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H.E. Shri SURJIT SINGH BARNALA  INAUGURATES 
NCC SEMINAR

A State level Seminar on 'Greater India Vision 2020 
for NCC : Challenges and Opportunities’, was held 

rd th
on 3  and 4  March, 2006 at SASTRA campus.  The 
seminar jointly organized by the NCC Directorate 
of Tamil Nadu, Pondichery, Andaman, Nicobar and 
SASTRA Deemed University, was inaugurated by 
His Excellency Shri Surjit Singh Barnala, the 
Governor of Tamil Nadu.

The Governor in his inaugural address said that the 
NCC is training students to become dynamic, 
disciplined and bold.  NCC can make a valuable 
contribution towards nation - building and national 
integration.  As envisaged by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam, the President of India, the nation would 
become a developed one by 2020.  Each and every 
citizen has to play a pivotal role and contribute his 
best towards making the dream of our President 
come true, the Governor said.  Quoting Mahatma 
Gandhi that the history of the world is full of 

The concern of the IT industry 
over the huge talent crunch and 
the need for  educat ional  
institutions to prepare their 
students adequately for the job 
market, is matter for serious 
consideration. The NASSCOM 
study reveals that India cannot 
supply competent talent if 
industry and academia fail to 
address the  issue of training the 

graduates. SASTRA, which is always aware of the global scenario 
and the needs of the students, has been taking right steps in this 
direction. With a view to preparing industry-ready workforce, a full-
fledged Training and Placement Department was established in 
SASTRA  a decade ago, to train the students right from the first 
semester throughout the course. With rigorous training and 
extensive industry-academia participation, quite a large number of 
our students are getting placed in many organisations. 

During this quarter SASTRA has witnessed two impressive events. 
stOn 31  March, 2006, His Excellency Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, at a 

simple function in the Rastrapathi Bhavan  received the first copy of 
the book “Kavithanjali”, authored by Dr.Y.S.Rajan and  published by 
SASTRA. His Excellency Surjit Singh Barnala, the Governor of Tamil 
Nadu inaugurated the seminar on Greater India Vision 2020 for NCC 

rdon 3  March 2006 at SASTRA campus. 

SASTRA has entered into an MoU with Musashi Iinstitute of 
thTechnology, Japan on 20  March 2006 for cooperation and 

promotion in teaching, materials development, student-faculty 
exchange, information exchange and joint research.  The 
International Conference on Earthquake Engineering, and the IX 
Academic Council Meeting, are the other highlights of this quarter. 
Among the endowment lectures and special lectures mention must 
be made of two important events, one by Dr. Cato T. Laurencin of the 
University of Virginia and the other by Shri P. Shankar. I.A.S, Central 
Vigilance Commissioner.   

The season for campus recruitment at SASTRA for the next 
academic year started in March itself and two top-notch companies 
have selected more than 250 students from the present third year 
B.Tech. classes.

I wish  you all a very happy and eventful Tamil New Year.

Our Vice-Chancellor presents a bouquet to the GovernorOur Vice-Chancellor presents a bouquet to the Governor

1



PRESIDENT OF INDIA RECEIVES 
THE FIRST COPY OF “KAVITHANJALI”

instances of men who had risen to leadership by 
sheer force of self-confidence, bravery and tenacity, 
he said this type of self-confidence should be 
imbibed by each and every cadet to achieve the 
Vision 2020.  A Guard of Honour was presented to 
the Governor by the Trichy Group.

Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor, welcomed 
the gathering and Col. T.M. Shanmugham proposed 
a vote of thanks.  Commodore P.P. Singh, Deputy  
Director, NCC and many others participated.

30 Senior Division boys and girls from Chennai, 
Coimbatore, Madurai, Trichy and Pondichery 
group presented papers in the seminar.  30 
Associate Officers, Group Commanders of various 
NCC group also attended the Seminar.  250 NCC 
cadets, both boys and girls also participated. In all 
70 papers were presented apart from the plenary 
papers.

Shri K. Vijaykumar,  I.P.S., Additional Director 
General of Police, STF, delivered the valedictory 
address and distributed the awards and certificates 

th
on 4  March 2006.  In his address he said, that 
knowledge power and ethical code in all walks of 
life alone will make India, a super power.  The need 
of the hour is consolidation of our indigenous 

knowledge, spiritual heritage, culture and value 
systems.

A feedback evaluation report has been forwarded to 
the Director General NCC, New Delhi with a 
request to follow up the seminar with a national 
level deliberation with participation  from all 16 
NCC Directorates

Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA), Deemed University, Thanjavur - 613 402, Tamil Nadu.

His Excellency Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, President 
of India, received the first copy of the book titled 
“Kavithanjali”, an anthology of Devotional 
Hymns (Tamil), composed by Dr. Y.S. Rajan, 
Principal Advisor, Confederation of Indian Industry 
(CII) and published by SASTRA, at the 

st
Rashtrapathi Bhavan on 31  March 2006 at 
3.00 p.m.

The President spoke warmly about the felicity and 
ease with which Dr. Rajan is able to write poetry 
and appreciated our Vice-Chancellor's gesture in 
undertaking the publication of Dr. Y.S. Rajan's 
collection of poems. The function began with an 
exquisite rendering of one of the hymns of Lord 
Muruga in “Kavithanjali” by Dr. W. Selvamurthy, 
CC (R&D), DRDO.

The Governor delivering the inaugural addressThe Governor delivering the inaugural address

Shri Vijaykumar addressing the audience

INTERNATIONAL HONOUR FOR SASTRA PROFESSOR

The International Biographical 
Centre (IBC), Cambridge, England 
has recognized Dr. Subrahmanya S. 
Katte, Professor, School of 
Mechnical Engineering SASTRA 
as one of the “2000 Outstanding 
Intellectuals of the 21st Century”.   
IBC will publish a book during mid 

2006, in which the biographical details of 2000 of 
the world's foremost thinkers will be profiled.
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Dr. W. Selvamurthy and Prof. K. G. Seshadri



Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA), Deemed University, Thanjavur - 613 402, Tamil Nadu.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING.

The recent earthquakes and tsunami have awakened 
Scientists, Governments, and Administrators the 
world over to devise means and methods and evolve 
strategies to minimize the losses and also put in 
place post disaster management.  Keeping in view 
the need to look into various issues related to such 
disasters, the School of Civil Engineering, 
SASTRA organized a two-day International 

thConference on Earthquake Engineering on 25  and 
th

26  February 2006.

The theme of the conference covered all aspects of 
earthquake and related areas like Seismology, 
Tsunami, Structural Engineering, Seismic Retrofit 
of Structures, Geotechnical aspects, Environmental 
and Socio-Economic issues. 

Dr. K. Bansal Director Seismology Division, 
Department of Science and Technology (DST), 
Government of India inaugurated the conference.  
In his inaugural address he stated that the thrust is 
now on pre-disaster preparedness rather than on 
post-disaster management.  The DST has now 
identified 38 cities in seismic zone IV and V to 
conduct geotechnical investigations to study the 
movements beneath the earth there. 

Dr. Bansal said that with the help of scientific data, 
vulnerability of an area would be known.  
Earthquake is the most devastating phenomenon 
and tsunami has compelled the scientific 
community to have a rethinking on the strategy.

Prof. Anantha Padmanapan, Dean, Civil, welcomed 
the gathering and Prof. R. Kandasamy, Registrar 
presided over the function.  

In the first key note address on 
“Recent developments in life 
line earthquake engineering in 
Japan” Prof. Takeshi Koike, 
Professor, Musashi Institute of 
Technology, Japan, laid stress on 
the research needs and codes for 
life-line structures like water 

pipe systems and gas pipe lines.

Prof. I. Yoshida, Professor, 
Department of Civil Engineering, 
Musashi Institute of Technology, 
Tokyo, Japan, emphasized the need 
to evaluate safety of structures 
based on probabilistic methods. 

In his key note address on 
“Prediction of Tsunami genesis 
through seismic signals of 
earthquakes” Prof. Chew Soon 
Hoe of National University of 
Singapore brought out the 
importance of complementing 
the present tsunami prediction 
systems with a technique based 

on frequency of the seismic signals. 

56 papers were presented in nine technical sessions 
and eight key note lectures were delivered.

About 150 participants from Japan, Singapore, 
Bangaladesh, Srilanka besides India, participated in 
the conference. The conference was sponsored by 
AICTE, DST, CSIR, NPEEE and DRDO.

Dr. J. Venkataramana, Professor of Civil 
Engineering was the Convener of the conference 
and Prof. K. Saravana Raja Mohan and Prof. 
S. Ravindar were the coordinators. 

Dr. Bansal lighting the traditional lamp

The release of the conference proceedings
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SASTRA Deemed University signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with Musashi 

thInstitute of Technology (MI-TECH), Japan on 20  
March  2006 for the purpose of cooperation and 
promotion in the teaching programme and material 
development, joint remote-education programme, 
student and faculty exchange programme, 
academic interchange, information exchange and 
joint research.  SASTRA will assist MI-TECH in 
offering certificate courses in Bioinformatics, 
Bioengineering and Information Technology and 
MI-TECH will offer its help to SASTRA in the 
areas of earthquake engineering, remote sensing, 
autotronics, wireless technology and fuel cells.  At 
the time of signing the MoU at Tokyo  Prof. Hideo 
Nakamura, President of MI-TECH said that both 
the countries have common interest in developing 

technologies and sharing knowledge between 
these two institutions will help in the furtherance of 
research.  He offered to share their knowledge in 
the field of Autotronics as automobile industry is 
one of the leading industries in Japan and in the 
area of earthquake engineering where Japan is well 
ahead in developing earthquake resistant 
structures.  Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor, 
SASTRA,  said the strong schools of SASTRA like 
School of Chemical & Biotechnology, School of 
Computing and School of Humanities & Sciences 
will offer certificate programmes to student and 
faculty of MI-TECH.  Dr. S. Swaminathan, 
Director, Centre for Nanotechnology & Advanced 
Biomaterials, SASTRA offered assistance for 
establishing a Centre for Nanotechnology at Mi-
TECH.

Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA), Deemed University, Thanjavur - 613 402, Tamil Nadu.

MoU WITH MUSASHI INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY (MI-TECH), JAPAN

Dr. Cato T. Laurencin, Lillian T. 
Pratt Distinguished Professor 
and Chair of Orthopaedic 
S u r g e r y ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  
Biomedical Engineering & 
P r o f e s s o r  o f  C h e m i c a l  
Engineering, University of 

rdVirgina, USA delivered the 3  Prof. G.J.V.J. Raju 
thEndowment Lecture on 24  February, 2006. He 

said that the use of novel nanostructured bioactive 
materials in musculoskeletal tissue regeneration 
could change the lives of many million patients 
with major orthopedic complications. 

He emphasized the role of nanotechnology in 
future tissue engineering application citing the 
example of development of polymer nanofibres 
with 'nano in nano' hydroxyapatite that were used 
for ulnar bone regeneration of critical size defects 
in animal models.  He stressed the need for using 
advanced research to reach the society at large.

Dr. S. Swaminathan, Director, Centre for 
Nanotechnology and Advanced Biomaterials 
welcomed the gathering.  Prof. K.G. Seshadri, 
Dean, Humanities and Sciences proposed a vote of 
thanks.

ENDOWMENT LECTURE

Exchange of copies of MoU between 
Prof. Hideo Nakamura and our Vice -Chancellor

Exchange of copies of MoU between 
Prof. Hideo Nakamura and our Vice -Chancellor

SHRI. V. NARAYANAN MEMORIAL LECTURE

Shri P. Sankar delivering the Memorial LectureShri P. Sankar delivering the Memorial Lecture

The First Shri. V. Narayanan Memorial Lecture 
was delivered by Shri. P. Shankar, IAS, Central 
Vigilance Commissioner, at SRC (SASTRA), 

thKumbakonam on 12  February 2006.  In his 
address Mr. Shankar said  accountability and 
responsibility cannot be enforced at the macro level 
but should start at a micro level. Further he said 
public servants should follow seven principles - 
openness, honesty, integrity, accountability, 
transparency, objectivity and leadership.  People 
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A Special Lecture on 'Research and Innovations' 
was delivered by Dr. R. Natarajan, Vice President, 
Indian National Academy of Engineering and 

stformer Chairman,  AICTE, on 1  February 2006. In 
his lecture Dr. R. Natarajan said that research 
projects should be relevant to the requirements of 
the country and should help in improving the quality 
of life of the people.

He said that researchers should be able to sustain 
their research. World class universities are ranked 
on the basis of quality of research they offer. One of 
the important criteria in measuring quality is to find 
out what value they had added to their students, i.e. 
whether their alumni had won Nobel Prize. The 
purpose of research in developing countries differs  
from that in developed countries.

Knowledge from basic research is the foundation 
for frontier research. Calling for country-specific 
applied research, he said that one should avoid 
taking up parasitic research with foreign patronage. 
Prof. R. Kandaswamy, Registrar, welcomed the 
gathering. Dr. P. Ramani, Dean, Education 
proposed a vote of thanks

SPECIAL LECTURE

Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA), Deemed University, Thanjavur - 613 402, Tamil Nadu.

Dr. Natarajan addressing the audience Dr. Natarajan addressing the audience 

should not only expect accountability and 
transparency from politicians and civil servants but 
also follow them in their own lives. They should not  
be passive citizens and should embark on 
preventive vigilance. 

Shri P. Shankar, appealed to the audience that the 
right to information should be fully utilized so that 
they need not blame politicians or public servants 
of exploitation. 

Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor, SASTRA, 
in his welcome address recalled the services 
rendered by Shri. V. Narayanan, Former Chairman 
City Union Bank,  to the banking industry  in 
general and Tamil Nadu in particular.  Prof. P.V. 
Ramakrishnan, Dean, SRC, SASTRA, proposed a  
vote of thanks. 

LECTURE ON PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Shri. B.S. Sudhir Chandra, Former Member, 
Railway Board, Ex-Officio Secretary to Govt. of 
India and presently Advisor, Bangalore Metro Rail 

thProject, Bangalore visited SASTRA on 11  March 
2006.  He delivered a special lecture on “Project 
Management”.  He spoke about Detailed Project 
Report (DPR) consisting of technical aspects, 
financial aspects, operation & maintenance and 
detailed estimate.  The importance of project 
monitoring using special software like MS Visio / 
Ms Project etc. was explained.  He said that the 
project leader owns the total responsibility for the 
completion of the project.

LECTURE ON INTEGRATED LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEMS
IN FIGHTER AIRCRAFTS

Dr. P.P. Krishnapur, Joint Director, DEBEL, 
DRDO, Bangalore delivered a lecture on Integrated 
Life Support Systems for Use in Fighter Aircrafts 

thon 10  March 2006.  The lecture was organized by 
ELCOMDAIS, Students Association of Electronics 
and Communication Engineering Department, 
SRC, SASTRA.

Dr. Krishnapur said that India had developed many 
import substitutes in its march towards a self-
sufficient super power status.  He took up the 
example of the development of "Integrated life 
support systems used in fighter aircraft" to drive 
home the point. Fighter aircraft fly at altitudes of 
50,000 feet to escape detection by radar.  At these 
heights, the pilots face problems of sub-zero 
temperatures and drop in blood flow to the brain 
while manoeuvring against gravitational pull.

Shri B.S. Sudhir Chandra during the lecture
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Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA), Deemed University, Thanjavur - 613 402, Tamil Nadu.

LECTURE ON TECHNOLOGY LEADERSHIP

Dr. A. Sivathanu Pillai, Chief Controller, Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), 
delivered a special lecture on "Technology 
Leadership",  at the extraordinary meeting of the 

rdAthenaeum on 3  March 2006. In his lecture Dr. 
Pillai talked about the strategies needed for 
technology development.  He described the 
different levels of technologies and said wherever 
the required technologies are not available, we need 
to initiate the development by locating the skills and 
harnessing the talent in the country.  Speaking about 
the present - day scenario, he said, management 
works in a networked environment, with people 
reaching out to one another to work on a whole set of 
challenges in teams and clusters of teams in a 
distributed environment across functional and 
organisational boundaries. The guiding principles 
for the leaders would be knowledge, consciousness, 
righteousness and dedication to service; and 
leadership qualities would include self-esteem, 
path- finding and enabling.  Leaders of such calibre, 
he said, will create new leaders. 

Dr. Krishnapur explained the need for life 
supporting systems such as onboard oxygen 
generating system, pressure control and 
maintenance system and the anti-G suit that 
counteracts the changes in lung pressure of pilots at 
high altitudes.  He also explained the integrated 
systems that are used to control, monitor, co-
ordinate, various parameters in the cockpit.

He called upon the budding engineers and scientists 
to contribute to the growth of the nation. He said 
many opportunities are available for the seeker and 
that the onus was on students.

From Left: Prof. K.G. Seshadri,  Dr. A. Sivathanu Pillai, 
                 Prof. R. Sethuraman, Prof. R. Kandaswamy
From Left: Prof. K.G. Seshadri,  Dr. A. Sivathanu Pillai, 
                 Prof. R. Sethuraman, Prof. R. Kandaswamy

M.Tech Course in 
Nanotechnology was 
launched in SASTRA 

thon 13  February 2006 
by Dr. V. Rao Aiyagari, 
Adviser and Member 
Secretary, Department 
o f  S c i e n c e  a n d  

Technology, Government of India.

While launching the course Dr. Aiyagari said that  
Nanotechnology can be applied to different fields, 
which actually refers to working on a  nano scale 
and has applications in various fields like 
electronics, biology, medicine, mechanical and 
computer engineering.  Dr. Rao emphasized the 
need for inter-disciplinary work.  Transferring  this 
technology to common people, requires 
collaborative work with industries.  He also 
mentioned about the establishment of a funding cell 
in the Department of Science and Technology for 
imparting technologies  under which five 
institutions including SASTRA made presentations 
in December 2005. He commended the initiative 
taken by SASTRA in this direction and assured 
DST's  support  to the Centre for Nanotechnology 
and Advanced  Biomaterials at SASTRA.  He also 
underlined the need for academic institutions to 
undertake research work for social causes.  Dr. Rao 
also pointed out the alarming decline in students' 
interest towards science after their  VIII standard.  
He hoped that the institutions like SASTRA will 
take up this cause and promote scientific  temper 
among young minds. Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean 
(SR) and Director (CeNTAB), welcomed the 
gathering. Dr. K.N. Somasekharan, Dean SCBT, 
proposed a vote of thanks. 

Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor also 
participated in the function.

M.TECH  IN  NANOTECHNOLOGY INAUGURATED

STAFF TRAINING PROGRAMME ATTENDED

S A S T R A  s p o n s o r e d  D r .  
R. Renganathan, Assistant Professor, 
School of Management to attend the 
prestigious Faculty Development 
P r o g r a m m e  ( F D P )  a t  I I M ,  

nd
Ahamedabad for four months from 2  

thOctober 2005 to 28  January 2006.  
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The IX Academic Council Meeting  of SASTRA 
thwas held on 29  January 2006. The council 

approved the syllabi for the introduction of 
M.Pharm course  in  the  discipl ines  of  
Pharmacology, Pharmaceutics, Pharmaco 
informatics, B.Tech Manufacturing Technology, 
and Bachelor of Education (B.Ed), and Master of 
Education (M.Ed) from the academic year 2006  
2007.

The council also approved the revised guidelines  
regarding  registration for  Ph.D.  

The meeting was attended by the Professors of 
SASTRA besides Dr. Rajendra Prakash of IIT, 
Roorke, Dr. P. V. Vaidhyanathan, former Vice 
C h a n c e l l o r ,  A n n a m a l a i  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
Dr. R. Sethuraman, former Director, MIT, Major 
A. Balasubramanian.

Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA), Deemed University, Thanjavur - 613 402, Tamil Nadu.

IX ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING

The Academic Council meeting in progressThe Academic Council meeting in progress

SEMINAR ON CORPORATE CULTURE

M/s Wipro Technologies,  which selected students 
from SASTRA in a campus interview in June 2005, 

th th
conducted a two-day seminar on 24  & 25  
February, 2006 to facilitate the students selected by 
them for an easy transformation from college 
culture to corporate culture.

The seminar titled “Fast Forward” was conducted 
by Talent Transformation team from Wipro in 
association with the Training and Placement 
Department of SASTRA.

The seminar was conducted with an aim to equip the 
recruits with the tools and techniques required to 
attain professional excellence primarily through 
communication skills and to enhance awareness 
and knowledge about corporate culture.

PAPER PRESENTATION ABROAD

Dr. Kal Renganathan Sharma, Professor, School of 
st

Chemical & Biotechnology attended the 231  
American Chemical Society Conference conducted 

th th
at Atlanta, GA, USA, from 26  to 30  March 2006.   
He was one among the 80 participants from India.   
More than 8000 papers with 27,000 entries in the 
name index of the final program were presented in 
741 technical sessions. ACS is the world's largest 
scientific society with 1,58, 000 members. Dr. 
Sharma was the only author who presented the 
maximum of 23 papers in the conference. His 
research results in transient heat and mass transfer 

SASTRA, CII and City & Guilds certified Job - 
oriented certificate courses on: 1) Domestic 
Electrical Wiring 2) Automobile  Vehicle Repair 
and Maintenance, were conducted by SASTRA for 
the unemployed youths.

The three-month training was offered free of cost by 
SASTRA,  using its infrastructure facilities. The 23 
participants who attended the training received the 
certificates from Dr. A. Sivathanu Pillai, 

rdDistinguished Scientist, DRDO, on 3  March,2006.

The participants of the seminar with Prof. A. Ramaswamy, Dean T&P
and the Wipro Team

The participants of the seminar with Prof. A. Ramaswamy, Dean T&P
and the Wipro Team

Dr. Kal Renganathan Sharma during the poster presentationDr. Kal Renganathan Sharma during the poster presentation

CII, CITY & GUILDS & SASTRA TRAINING  PROGRAMME

A Participant receiving the Certificate from Dr. Sivathanu Pillai A Participant receiving the Certificate from Dr. Sivathanu Pillai 
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Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA), Deemed University, Thanjavur - 613 402, Tamil Nadu.

DBT SCHOLARSHIP FOR SASTRA STUDENTS

Five I Year B.Tech (Bio Technology) students of 
SASTRA : Kum. Sreelatha Ganapathy, Kum. 
M. Vidya, Kum. Aswati Aravind, Kum Amrutha 
Anand, and Kum. R. Pavithra, received the 
Department of Bio Technology (DBT), Govt. of 
India scholarship for 2006.

The Scholarship carries Rs.15,000 each, a medal 
and a merit certificate.  The scholarship is awarded 
to 25 students selected from all over the country.

A STUDY ON 'PURA' PROJECTS

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the President of India, made 
a mention of the PURA (Providing Urban facilities 
in Rural Areas) Projects during his visit to 
Philippines in February 2006.  Later the Asian 
Development Bank  (ADB) showed keen interest in 
the PURA projects being implemented in India. The 
ADB identified SASTRA, through its agency, as a 
partner to carry out a study .

The Scholarship winning students with the Dean, 
School of Bio-technology

The Scholarship winning students with the Dean, 
School of Bio-technology

was selected by the ACS press office for 
th

dissemination to the USA press. On March 29  the 8 
poster papers at the Physical Chemistry division 
were displayed  by him using an entire row in the 
exhibit hall. His recent book  on ‘Damped Wave 
Transport and Relaxation’ was displayed  at the 
Elsevier booth at the exposition section of the 
meeting.  He went to Easton, PA from Atlanta, GA 

ndand presented 4 papers at the 32  Northeast 
Bioengineering Conference.

Visit to the project sites

Dr. T.R. Neelakantan, Professor and Shri 
S. Brahadeeswaran, Asst. Professor, School of Civil 
Engineering, SASTRA undertook a study on the 
two PURA Projects functioning in Tamil Nadu and 
Andra Pradesh.  They prepared a detailed report 
after visiting the project areas, interacting with the 
Implementing Agencies and the Beneficiaries. The 
report has been sent to ADB.

LAURELS IN TAMIL NADU 
INTER ENGINEERING SPORTS

In the XXIV  State level Tamil Nadu Inter 
Engineering Sports  (TIES) held at Arulmigu 
Kalasalingam College  of Engineering, 
Krishnankoil between 20th February and 5th  
March, 2006, SASTRA's Chess Team comprising : 
K. Chidambram, II B.Tech. Mech., M.G. 
Narasimhan, I B.Tech. R. Vasanth, II Biot. & B. 
Vijayachandran, I. B.Tech., secured the second 
place and won the Silver Medal and Shield.

Shri K. Gopinath, III 
B.Tech. Civil, won the 
Third price and Bronze 
Medal  in Best Physique 
(60 Kgs)  Body Building 
event. 

LAURELS IN CULTURALS

SASTRA Cultural Team won the over all second 
position in the "REVIERA 2006", the Inter 
Collegiate Cultural Festival conducted by the 
Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT), Vellore from 

th th4  to 6  January, 2006,  in which 43 colleges took 
part.

In the VOX POPULI 2006, the Literary Festival 
conducted by PSG College of Technology, 

th
Coimbatore on 5  February, 2006, SASTRA 
Cultural Team won the overall first among the 26 
colleges. 

Our Vice-Chancellor and the Physical Directors with the Chess TeamOur Vice-Chancellor and the Physical Directors with the Chess Team
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Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy (SASTRA), Deemed University, Thanjavur - 613 402, Tamil Nadu.

NATIONAL SCIENCE DAY AT SRC
th

The National Science Day was celebrated on 8  
March 2006 at SRC, Kumbakonam. Dr. R. Sabesan, 
Professor & Head, Department of Physics, 
Saranathan Engineering College, Trichy, delivered 
a special lecture on “Einstein's Special Theory of 
Relativity”.  The programme was organized by the 
Department of Physics, SRC.

CULTURAL COMPETITIONS FOR SCHOOLS AT SRC 

Inter School Students Cultural Festival is being 
conducted every year at SRC, to motivate and 
encourage school students to improve their skills in 
extra curricular activities.  This year oratorical 
contests in English and Tamil, Quiz, Carnatic Music 
-Vocal and Instrumental and Cricket tournament 

th th
were conducted from 27  January to 30  January. A 
cash award of Rs.2000 is given to the winner and 
Rs. 1000 to the runner - up in each competition. In 
addition to these individual prizes, a special prize of 
Rs. 5000 is awarded to the school of the best 
performance for development of library/ 
department of physical education.  The prize 
winners  and the  respective schools will receive the 
awards on the Institution day of SRC.

Kum. G. Ramya of 
Town Higher Secondary School
the I prize  winner 
in Carnatic Vocal

Kum. G. Ramya of 
Town Higher Secondary School
the I prize  winner 
in Carnatic Vocal

The winners of the English Oratorical Contest with the JudgesThe winners of the English Oratorical Contest with the Judges

DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES AT SRC

Shri Kumar, Chief Executive Officer, Bupro 
Solutions Pvt. Ltd., Chennai, delivered a lecture on 

nd
'Transaction Processing in BPO' on 2  March 2006. 

The COM-MAN Forum of the Department of 
Commerce and Management organized a lecture on 
'Logistics Management' by Mr.  K. Ravichandran, 

th
Business Manager, Sify  on 6  April 2006. 

'Genechem', the association of the Department of 
Chemistry and Bio Chemistry, SRC, was 
inaugurated by  Smt. V. Sarada, Head Lab Services, 
Kaveri Medical Centre and Hospitals, Trichy, on 

rd
23  March 2006. She delivered a lecture on 
“Biochemistry in Medical Practices”.  

Dr. T. Jeyadoss, Head, Department of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry welcomed the gathering. 

ExACT, the Association of the Department of 
Computer Science and Engineering was 
inaugurated by Shri K.B. Sridhar, Chief Executive 

th
Officer, Indicom Software and Services on 17  
March 2006. He delivered a lecture on “Net 
Technology and Mobile Computing”.  

Shri K.B. Sridhar delivering the inaugural addressShri K.B. Sridhar delivering the inaugural address

BOOK BY SASTRA PROFESSOR

Dr. V. Badrinath, Prof. Dept. of 
Commerce, SRC has edited a book 
titled “Earth on Edge”. The book deals 
with the current and the future threats 
to environment.  The book was 
published by the Rotary Club of 
Kumbakonam (Central). Free copies 
of the book have been distributed to 

500 schools and colleges in 8 districts of Tamilnadu.

CARPE DIEM 06

Carpe Diem 2006, SASTRA's Intramural Cultural 
th thFestival  was conducted from 24  to 26  March, 

2006.  More than 1000 students participated in the 
44 cultural events conducted in Tamil, English and 
Hindi. The prizes for the winners will be distributed 
on the University Day.
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SASTRA STUDENTS WIN OVERALL TROPHY IN 
PRAGYAN'06

SASTRA team won the Recal Overall Tech Camps 
Trophy, and a cash award of Rs.10,000 in 
Pragyan'06, the International Technology Festival 
conducted by National Institute of Technology 

th st(NIT), Trichy, from 28  to 31  January, 2006.

Over 22 events in various disciplines covering the 
entire engineering arena such as Turing machine - 
software contest, Dsign - Design Contest and 
Electronique - circuit modeling were part of the 
festival. 

SASTRA team received the trophy from 
Dr. B.S. Shonde, former Vice Chancellor, Goa 
University, in the valedictory function.

REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION
th

The 57  Republic Day 
was celebrated in the 
SASTRA campus on 

th26  January 2006. 
Prof. R. Kandaswamy, 
Registrar hoisted the 
tricolour. The Chief 
Guest Group Captain, 
R. Nagarajan, Station 
C o m m a n d e r ,  A i r  
F o r c e  S t a t i o n ,  
Thanjavur, inspected 
the Guard of Honour 
given to him by the 
NCC Air Wing Cadets 

of SASTRA and addressed the audience. 

All staff and students of SASTRA and Shanmugha 
Polytechnic College attended the function.  

The NSS Units of SASTRA organised a ten-day 
Special Camp at Vallampudur, Nattani and 

th
Munnayampatti, the adopted villages, from 27  

thMarch  to 5  April 2006. 

Free health camp, temple cleaning, road formation, 
tree planting activities were conducted. Special 
Lectures on various topics were arranged daily.  150 
NSS volunteers participated in the camp. 

Cultural programmes were also organised involving 
the village people and  school children. Many 
competitions and sports events were conducted for 
the school students and prizes were distributed. 

Prof. K.G. Seshadri, Dean - H&S,  inaugurated the 
th

camp. On 5  April 2006  Dr. P. Ramani, Dean 

NSS SPECIAL CAMP

(Education), delivered the valedictory address. Prof. 
M .  C h a n d r a s e k a r,  C o - o r d i n a t o r,  P r o f .  
V. Vaidhyanathan and Shri D. Manivannan, 
Programme Officers organised the camp. 

The Guard of HonourThe Guard of Honour

Medical Camp in progressMedical Camp in progress

SASTRA Team receives the Trophy from Dr. B.S. ShondeSASTRA Team receives the Trophy from Dr. B.S. Shonde
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SNAPSHOTS OF ‘GREATER INDIA VISION 2020 FOR NCC’

Gurard of HonourGurard of Honour

The Governor being received by our Vice-Chancellor and
the Deputy D.G.NCC

The Governor being received by our Vice-Chancellor and
the Deputy D.G.NCC

H.E. The Governor  listens intently to the proceedingsH.E. The Governor  listens intently to the proceedings

Presentation of Memento to the Governor by our RegistrarPresentation of Memento to the Governor by our Registrar

A Section of the audienceA Section of the audience

A cultural show presented by SASTRA NCC Airwing CadetsA cultural show presented by SASTRA NCC Airwing Cadets

“Hum Subh Bhartiye hei” - NCC Song“Hum Subh Bhartiye hei” - NCC Song

Shri K. Vijaykumar , IPS, ADGP presents the best presentation award
to NCC Group A Chennai

Shri K. Vijaykumar , IPS, ADGP presents the best presentation award
to NCC Group A Chennai
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EDITORIAL BOARDEDITORIAL BOARD

Prof. K.G. Seshadri Dean, Humanities & Sciences
Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam Dean, Planning & Development
Dr.  S. Swaminathan Dean, (SR) & Director (CeNTAB)
Shri G. Venkatraman Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of English
Smt S. Pramila Sr. Lecturer,  Dept. of English
Shri R. Ravi Lecturer,  Dept. of English, SRC

ITIHAS can also be viewed at www.sastra.edu

TWENTY SECOND INSTITUTION DAY / SPORTS DAY

T h e  T w e n t y  S e c o n d  
Institution Day & Sports Day 

st
were held on 31  March 2006 
Group Captain R. Nagarajan, 
Station Commander, Air 
Force Station, Thanjavur, 
delivered the Institution Day 
Address. In his address Shri 
Nagarajan said that the 
s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  s e e k  
professional avenues not only 
in civilian organizations but 

also in Service Organizations. There are plenty of 
opportunities available in the Army, the Navy, the 
Air Force, the Coast Guard and Paramilitary 
services such as the BSF, CRPF, CISF and Boarder 
Roads organizations. By opting for a career in the 
armed forces /services one can lead an adventurous 
life with a lot of socialization. After serving for a 
minimum period they can also seek employment in 
the civilian sector. 

Smt. Bhagyalakshmi Nagarajan, President 
AFWWA(L) distributed the awards and prizes.  
Prof. B.M. Venkatramani, Principal, read out the 
Annual Report and Shri V. Paramasivam, Physical 
Director presented the Physical Education Annual 
Report.

125 book prizes to the value of Rs.35,000 were 
distributed to the academic prize winners besides 
awards for the best outgoing student of each branch 
and the special awards.  Shields and trophies were 
also distributed to the winners of various sports and 
games events.

Chi. R. Suriyanarayanan, S. Vignesh, II Mech, 
Chi. R. Narendra Kumar, Chi. S. Sakthivel,  
Chi. R. Surendra Kumar, II CT, Chi. R. Rengarajan, 
II CT,  Chi. P. Velavan, Chi. S. Srinivasan, 
Chi. R. Srinivasan, II CT, of Shanmugha 
Polytechnic College won  the First Prize in the 
various state level paper presentation contests 
conducted by different Polytechnic Colleges in the 
state.

Chi.  

SNIPPETS FROM SHANMUGHA POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE
PRIZES IN PAPER PRESENTATION CONTESTS

A one-month Personality Development Programme 
was organised for the students of final year diploma 
classes.  30 students selected from various branches 
attended the programme. The programme specially 
designed for the diploma students, covered 
Communication skills, Interview techniques, 
Group discussions etc. 

The programme was inaugurated by Dr. P. Ramani, 
Dean, Education,  on 2  March, 2006 and Prof. 
B.M. Venkatramani, Principal presided over the 
function.  Shri G. Venkatraman, Sr. Lecturer, 
English, SASTRA and Shri Ve. Villavan, Lecturer, 
English, SASTRA were the resource persons. The 
programme was organised under the auspices of the 
NSS units of Shanmugha Polytechnic College. 

nd

PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

A student receives the book prize from Smt. Bhagyalakshmi NagarajanA student receives the book prize from Smt. Bhagyalakshmi Nagarajan

The Principal during his presidential addressThe Principal during his presidential address
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