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The role of Private Educational 
Institutions in higher education 
for the economic and academic 
growth of the country is 
b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
relevant. Almost 90% of the 
graduates are from private 
sector educational institutions, 
which provide manpower not 

only to the IT industries but also to other sectors. Keeping 
in view the pivotal role played by these institutions, the 
public sector banks must sanction advances to them under 
priority sector. The state and the central governments 
should consider on merits the private educational 
institutions also for advances under World Bank Scheme.

I am happy to record that the placement position at 
SASTRA for the III year B.Tech students has been 
excellent, having crossed the 1000 mark. Hopefully 
SASTRA may reach the 100% goal before the close of the 
year.

Daksh '07 and Kuruksastra ’07, the National Level 
Technical and Cultural Festivals organized by the student 
Clubs of SASTRA attracted over 2000 participants from 
all over the country.  I congratulate the students who 
organized the various events, displaying their creative 
talents.

Student support facilities at the SASTRA Campus are ever 
increasing.  The Indian Overseas Bank SASTRA 
Extension Counter started in the year 1997 has been 
upgraded as a full-fledged branch from March 2007. IOB 
has also installed a second ATM facility exclusively for the 
woman students of SASTRA, which is the first of its kind 
in India.

I am happy to announce the beginning of B.Ed. 
Programme through distance mode, duly approved by 
NCTE, from April 2007, as one of the main programmes 
run by the Directorate of Distance Education, SASTRA.

The academic year is coming to a close and the campus is 
buzzing with year end activities. I wish all the outgoing 
students of SASTRA a very bright and promising future.

DAKSH ’07, a national level technical festival organized 

by the various student associations of the SASTRA 
th st

University, was held on 29  February and 1  March 

2007.  The festival was inaugurated by Shri 

K. Jayaramakrishnan, Vice-President, TATA 

Consultancy Services, Chennai. Delivering the 

inaugural address Shri K. Jayaramakrishnan said that 

the prime objective of any technical festival is to 

facilitate a platform for a healthy exchange of 

technological ideas that offer solutions to various 

problems that confront the society.    These festivals 

would make students `fight to learn,' and in the process 

they would `learn to fight' to remain competitive in this 

technologically advancing society. “Curriculum 

reforms should be an integral part in any higher 

education system, to encourage students to think out-of-

the-box”, he added. 

Over 1,800 students from 50 institutions across the 

country participated in over 30 events at  DAKSH ‘07.
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Shri K. Jayaramakrishnan addressing the audience
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Main Attraction 

The robotics event was the cynosure of all eyes and as 
many as 110 teams registered for this event.  The 
Robotics Institute, Mumbai, conducted a two-day 
workshop of `Itricks and Robotricks' in which 200 
participants from various colleges and schools 
participated.  A two-day Robotics Workshop was 
conducted by the TRC Robotics Institute, Pune.

During this festival, a panel discussion on `HR: 
Challenges and Opportunities in the IT industry' was 
also organized. Representatives from organisations 
such as TCS, CTS and Standard Chartered participated 
in the discussion. 

The total prize money for the various events offered was 
Rs 4 lakh.  

KURUKSASTRA ’07

KURUKSASTRA ‘07, a National Level Cultural Festival 
nd rdwas organized on 2  and 3  March 2007.  As many as 35 

competitions in Tamil, English and Hindi were 
conducted in which students from over 20 institutions 
participated. The Rolling Shield was awarded to NIT, 
Trichy, which emerged the overall winner.  

Musical Nights

As part of the cultural festival, a Fusion Music 
programme was organized between 6.30 pm and 8.30 

nd
pm on 2  March at the open air auditorium. The fusion 
music presented by Heart Beat band from Chennai 
provided a musical treatise. The light music team of 
SASTRA performed on March 1, 2007 entertaining  the 
audience who gathered in their thousands.

rd
At the valedictory function organized on 3  March, the 
famous Bharathanatyam exponent Dr. Padma 
Subramanyam delivered the valedictory address and 
distributed the prizes. She said India has an invaluable 
heritage that makes every Indian proud.  India's 
civilization is greater than that of any other country. 
Cultural insignia in countries like Greece and Egypt 
continue to be memorials. Likewise in the fitness of 
things and a matter of pride the Thanjavur Big Temple 
and Madurai Meenakshi Amman Temple, the twin 
mirrors of the ethos of Tamil Nadu, have been declared 
as world heritage sites by UNESCO. She suggested that 
classical dance forms like Bharathanatyam be included 
in competitions held as part of college festivals. The 
National Institute of Technology, Trichy, won the 
overall best performance shield, which was presented to 
them by Dr. Padma Subramanyam.

Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and 
Development who was the Chief Coordinator for 
Daksh’07 and Kuruksastra’07 welcomed and Prof. 
K. G. Seshadri, Dean, Humanities & Sciences, proposed 
a vote of thanks. 

The various robots designed by the participants

Light Music by SASTRA Team

Dr. Padmasubramaniyam during the valedictory function



REVERENTIAL HOMAGE

The Editorial Board of ITIHAS expresses its deep sense of grief over the demise of 

Brahmashri  S. Ramachandra Iyer (91), the First Chancellor of SASTRA 
thUniversity, on 14  March 2007 at Chennai. 

Brahmashri S. Ramachandra Iyer, who founded the Shanmugha Polytechnic 

College and the Shanmugha College of Engineering in 1984, a great scholar 

steeped in Sanskrit and Tamil literatures, was a patriot, a noble philanthropist 

and an educationist par excellence. 

With his deep sense of commitment to society and extraordinary humanism, he 

brought up the institutions to their present pre-eminent position as centres of 

excellence in technical education in the country. 

MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE.
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In Memoriam - BRAHMASHRI S. RAMACHANDRA IYER

Full of years and honours did you pass away,

Long past the Seventh Age spoken of  by the Bard,

Numbering in the world the Sun to course

Fourscore and eleven compasses,

In its eternal journey along the ecliptic,

Quietly discharging the whole duties,

Of the Complete Man upright.

Simple your life through all the decades,

Yet strong in spirit and sublime your thoughts,

Noble thoughts that were your constant companions;

Caring for others with an abiding concern all the while,

At home or in the society at large as a humanist,

Brimming with the milk of human kindness,

And an educationist par excellence

With a deep sense of commitment to society:

A pioneering patron providing value-based technical 
education

Firmly centred on Ethical Imperatives,

You remained ever steadfastedly anchored

To your moorings in Sanatana Dharma.

Unchanged your simple mien and unassuming,

As and when I first met you forty odd years ago,
-K.G.S.

Walking with the highest in the land, 

And not losing the  common touch!

Deeply read in the Devabashas three,

Sanskrit, Tamil and English, imbued you were

With the richest traditions of our ancient culture;

Truly simple and simply great 

And yet you wore your simplicity

Without any fuss, as to the manner born!

We in Shanmugha will ever remember 

Your quiet presence and revere you

With loving affection and humble homage,

Though you have now become a fragrant memory 

As in a garden of flowers,

A voice and a mystic glance, a disembodied voice 

And an incorporeal glance of a great spirit,

Shuffling off its mortal coils,
thSince the memorable morning of the 14  March 2007,

Still greater than the world suspects,

Living or passing.

May your eternal spirit continue to guide us all,

In your family, the SASTRA family and the Family of Man.
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(Management), Structural Engineering Research 
Centre (SERC) said that the construction industry has 
great potential for growth as its activities penetrate all 
sectors of the economy

Dr. Murthy said that the construction industry is the 
largest employer in India after agriculture, employing 
40 million people. Foreign investment into this sector is 
also flowing, giving impetus to various development 
projects.  Civil engineers should meet the challenges to 
ensure strong and durable structures, which could meet 
the various performance requirements to withstand 
natural and manmade disasters.

Concrete is the major construction material for many 
structures because of several advantages it possessed 
over steel. There has been so much advancements in 
concrete technology over the last two decades with 
different types of cement and admixtures easily 
available in the market.

Non-destructive testing plays an important role in 
assessment of structures. The SERC has been using 
various non-destructive techniques for evaluation of 
distressed and deteriorated structures. It is also trying to 
prepare a compendium that could include details of 
available non-destructive techniques for concrete 
structures, he added.

Shri N. T. Balasundaram, Chairman, Thanjavur chapter 
of Builder's Association of India,     Shri B. 
Sivanandam, State Chairman of Builders Association of 
India. 117 delegates from Andra, Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu participated in the workshop which was 
sponsored by AICTE, CSIR, DST.  There were 13 
sessions which included a laboratory demonstration.  
Key-note addresses and special lectures were delivered 
by resource persons from Structural Engineering 
Research Centre,  Chennai, National Institute of 
Engineering, Mysore and Trichy, Annamalai University 
besides SASTRA. Dr. K. Saravana Raja Mohan, 
Professor, School of Civil Engineering was the 
Convener of the workshop. 

Presentation of Memento to Dr. Ramachandra Murthy

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NANOMATERIALS,  
COMMUNICATION AND BROADCASTING SYSTEM

A two-day international conference on 'Nanomaterials, 
Communication and Broadcasting System' was held on 

th th
9  and 10  February 2007. The conference was 
inaugurated by Dr. Shiva Prasad, Director, Indo-French 
Centre for Advanced Research. In his inaugural address 
Dr. Prasad emphasized the need for young scientists and 
engineers to take up research as a career. 

Shri N. Anantharaman, Registrar, said that the area of 
nanoscience and nanotechnology covered a variety of 
applications ranging from agriculture to aerospace. 
SASTRA University, which has identified two such 
applications - healthcare and energy - was engaged in 
research in these areas. Over 70 delegates from various 
academic and research institutions and industries 
attended the conference and 28 research papers under 
four different heads were presented. 26 posters were 
presented during the poster session. 

Professors from France, Shri S. Rajagopal, former 
CMD, MTNL, were among the various resource 
p e r s o n s ,  w h o  d e l i v e r e d  s p e c i a l  t a l k s .  
Dr. T. R. Sivaramakrishnan, Dean - Research was the 
Convenor of the conference.

NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON NON-DESTRUCTIVE TESTING 
OF CONCRETE STRUCTURES 

A two-day National Workshop on Non-Destructive 
th

Testing of Concrete Structures was organized on 9  and 
th10  March 2007 jointly by the School of Civil 

Engineering, SASTRA and the Builders Association, 
Thanjavur  Chapter   

Inaugurating the workshop Dr. D. S. Ramachandra 
Murthy, Director-grade Scientist and Advisor 

The Dignitaries on the Dais
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AWARD FOR FACULTY MEMBER

K. Thenmozhi, Assistant Professor, School of EEE, 
SASTRA has been awarded the EDI award for her 
significant contribution in the field of Science and 
Technology of Radio and TV broadcasting by the 
Broadcast Engineering Society of India. The award was 
presented by David Astley, secretary general, Asia 
Pacific Broadcasting Union, Malaysia, at the 

thinauguration of the 13  International Conference and 
exhibition on Terrestrial and Satellite Transmission held 
at New Delhi on February 1, 2007. 

DISTINGUISHED INDIAN AWARD

Pentagram Research Centre (P) Ltd., Hyderabad, India 
has presented the "Distinguished Indian Award" to Dr. 
M. Thiyagarajan, Professor, School of Computing, 
SASTRA in recognition of his life time achievement in 
academics and research and development. The award 
was presented to him in the International Conference in 
Systemics, Cybernetics and Informatics (ICSCI 2007) 
organised by the centre in Hyderabad at Dr. MCR HRD 

rd thInstitute, Govt. of Andhra Pradesh, from 3  to 7  
January, 2007. 

Dr. Thiyagarajan gave an invited talk on "Probabilistic 
methods in image analysis in the conference. 
Dr. Thiyagarajan and Mrs. G. Geetha, Research Scholar, 
School of Computing presented a paper entitled 
"Complex facets of Cryptography". The paper was 
chosen for the best paper award.

Prof. K. Thenmozhi receiving the awardProf. K. Thenmozhi receiving the award

Dr. M. Thiyagarajan receiving the awardDr. M. Thiyagarajan receiving the award

KUDOS TO Dr. S. SWAMINATHAN FOR DBT AWARD

Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean - Sponsored Research & 
Director, Centre for Nanotechnology & Advanced Bio-
materials, SASTRA received the 'Innovative Young 
Biotechnologists Award' from the Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India, for the 
year  2006. 

The award consists of financial support for a project of 
three years duration, besides a cash award of Rs. 1 lakh 
every year during the course of the project.

Dr. Swaminathan, who will be working on the 
development of a Dendrimer-based novel drug delivery 
system for cancer, received  his Ph.D. from the 
Department of Chemical Engineering at Drexel 
University, Philadelphia, USA, and worked on the 
development of low temperature setting polymer - 
ceramic composite cements for bone tissues engineering 
and the thesis was nominated for the Best Dissertation 
Award. 

After his doctorate he joined as a Research Associate in 
the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at the 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, USA, where he 
studied the application of low temperature setting 
cements for spinal fusions. 

Dr. Swaminathan has filed four international patents and 
they have been commercialized by Novabone Products, 
USA, Q Glass, USA and Aldrich Chemicals, USA. 

He is currently the Director, Centre of Nanotechnology 
& Advanced Biomaterials (CeNTAB) at SASTRA 
University. CeNTAB is involved in multifaceted areas to 
evolve cutting edge technologies in health care. Dr. S. 
Swaminathan is also a visiting professor at the Dept. of 
Orthopaedic Surgery, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, USA.

The Honourable Minister of Science and Technology 
Shr i  Kapi l  Sibal  presented the  award to  
Dr. Swaminathan on March 12 at a function in  New 
Delhi. 

Dr. S. Swaminathan receiving the award from Shri Kapil SibalDr. S. Swaminathan receiving the award from Shri Kapil Sibal
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 IOB EXTENSION COUNTER AT SASTRA UPGRADED TO 
FULL FLEDGED BRANCH 

The Indian Overseas Bank SASTRA Extension Counter 
functioning at the Campus since 1997 has been upgraded 
as a Full-Fledged Branch. At a special function 

thorganised by IOB on 28  March 2007, Prof. 
S.Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and 
Development inaugurated the bank branch. Shri 
R. Vaidhyanathan, Chief  Regional Manager, 
Thanjavur,.  Shri S. Chandrasekaran, Chief Manager, 
Nilagirivattam Branch and Shri G.S. Sankaranarayanan, 
Senior Manager, SASTRA Extension Counter and other 
officials from IOB participated in the function.

Facilities

sFull Fledged Banking

sE-See Banking (Internet Banking Facility)

sDraw Draf ts  Payable  a t  Thanjavur  or  
Tiruchirapalli

sRTGS / NEFT Facility for Inter Bank Online 
Money Transfer  ( IFSC Code IOBA0001798 )

s ATM's Separately for Public & Girls Hostel

sCore Banking Facility/Any Where Banking (AWB) 

sIndian Overseas Bank (IOB), SASTRA Branch 
(Code No. 1798 ), SASTRA Campus, Thanjavur 
613 402. 

Prof.S.Vaidhyasubramaniam cutting the ribbon 
to mark the opening of the bank

Prof. Usha Devi lighting the traditional lampProf. Usha Devi lighting the traditional lamp

IOB ATM FOR GIRL STUDENTS

An Automated Teller Machine, exclusively for girl 
students of SASTRA was installed by the Indian 

th
Overseas Bank at the ladies hostel of the university on 8  
March 2007, the International Women's Day. This is the 
second ATM to be setup by IOB at SASTRA and it is the 
first of its kind in India.

The ATM Facility was inaugurated by Prof. 
K. Usha Devi, Dean - School of Computing, SASTRA 
University in the presence of  Shri Natarajan, Former 
Executive Director, IOB and Shri R. Vaidhyanathan, 
Chief Regional Manager, Thanjavur. 

Shri  S. Chandrasekaran, Chief Manager, Nilagirivattam 
Branch and Shri G.S. Sankaranarayanan, Senior 
Manager, SASTRA Extension Counter participated in 
the function. 

PLACEMENT SEASON BLOOMS AS JOB OFFERS BOOM   

1035 III year B. Tech. students of SASTRA University 
have been placed in various software companies 
including the top 4 software services companies during 
the campus placements conducted at SASTRA in the last 
10 days. These students will be entering their final year 
B. Tech. in July 2007. SASTRA University has also 
offered to the companies that the students already 
campus placed may be trained according to the 
requirements of the companies both in theory and 
practice within the curriculum framework by offering 
the industrial requirement course by way of optional 
papers. At the same time, the Vice-Chancellor, in a 
communication sent to the campus placed students' 
parents, has categorically cautioned that these students 
must maintain their academic standards, discipline and 
attendance and any small drop in any of the three will 
result in the institution reporting the matter to the 
companies concerned and the companies withdrawing 
the offer. 

Still many companies are visiting SASTRA and about 
100 students are waiting to join the industries where they 
would like to work in their core subjects. 

Similarly more than 900 B. Tech. students, belonging to 
the 2007 batch, have been placed during various campus 
recruitments at SASTRA. This includes offers from 
Singaporean & Korean Companies.
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AGRI CLINICS & AGRI BUSINESS TRAINING PROGRAMME

The fourth Batch of Agri Clinics and Agri Business 
th

Training Programme, was inaugurated on 19  February 
2007. The programme is being conducted by the Nodal 
Centre for Agri Clinics and Agri Business of SASTRA 
University, which was sponsored by Ministry of 
Agriculture, Government of India, The training 
programme was inaugurated by  Shri M. Jothi, Joint 
Director of Agriculture, Thanjavur.  In his address Shri 
Jothi advised young agri and veterinary graduates and 
trainees of the Agri Clinics and Agri Business Training 
Programme to take technology-based innovative 
methods to rural farmers for better yield and mutual 
economical prospects. Young agri graduates should 
work on region-based requirements of agriculture.  

Shri R.Vaidyanathan, Chief Regional Manager, Indian 
Overseas Bank, Thanjavur, who spoke in the functiion  
appreciated the efforts of the Agri Clinic Centra of 
SASTRAfor having achieved 50% success rate against 
the national average of 20%. Shri N. Punniamurthy, 
Professor and Head, Veterinary University - Training 
and Research Centre, Thanjavur, also spoke. 
Dr. S. Murugesh, Nodal Officer, Agri Clinic and Agri 
Business Centre, SASTRA, welcomed the gathering. 
Twenty participants comprising graduates  of 
agriculture, horticulture, veterinary and animal sciences 
are attending the two-month training programme which 

stwill go up to 21  April 2007.

CARISM GETS NEW RECOGNITION 

The Centre for Advanced Research in Indian System of 
Medicine (CARISM) at SASTRA University has been 
approved by the Directorate of Drug Control of 
Tamilnadu for carrying out tests for identity, purity, 
quality and strength of a variety of ayurvedic and siddha 
drugs or raw materials used in the manufacture thereof.  
The approval to the CARISM is yet another 
achievement to the centre which is recognized by the 
AYUSH, Ministry of Health, Govt. of India as a 
National Drug Testing Facility.  CARISM is currently 
engaged in research for standardization of traditional 
formulations to cure arthritis, leucoderma, 
cardiovascular diseases and obesity besides various 
other research activities.  This approval to CARISM 
symbolizes the achievements of the centre hitherto and 
is a recognition to its various state of the arts facilities 
l i k e  N M R ,  G S M S ,  H P L C ,  H P T L C ,  U V 
Spectrophotometer, etc.

TCS ACCREDITS SASTRA 

M/s. TATA Consultancy Services Ltd. has accredited 
SASTRA University and awarded the Highest Grade. A 
team from the Academic Interface Programme of TCS 
visited SASTRA and conducted a detailed inspection of 
all the facilities, interacted with the faculty and students 
before awarding the A Grade (Highest Grade), thus 
bringing SASTRA in the elite company of premier 
institutes.

STTP ON SOFT COMPUTING TECHNIQUES 

An ISTE/AICTE sponsored Short Term Training 
Programme on “Soft Computing Techniques Employed 
in Image Processing and Cryptography” was organized 
by the Computer Science and Engineering Division of 

th th
the School of Computing form 26  to 30  March 2007. 
T h e  p r o g r a m m e  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  b y  
Dr. V. Gopalakrishnan, Former Executive Director, 
BHEL, Trichy. Thirty participants from ten institutions 
attended the programme. Dr. M.thiyagarajan, Professor, 
School of Computing was the Coordinator.     

Ph.D AT SASTRA

Smt. S. Subasree, Assistant Professor, 
School of Computing defended her 
thesis, “Development of Active Queue 
Management Scheme through Soft 
Computing  Techniques,” in a public 
viva voce examination conducted on 

t h
1 7  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 6 .  

Dr.K.S.Ravichandran,  Professor, School of 
Computing, SASTRA was her research advisor.   Presentation of memento to Dr. Gopalakrishnan

Presentation of memento to Shri M. JothiPresentation of memento to Shri M. Jothi
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CENTRAL SOPHISTICATED INSTRUMENTATION FACILITY AT CARISM

The Central Sophisticated Instrumentation Facility 
(CSIF) of the Centre for Advanced Research in Indian 
System of Medicine (CARISM) was inaugurated by 
Dr. Laxman Prasad, Advisor & Head, Technology 
Development and Transfer Division, Department of 
Science and Technology, Government of India, New 

thDelhi on 5  March 2007. The sophisticated instruments 
available with this facility include HPLC, HPTLC, 
AAS, GC-MS, GMS with double detector,  FTIR, NMR, 
UV-Visible spectroscopy, Micro-wave Digester, 
Graphite Furnace, Particle Size Analyzer, etc., costing to 
the tune of Rs. 10 crores.

Dr.Laxman Prasad, said that the Department of Science 
and Technology is very much concerned with improving 
the quality of research and development in the country. 

The drugs and pharmaceuticals research programme 
encourages public-private partnership projects, and 
state-of-the–art infrastructure in the country. Indian 
academic institutions have become well-equipped in this 
front compared to the past. He appealed to the Young 
Scientists of SASTRA to optimally utilize the 
infrastructure. He also added that the youth should use 
the time and opportunity for generating quality research 
so as to add value to Indian System of Medicine and 
strengthen pharmaceutical industries. He appreciated 
the active participation of SASTRA in this challenge 
by its strength in generating IPR, quality publications, 
R&D manpower, linkages with industry and institutions, 
etc.

Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean - Sponsored Research 
informed that this centre would enable the Indian Drug 
Manufacturers to validate their products and facilitate 
their participation in international competitions. He 
added that the centre has already filed international 
patents of products on Leucoderma, Rheumatoid 
Arthritis and Diabetes, and SASTRA could create 
institutional tie-up among JNCASR, Bangalore, BHU 
Varanasi, University of Madras and Industries like 
Orchid Pharmaceuticals, Vedic Remedies, Citadel Fine 
Chemicals, Tulsi Ayurvedic Products & Research, 
Bahodhi, etc.

Dr. G. J. Samathanam, Advisor, DST, Prof. G.P. Dubey 
Distinguished Professor, SASTRA and Prof. 
S.Rajarajan, Dean, Presidency College/President of 
IBMS, Chennai also participated. 

SASTRA'S CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS NATIONAL R& D STATISTICS

A research project entitled “Quantification of manpower 

and financial resources devoted to Research & 

Development in Science and Technology from Higher 

Education Sector, India” was accomplished by 

CARISM, SASTRA under Dr. G. Victor Rajamanickam. 

This project was funded by NSTMIS division, 

Department of Science & Technology, Govt. of India. 

This is the first ever attempt in higher education sector 

and the challenging task of analyzing and evaluating the 

154 S&T universities annual report and budget 

estimates. The outcome of the project has been 
th

published in the University News Journal dated 26  
st March to 1 April 2007. (Authors of the paper: Senthil 

Kumar J, Rajamanickam G V, Samathanam G J. and 

Gopalan N P.)

Dr. Laxman Prasad cutting the ribbon
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Dr. S.Jayalalitha, Professor School of EEE presented a 
paper titled “Virtual Instrumentation based Signal 
analysis for fault identification in Transformers' in a 
conference held at NIT, Trichy from 4-6 January 2007. 
This paper has been adjudged the 'Second Best Paper' in 
the area of Measurement and Instrumentation and was 
awarded a cash award of Rs.1000.

Ms. Manisha Rastogi, Junior Research 
Fellow of CARISM has got the best 
paper award leading to a cash award of 
Rs.1,000 for her paper entitled, 
“Efficacy of Ayurvedic Drug 
Formulation on Oxidative Stress of 
Colchicine Induced Dysfunction in 

Experimental Model of Alzheimer's disease” in the 
International Conference on “Emerging Trends in Free 

rdRadicals and Antioxidant Research”, 3  Biennial 
Meeting of the Society for Free Radical Research-Asia 
(SFRR-Asia) and Sixth Annual Meeting of the Society 
for Free Radical Research-India (SFRR-India)”, 
organized by Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), 

th thMumbai on 8  to 11  January 2007. 

Mr.Rudra Prakash Ojha, Junior 
Research Fellow of CARISM has also 
got the best paper award leading to a 
cash award of Rs.1,000 on his paper 
e n t i t l e d ,  “ A n t i o x i d a n t  a n d  
Neuroprotective Effects of Polyherbal 
Drug Formulation in Experimental 
Model of Parkinson's disease”, in the 
same conference

LAURELS IN SPORTS AND GAMES

Best Physique 

Our students participated 
in the Best Physique 
competition in the Tamil 
Nadu Inter Engineering 
Sports (TIES '07), held at 
MNM Jain Engineering 

thCollege, Chennai from 10  
thto 24  February 2007 and 

won the following medals:

Chi.Mukesh Kumar, III EEE - Gold Medal – 65 kg.

Chi Rahul Krishnan, IV Mech – Silver Medal  +90.

Chi. P. Pandia Rajan, II BIOT – Bronze Medal – 60 kg.

Chi. B. Deenadalayan, III CSE - Bronze Medal – 85 kg.

Our team secured 62 points and received the Team 
Championship and M.N. Maharaj Memorial Shield for 
the First Place.

In the Weight Lifting Competition Chi P. R. Siva 
Sakthivel, IV Mech won the Silver Medal in 94kg 
Category.   

Table Tennis

In the TIES '07 Table 
Tennis event our Women 
Team comprising Kum. 
A . J a n a n i  I I  B I O T,  
K u m . N i v e d i t h a  
Vathsangam III BIOT 
K u m .  D e e p t h i  
Rajagopalan III BIOT and 
Kum.R.Niveditha II BIOT 
won the Bronze Medal. 

JETS '07

In JETS '07 Tournament organized by St.Joseph's 
th thEngineering College, Chennai from 26  to 28  January 

2007 our students won prizes in the following events.

Power Lifting 

Chi. V. Gowri Shankar, IV Mech – Gold 

Chi. P. R. Sivasakthivel, IV Mech – Bronze

Chi H. Balakrishnan, III MIBT – Bronze

Weight Lifting

 Chi. P.  R. Sivasakthivel, IV Mech – Silver

 Chi H. Balakrishnan, III MIBT – Silver

Best Physique

Chi.  P.  Pandia Rajan, II BIOT - Silver

Chi. V. Gowri Shankar, IV Mech – Bronze

FACULTY PAPER PRESENTATION

The Winning Team

The Winning Team

INVITED LECTURE BY SASTRA PROFESSOR

Dr. Kal Renganathan Sharma, Professor, School of 
Chemical and Biotechnology, delivered the Industrial 

rdand Applied Chemistry invited lecture at the 43  Annual 
th

Convention of Chemists on 25  December, 2005 at 
Aurangabad, Maharastra on “Solution Methods and 
Applications for Generalized Fick's Law of Diffusion.” 
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WORKSHOP ON SELF-INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT

A workshop on 'Self-Instructional Materials 
st

Development' was organized on 1  April, 2007. Prof. 
V. N. Rajasekharan Pillai, Vice-Chancellor, Indira 
Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), 
inaugurated the Workshop. In his inaugural address he 
said purpose of distance education is not only reaching 
the people who have not yet been reached but also 
enhancing capabilities of the existing teachers. 
Technology should be used for building the capabilities 
of existing teachers. 

"While it is a fact that we want a large number of 
teachers to meet the increasing demand, it is also 
necessary to strengthen the abilities of existing teachers. 
This should be done by integrating technical inputs such 
as video, web, Edusat etc," he said. 

Teachers should be taught how to convert conventional 
class rooms into digital classrooms and to  make use of 
technology. Prof. Pillai also called for teaching-learning 
innovations.  Distance education system should take up 
the challenge of increasing the percentage of students 
who to took high school education by producing quality 
teachers. 

Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean - Sponsored Research 
recalled the collaboration between SASTRA University 
and IGNOU in offering various distance education 
programmes, all of them approved by the Distance 
Education Council (DEC).

Dr. P. Ramani, Dean Education, SASTRA,  
Dr.K.N. Sivaramanan, Visiting Professor, Major 
Balasubramanian, Principal, School of Education, SRC, 

PANEL DISCUSSION ON UNION BUDGET

A panel discussion on the Union 
Budget was organized by The Hindu 

th
Business Line Club of SASTRA on 8  
March 2007. Dr. Arthreya Programme 
Director, Technical Resource Centre 
for  Food Securi ty,  Dr.  M.S.  
Swaminathan Research Foundation, 
who participated in the discussion said 

that people's aspirations are rarely getting reflected in 
budgetary process in this country. In the budgetary 
process, economic structure, global in Indian situations 
were taken into consideration.

A budget could be evaluated form the perspectives of 
growth, distributive impact, price stability and self-
reliance. 

In the budget, reduction in several import duties were 
announced but not primarily with regard to essential 
commodities. There was no attempt to eliminate or phase 
out exemptions. 

There was not a word on unpaid tax arrears estimated at 
Rs. 1,15,000 crore. There was significant increases for 
education and health, but from a low base short of need.  
Schemes such as Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, Integrated Child 
Development scheme and Public Distribution System 
should be strengthened, Dr. Arthreya said.

TRAINING PROGRAMME ON THE USE OF ONLINE DATA BASES

SASTRA is subscribing to a number of online Databases of 
Journals, books and dissertations costing about Rupees 
One Crore per annum and the access to the above data 
bases are available throughout the Intranet. With a view to 
ensure better and effective use of the E-resources by the 
faculty and research scholars and students of SASTRA, the 
Central Library organized a one day Training Orientation 
Programme on “Effective utilization of online Databases”. 
Over 150 users attended the programme held in four 
sessions. Database Administrators from SCOPUS and 
SCIENCE DIRECT conduct the sessions.

Prof. Rajasekharan Pillai lighting the traditional lamp

Dr. B. Krishnamurthy acted as resource persons. 45 
participants from Bharathidasan, Alagappa, 
Manonmaniyam Sundaranar, SASTRA and Tamil 
University attended the Workshop. Prof. K.G. Seshadri, 
Dean, Humanities & Sciences delivered the valedictory 
address. Dr. S. Krishore, Director, DDE, SASTRA 
Coordinated the Workshop.
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CONTACT PROGRAMME ON “MIX DESIGN”

A one-day contact programme on “Mix Design” was 
thorganized on 4  March 2007 jointly by Grasim 

Industries Limited, Chennai, a leading cement 
manufacturing company and School of Civil 
Engineering, SASTRA.  37 Engineers and Building 
contractors attended the programme. 

 “CATCH THEM YOUNG”

A  t r a i n i n g  
programme for 
the final year 
B.Tech Civil 
Eng inee r ing  
s t u d e n t s  
christened as 
“Catch them 
Young,” was 
organized on 

th
5  March 2007 
jointly by Grasim Industries Limited, School of Civil 
Engineering. The programme aimed at giving the 
necessary inputs to the students on the quality of 
concrete and the job opportunities available in the 
building industries. 45 IV B.Tech Civil Engineering 
Students  attended the programme.

 AWARD FOR INNOVATIVE IDEA TO COMBAT AIDS

C h i .  A .  S a v a n i ,  C h i .  B .  C h a n d r a m o u l i ,  
Chi. R. S. Saravanan of III Integrated M. Tech. 
(Industrial Biotechnology) and A. Praveen of III B. 
Tech. (Biotechnology) participated in a poster 
competition in the clinical sciences section for a   novel 
approach to prevent HIV infection, at the   International 
Conference on Molecular Cellular Biology and 
Therapeutics of HIV and associated viral infections held 

th th
at the University of Hyderabad from 12  to 14  January, 
2007. The team won a special prize for their innovative 
idea to combat AIDS. 

The conference was a confluence of scientific minds 
from across the globe to discuss various methods to 
combat AIDS. The conference was jointly organised by 
the United States Department of Health & Human 
Services, Indo-US Science & Technology Forum, 
ICMR, Department of Science & Technology, JNCASR, 
CSIR, Dr. Reddy laboratories, Abbott India Ltd., and 
Matrix laboratories, had participants from United States, 
United Kingdom, Canada, Germany, Iran, Ukraine, 
Bangladesh, Netherlands and Japan apart from those 
from all over India. 

The young quartet won appreciation from experts for 
their suggestion of using an antibody tagged drug-loaded 
liposome that will specifically target the CD4 cells of the 
immune system and the drug released will prevent the 
binding of HIV to the receptor and this idea won them a 
cash prize of Rs.1, 000. 

Research Grant from SASTRA

The Vice-Chancellor SASTRA, granted these students  
Rs.50,000  from the Prof. T. R. Rajagopalan R&D Cell to 
proceed on the research work in this area, using the 
amount as a seed grant. The students will work  under the 
guidance of Dr. K. Uma Maheswari, Professor at the 
School of Chemical & Biotechnology, SASTRA 
University. 

LAURELS IN QUIZ

A team comprising Chi. Raghuvansh Ramaswamy III 
B.Tech. Mech, Chi. Sheshadri Krishna Vasudevan III 
B.Tech.  Mechatronics and Chi. Surakshith II MS., IT 
won the second position in the 2007 All India Quiz 
Competition held in Madras University, organised by the 

st thAssociation of Indian Universities during 21  to 26  
January 2007. 

SASTRA University had to concede the first position to 
Punjab University in the final round by a margin of one 
(last) question. 

In Madras University, eight universities participated 
representing the four zones, the Southern zone being 
represented by SASTRA and Calicut universities. 
SASTRA emerged second in the finals. Earlier this 
month, in the Southern Selection Competition, SASTRA 
and Calicut Universities emerged winners, knocking of 
all other southern universities. 

It is heartening to note that in the competition in which 
more than 300 universities participated, the first prize 
was won by a university from the northern part and the 
second prize by SASTRA from the southern part. 
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BOOK PUBLISHED

The text book in English prescribed 
for the II Semester B.Tech 
Programmes titled “Technical 
Communication Skills,” authored 
by Dr. P. Ramani, Dean, Education, 
was published in December, 2006.  
In the light of the emerging 
corporate requirements, a new 
orientation has been given in this 
book.  The contents of the book 
focus on the skills of the students of 

Engineering and Technology with reference to their 
requirements in terms of spoken and written 
communication, at the interpersonal, official and mass 
levels.

MAGAZINE RELEASED

The Students' Biotechnology 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S A S T R A 
University has released the second 
volume of NULCEO magazine on 

nd2  February 2007. It was released 
by Dr. Prakash Vaschaspathy, 
Research Scientist, Astra Zeneca 
India Private Limited, Bangalore. 
The first copy was received by Dr. 
K.N. Somasekharan, Dean -

School of Chemical Biotechnology.

BLOOD DONATION & TREE PLANTING PROGRAMMES BY NSS

A blood donation camp and tree plantation programme 
were organised by the NSS unit of SASTRA as part of 
the Independence Day celebrations. A team of doctors 
headed by Dr. R. Subbalakshmi of Thanjavur Medical 
College and Dr. I. Shanmugha Sundaram of Kali Blood 
Bank collected 398 units of blood  from students and 
staff members.

NSS SPECIAL CAMP 

The three NSS Units of SASTRA organized a special 
camp at Vallampudur, Nattani and Savariyar Patti 

th thvillages from 16  to 25  February 2007. 

During the camp multifarious activities were organized, 
which proved to be of real use to the villagers. In the 
Herbal Camp free herbal oil treatment was given to the 
persons who were suffering from rumatics problem. The 
Self Help Group women of the villages were trained on 
Zarthosi work. Blood grouping and diabetics testing 
camp, Siddha medical camp, Health awareness camp, 

tree planting, eye camp, temple cleaning work and 
sports competitions to the school students were 
organized. Special lectures were delivered by eminent 
persons on topics such as Healthy Society for Healthy 
Environment,  Rural Livestok Farming and 
Management, Rainwater Harvesting and Small Savings. 

The camp was coordinated by Dr. S. Raghuraman, NSS 
Programme Coordinator and Shri D.Manivannan, 
Programme Officer.   

Prof. K.G. Seshadri addressing the audience

SASTRA'S PONGAL GIFT TO VILLAGERS

The management of SASTRA distributed 5 kg of rice, 1 
kg of jaggery and half kg of dhal to 560 ration card 
holders of Tirumalaisamudram and 360 card holders of 

th
Valam Puthur villages, on 13  January 2007, on the eve 
of the Pongal Festival. The Deputy Registrars 
Shri. C. Swaminathan and Shri. S. Sriraman distributed 
the bags.

Shri C. Swaminathan giving away the Pongal gift 
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MAHALIR THITTAM PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR UNEMPLOYED YOUTH

A professional training programme for unemployed 
youth is being organized by SASTRA Universtiy, under 
the Mahalir Thittam of the Government of Tamil Nadu.   
Courses of one month duration, on 1. Basic Fabrication, 
Welding and Pipe Work and 2. Basic Electrical 

th
Installation were commenced on 20  February 2007. 35 
candidates selected by the Project Officer, Mahalir 
Thittam, Thanjavur are undergoing the courses. 

Prof. B. Venkatramani addressing the audience The participants of the programme

SASTRA INKS MOU WITH STANDARD CHARTERED 

Standard Chartered Scope International & 

SASTRA University signed an MoU in the 

area of Soft Skill Development for Arts & 

Science Graduates. The MoU provides 

scope for development of teaching material 

for a course work on SOFT SKILLS for III 

year students in the Arts & Sciences stream. 

This course work will be developed by the 

School of Humanities & Sciences, 

SASTRA University based on the inputs 

from SCOPE International. This is aimed at 

improving the employability of such 

students for the ITES industry. SASTRA 

will also be the Lead Academic Training 

Partner (LATA) and shall provide 

residential training programmes in its campus for teachers from various colleges of the State of Tamilnadu on the 

curriculum and course material developed. The MoU was signed by the Shri. Shriram Iyer, CEO, Scope International 

and Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean – Planning & Development SASTRA University. Mr. Peter Sands, Group 

CEO, Standard Chartered and Dr. Chandramouli, Secretary, Department of IT, Govt. of Tamilnadu were also present 

during the MoU signing function.

Two more courses on  Basic Masonry and  
Basic Motor Vehicle Mechanism are also proposed to be 
conducted. On completion of the courses the 
participants will be issued certificates issued by City & 
Guilds. The courses are being conducted by the faculty 
members of Shanmugha Polytechnic College.       

Signing of the MoUSigning of the MoU
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SOCIAL SERVICE CAMP FOR B.Ed., STUDENTS  

A two-day Social service camp was conducted for the 
th thB.Ed., students of SRC on 4  and 5  2007, at the 

Government Higher Secondary School, NatchiyarKoil, 
Shri. V.S. Radhakrishnan, Headmaster, Government 
Higher Secondary School, NatchiyarKoil offered his 
felicitations. On the first day, there was campus cleaning 
and in the afternoon temple cleaning of Arulmighu 
Siddanatha Swamy temple, Thirunarayur. There was a 
lecture on Scouting by two scout masters Mr. A. 
Vallimanavalan and Mr. H. Ravichandran.

On the second day, Lecture – cum- demonstration on 
YOGA was given by Mr. A.C. Balasubramanian, Sri 
Matha Matricualtion School, Kumbakonam. This was 
followed by a lecture on Health Education by Dr. S. 

Selvarajan. The 
s tudents  were  
taken to  Fi re  
service station, 
where they were 
given exposure to 
fire fighting and 
reuse operations. 
In the evening 
Cultural show 

was organized and participated by the students of 
School of Education. 

WOMEN'S DAY  CELEBRATION 

Under the auspices of the Athenaeum, an oratorical 
thcontest was organized on International Women's Day, 8   

March 2007, on the topic  'Inspiring Women'. Around 27 
students took part in the contest Dr. T. Jayadoss, Head  
of the Department of Chemistry and Bio-sciences 
presided over the function and gave away the prizes.

N.S.S. ACTIVITIES AT SRC 

Road Safety Awareness Rally

Police Department of Kumbakonam Division organised 
tha Road Safety Awareness Rally on 9  January 2007. 

Fifty NSS Volunteers from SRC participated in the rally.  
The rally was followed by a function where 15 NSS 
Volunteers from SRC were given certificates in 
appreciation of their participation in the crowd 
regulation process during Deepavali Festival 2006.  The 
Deputy Superintendent of Ploice of Kumbakonam 
Division presided over the function and distributed the 
certificates

Blood Donation
th

The NSS unit organized a Blood Donation camp on 11  
January 2007, in which 75 units of blood were donated 
by the students of SRC and NSS volunteers. A tem from 
Kali Blood Bank, Kumbakonam, conducted the camp. 
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NSS SPECIAL CAMP AT MARUTHANALLUR

A 10-day Special camp at Maruthanallur and 
Karuvalercheri was organized by the NSS units of 
SRC., on the national theme 'Healthy Youth for Healthy 
India'.  The activities of the camp included Blood 
Grouping, General Medical Checkup for the Villagers, 
Special Lectures, Road laying, Tree planting, Yoga 
Demonstration etc. A general medical camp was 
conducted by Dr. Rajalakshmi, Dr. Kamalakannan, and 
Dr. Santhi. Medicines worth Rs. 50,000/- were 
distributed free of cost to 450 villagers.  Sports 
Competitions were also conducted to the School 
Children.  Shri A.C. Balasubramanian, Yoga Therapy 
Consultant rendered the special Lecture on Yoga Dr. T. 
Jeyadoss Head  of the Department of Chemistry and Bio 
Sciences Lectured on 'Nutrition and Healthy Life'  
Dr. J. Udayakumar Spoke on 'Siddha Medicine' 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

In Clay Modelling Contest conducted by Department of 
nd

English of National College Trichy on 2  March, Kum. 
Yokeshwari of I ECE  and Kum Thulasi  of  the same 
class bagged the I & II Prize respectively.  

In the cultural contest organized by The Government 
nd

College for Women, Kumbakonam on 22  February 
2007, a team of students from SRC took part in various 
competitions and won the following prizes.

Selvi C. Ramya of II B.Tech. CSE and Selvi S. Dhivya of 
II MCS I in Light Music 

Selvi Suganya and Mangala won second prize in group 
dance. 

In the competitions conducted by ICFAI National 
th th

College Thanjavur  on 16  and 17  February  our 
students won the following prizes:

Kum. C. Ramya - I Classical Music(Solo) 

Kum. Dhivya, M. Ramya, Chi. Harihasudhan, Chi. 
Harisundhar, Chi. Rajkumar and Chi. Arjun Srivastav-
_II in Light Music 

Kum. Jayanthi and Chi. Arunagiri of I M.Sc. Micro 
Biology -I in Paper presentation. 

Temple Cleaning
thOn 24  February 2007 the NSS units of SRC undertook 

a special assignment of cleaning Arulmigu Karkudi 
Nathar Temple at Marudhanallur, Kumbakonam Taluk. 
Around   115 volunteers involved themselves in this 
noble task.  

Campus Cleaning 
rd

On 3  March a one-day campus cleaning programme 
was organized in which the NSS volunteers cleaned the 
SRC campus. NSS pogramme officers at SRC Shri 
S. Meganathan and Shri. S. Sayee Prasanna, and Shri. 
P. Senthilkumar Physical Director organized the camp.

NSS volunteers involved the campus clean

GUEST LECTURE

Gene Chem, the association of the Department of 
Chemistry and Bio-Sciences organized a special lecture 

rdon 23  February 2007. Dr. A.Ganapathy, Professor, 
Department of Biotechnology, Bharathidasan 
University, Trichy delivered the lecture on “Transgenic 
Approaches to Improve Crop Yield” 
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SHANMUGHA
ARTS, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & 

RESEARCH ACADEMY

(SASTRA)
( A UNIVERSITY ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 3 OF THE UGC ACT, 1956)

THANJAVUR - 613 402.

Book-Post

Prof. K.G. Seshadri Dean, Humanities & Sciences

Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam Dean, Planning & Development

Dr.  S. Swaminathan Dean, (SR) & Director (CeNTAB)

Shri G. Venkatraman Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of English

Smt S. Pramila Sr. Lecturer,  Dept. of English

Shri R. Ravi Lecturer,  Dept. of English, SRC

ITIHAS can also be viewed at www.sastra.edu

EDITORIAL BOARDEDITORIAL BOARD

SNIPPETS FROM 
SHANMUGHA POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE

nd
The Twenty third Sports Day was held on 2  March 

2007. Shri S. Tamil Selvan, District Sports Officer, 

Thanjavur delivered the sports day address and 

distributed the prizes. Shri V. Paramasivam, Physical 

Director presented the Annual Report of the sports and 

games activates of the year 2006-07.   

XXIII SPORTS DAY

Our Hand Ball team came Runners-Up in the Inter 
Polytechnic Athletic Association (IPAA) Trichy 
Division tournament held at Govt. Polytechnic College, 

th
Trichy on 4  January 2007. 

IPAA TOURNAMENT

The Chief Guest awarding the trophy
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