ITIH AS
(IT Is Happening At SASTRA)

Newsletter from SASTRA University

Message from the
VICE - CHANCELLOR
I am delighted to share the news that
SASTRA University has secured a new
score of 3.54 from NAAC. This is based
on our appeal to NAAC, on the earlier
score of 3.3 during the third cycle of
accreditation. With the new score of
3.54, SASTRA emerges ahead of all
technical private universities and State
Universities in Tamil Nadu and amongst
the very few Universities in India with such high score.
With a view to position SASTRA as a comprehensive University
amongst the best in the world, the Vision 2025 document was
prepared and Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, former President of India,
released it on April 6, 2015. On the occasion, he also
commissioned the 1.25 MW Roof-top Solar System established
at SASTRA, the largest installation of its type in South India.
Delivering the XIV University Day Address, Prof. Bhaskar
Ramamurthy, Director – IIT Madras, suggested that students
should be allowed to discover their own professional skills. He
distributed various academic awards to students and faculty
members.
SASTRA's dynamic efforts to maintain quality has yielded
positive results. There is a rise in the quality of the applications
we received for B.Tech. admissions and a substantial increase in
the number of students who apply with JEE main score. This
year, the counselling for admissions were held from June 24 – 26,
2015.
Ever conscious of our social responsibility, SASTRA University
contributed relief materials worth Rs 40 lakh to Operation
MAITRI, to help the victims of the recent Nepal earthquake.
The relief materials were handed over to Seva Bharati at New
Delhi on May 7, 2015.
The US Patent & Trade Mark Office has awarded a patent to
SASTRA for developing a system and method to embed data
through pullikolam. I congratulate Dr. John Bosco Balaguru and
Dr. Amirtharajan, the faculty at SEEE for their commendable
efforts.
The XI Nani Palkhivala Memorial National Tax Moot Court
Competition organised in May, the Nani Palkhivala Memorial
Lecture delivered by Shri Gopal Subramaniam, Former Solicitor
General of India and Shri Narayanan Memorial Lecture
delivered by Shri R. Gandhi, Deputy Governor, RBI in April, are
the other notable events of the quarter.
Classes for the academic year commenced on June 25, 2015 and I
wish all our students a successful year ahead!
Prof. R. Sethuraman
Vice-Chancellor
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NAAC UPGRADES SASTRA
The National Assessment & Accreditation Council
(NAAC) considered the appeal of SASTRA University and
awarded a new score of 3.54. SASTRA University was
Awarded 'A' Grade in the third cycle of accreditation by
NAAC with a score of 3.3 during its visit held during March
2014. The University preferred an appeal on the scores
awarded and based on the details provided, the Appeal
Committee has revised the scoring on 4 parameters –
Curricular Aspects, Research-Consultancy & Extension,
Teaching & Learning and Innovation & Best Practices. The
appellate authority revised the score to 3.54 and its decision
was finally approved by the Executive Committee in its
meeting held on May 11, 2015. With a new score of 3.54 and
Grade 'A', SASTRA emerges ahead of all technical private
universities and State Universities in Tamil Nadu including
Anna University and Madras University.

Dr. A.P.J ABDUL KALAM RELEASES SASTRA'S VISION 2025
DOCUMENT & COMMISSIONS 1.25 MW ROOF-TOP SOLAR SYSTEM
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, Former President of India released
SASTRA University's Vision 2025 document and
commissioned the 1.25 MW Roof-top Solar System on April
6, 2015.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Kalam underlined the need to
integrate science and technology with public policy to achieve
high socio-economic growth. He said that the 21st century
universities should build this link for mutual benefit and also

From left: Shri Sanjeev Mehra, Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam,
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, Prof. R. Sethuraman, Dr. S. Swaminathan
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Former President of India lighting the traditional lamp

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam addressing the audience

usher in a new wave of virtualisation of class-rooms to
provide affordable and quality higher education.

Earlier, he visited various research labs at the interdisciplinary research centre of SASTRA and interacted with
research faculty and scholars.

He charted a plan for Indian researchers to explore
the four dimensional transformational
opportunities - smart waterways as
highways for economic prosperity,
Earth-Moon-Mars as an economic
entity, solar energy from space and
genetically modified medicine
for individuals.
Citing the application driven
research of the university,
D r. K a l a m e x p r e s s e d
happiness at three major
research outputs of SASTRA
that have high socio-economic
impact: the microbial treatment
of textile effluents, targeted drug
delivery for cancer and cancer
immunity systems and development
of health care products like myocardial
patch artificial skin.

We l c o m i n g t h e g a t h e r i n g ,
Prof.R.Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor
said that the Vision 2025 document is
a living document to transform
SASTRA University into a Centre
of Excellence in the next 10
years.
As part of SASTRA's social
engagement, SASTRA has
undertaken to provide full
support to school education to
100 children who had lost their
parents in the Uttarakhand
tragedy and as a first step, 40
students have been identified and
were admitted in a school in Rishikesh
last week, the Vice Chancellor added.

Dr. S.Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean – Planning
Administering an oath to the students, Dr. Kalam VISION-2025 WHEEL
and Development, Dr. S. Swaminathan, Deanurged them to participate in national development
Sponsored Research and Shri Sanjeev Mehra, Managing
with a nationalistic zeal, scientific temper and high degree of
Director of TPTCL were also present.
self- confidence.
A section of the audience

A view of the Solar Panel erected at SASTRA
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SASTRA Vision 2025 Document
The Vision 2025 strives to establish SASTRA as one of the
highly respected institutions in the world, provide
leadership and excellence in teaching & research, nurture
creativity & innovation, increase our global visibility
through collaborations and to provide a strong social
interface to empower the community.

1.25MW Rooftop Solar Power Plant
The 1.25MW rooftop solar power plants at SASTRA's
Thanjavur and Kumbakonam campuses have been
installed by Tata Power Solar, as part of SASTRA's green
energy efforts. Set up on 11 buildings across the two
campuses, these plants come with in-built grid interactive
string inverters to achieve efficiency up to 98 per cent and
reduce losses. To further minimize transmission and
distribution losses, power generated by each rooftop plant
will be used by the same building.
The plants are likely to offset 25 percent of SASTRA's total
power consumption. The plants will generate nearly 20
lakh units of power annually and help reduce more than
1600 tonnes of carbon dioxide emission. This solar power
plant is the largest installation of its type in South India.

SHRI V. NARAYANAN MEMORIAL LECTURE
Shri R. Gandhi, Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of India
delivered the tenth Shri V. Narayanan Memorial Lecture on
“Differentiated Banks Design Challenges” on April 18, 2015,
at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre, SASTRA, Kumbakonam. In
his lecture, the speaker highlighted the recommendations of
the Nachiket Mor Committee on the need for vertical and
horizontal differentiation of banks.
Based on the capital, scope and area of operation, the need for
differentiation amongst banks was a key factor to harvest the
fruits of the massive financial inclusion policy being
implemented by the banking institutions across the nation in a
bid to take banking services to the unreached, said Shri
Gandhi, adding that the creation of small finance and payment
banks was a major step in that direction.

SASTRA RELIEF FOR NEPAL EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS
The Management of SASTRA University offered relief
materials worth Rs 40 lakh for Operation MAITRI, to help the
victims of Nepal earthquake. The relief materials were handed
over to Rashtriya Sewa Bharati at New Delhi on May 7, 2015.
Relief materials comprise 5,200 woollen blankets, 5000 baby
food packets, 5,000 sanitary napkin packs, 25,000 packets of
tetra-pack milk, 10,000 biscuit packets, 100 sets of tents and
emergency medicines. The materials were sent by a special
cargo train from the Old Delhi Railway Station as part of the
NDRF's major relief operation and were distributed by
Nepalese HSS volunteers. A team from SASTRA headed by
Dean Dr. S.Vaidhyasubramaniam sourced all the relief
materials from various suppliers and loaded them into the
cargo train with timely help from Delhi Civil Defence persons
and volunteers from Rashtriya Sewa Bharati. Medicines were
supplied by M/s. Orchid Chemicals & Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
Alumni from the 1993 batch of SASTRA University also
supported the initiative.

Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean – Planning & Development
handing over the relief materials

The Deputy Governor said that 72 entities have applied for
opening new small financing banks and 41 more applications
for payment banking. 'Technology would be the key driver for
payment bank profitability while service excellence and
unsatiated demand for banking services would drive the
success of small finance banks', said Shri Gandhi. The policy
of differentiated banks has the challenges and limitations that
need to be overcome through careful policy checks and
service delivery mechanisms. The opening of 14.70 crore new
accounts under the Prime Minister's Jan Dhan Yojana and the
identification of 4.93 lakh villages for banking services
expansion were some key moves to achieve the financial
inclusion targets, concluded the speaker.
Dr.S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and
Development, SASTRA, welcomed the gathering recalling
the services of late Shri.V. Narayanan. Prof. R. Sethuraman,
Vice-Chancellor, Shri. S. Balasubramanian, Chairman, CUB
and Dr. N. Kamakodi CEO & MD, CUB, honoured the Chief
Guest with mementos. Dr. N. Kamakodi, proposed a vote of
thanks.
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SASTRA COUNSELLING FOR B.TECH. ADMISSIONS 2015-16
The counselling for admission to various B.Tech. and
M.Tech. (Integrated) programmes offered at SASTRA
University for the year 2015-16 was held from June 24 - 26,
2015. Shri E. Mariappan, Director (News), Doordarshan,
Chennai handed over the first admission letter to
Chi. Srinivasan Govindan of Maharishi Vidya Mandir,
Chennai, who had got an aggregate of 476 in Plus Two
examinations and 226 in Joint Entrance Exam (Main).
Srinivasan Govindan opted for Aerospace Engineering
course.

Dr. S.Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and
Development of SASTRA, said the quality of applications
received this year had improved and over 70% of the students
have scored more than 90% marks in their Higher Secondary
examinations. There is also a substantial increase in the
number of students who apply with JEE main score.
Accessibility, affordability, inclusiveness and quality are the
hallmark of SASTRA, pointed out Dr. Vaidhyasubramaniam.
Over 18,000 applications
were received this year for
1,600 seats.

Speaking on the occasion
Shri Mariappan said that
Dr.V.Badrinath, Dean,
meritorious students from
all over the country get
Training and Placement,
admission at SASTRA
SASTRA, said last year
University without any
2,323 were placed in
hitch because of the
various companies
University's transparent
through campus
admission policy. The
i n t e r v i e w .
University gives no
Dr.S.Swaminathan,
Deanadditional financial
Sponsored Research, the
burden to the parents. This
Registrar
and Deans of the
Shri
E.
Mariappan,
Director
(News),
Doordarshan
giving
away
the
is indeed a yeomen
first admission letter to Chi. Srinivasan Govindan
University were present
service rendered by
on the occasion.
SASTRA to the society
and it will be remembered by the people for ever, the speaker
Earlier, the rank list was released on June 13, 2015. A total of
pointed out.
70 per cent of the seats were allotted based on the JEE and Plus
Referring to the initiatives taken by the Central Government
Two combined score and the remaining 30 per cent on
to promote research and entrepreneurship in the country, Shri
normalised Plus Two aggregate marks.
Mariappan encouraged the students of SASTRA to pursue
Counselling at SRC
research and entrepreneurship as their career. Lauding the
research initiatives of SASTRA, he said that the good
Counselling for admission to various B.Tech. programmes
exposure given to students here will enable them to work even
offered at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre, SASTRA University,
in institutions like NASA.
Kumbakonam was held on July 2, 2015. Dr. S. Swaminathan,
Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor announced a relaxation
Dean, Sponsored Research of the University handed over the
in Plus Two aggregate and JEE Main scores for students from
first letter of allotment to Chi. Kasala Ashif of Siddhaarth
North Eastern States such as Assam, Uttarakhand,
Jr. College, Andhra Pradesh, who topped the merit list with a
Chhattisgarh, Tripura and Jammu and Kashmir, besides the
normalized score of 98%.
Andamans.

Counselling session in progress

4

Dr. S. Swaminathan handing over the first admission letter
to Chi. Kasala Ashif
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XIV UNIVERSITY DAY
The XIV University Day of SASTRA was held on April 22,
2015. Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director, Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras delivered the University Day Address
and distributed several awards to students and faculty
members. Speaking at the celebrations on 'Trends in Higher
Education,' Prof. Ramamurthy said that the Universities
should offer electives based on the evolving interests of
students and they should be given a framework of choices. In
many institutions like IITs, students have to choose their
subject before entering the institution where core curriculum
is defined.
He pointed out that
harder challenges
a r e b e i n g
successfully
tackled by people
with skills from
more than one area
like science and
h
umanities,
Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi addressing the audience
engineering and
humanities and that
the students should be allowed to pick courses from a wider
choice made available to them.

Prof. Ramamurthi also gave away the Kamakoti Award for
the Best Outgoing Student of B.Tech. 2015 batch to
Chi. K. Pranav Shasidhar. The award carries a gold coin and a
citation. Kum. Cynduja Crishnan of B.A., LL.B. (Hons), was
awarded the Justice Shri Patanjali Sastri Award with a medal
and Rs.1 lakh, in recognition of her good academic record.
Earlier, Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor presented the
Annual Report for the year 2014-15, highlighting the
achievements of the University.
SAPHIRE Award
The SAPHIRE Awards were presented to three faculty
members, viz. Dr. K. Uma Maheswari, Dr. R. John Bosco
Balaguru and Dr. P. Brindha, in recognition of their
contribution towards various research activities. The award
carries a citation along with an international vacation tour
package for the faculty and their family members.

“They should be allowed to discover their own professional
skills. At least a small section of the students should be shaped
differently using the resources available in the educational
institutions,” he said.
Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi also said that at present, policy
makers are provided with both partial and incorrect
information as it is not easy for experts in their own limited
fields to give a comprehensive picture of a problem. “You
need people with better understanding of various fields like
basic science, engineering, public policy, law and social
psychology,” he further said. Hence there is a need to open up
the curriculum, he added.

Research Incentives to faculty

Pranav Shasidhar's mother receives the Kamakoti Award

Cash incentives to the tune of Rs 20 lakh were awarded to
various faculty members for their research and teaching
achievements in the academic year 2014-15.
5
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Sleep is short death and for Karmayogi Kalam death is long sleep.
May he guide us once he wakes up from his cosmic sleep.

The Kalam that SASTRA experienced!

DECEMBER 20

2003

SEPTEMBER 24

2006

Dr. Kalam visited SASTRA
Main Campus at Thanjavur
and dedicated the Centre
for Nanotechnology
and Advanced Biomaterials
and the National Facility
for Mechatronics to the nation.

OCTOBER

2

2008
Dr. Kalam inaugurated Silver Jubilee Celebrations of SASTRA University

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam dedicated the Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre of
SASTRA University at Kumbakonam

AUGUST

6

2011

APRIL

6

2015

JUNE 30

2005
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam visited the Community Shelters at Tsunami affected Nagapattinam,
constructed under TIFAC-SASTRA project and distributed calipers to the polio-affected persons

SASTRA University honoured Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
with D.Sc. (honoris causa) at the XXV Convocation.
Dr. Kalam delivered the Convocation Address.

Dr. Kalam released SASTRA
Vision 2025 Document and Commissioned 1.25 MW
Roof-Top Solar System

6-7

ITIHAS VOL.15, II QUARTER - 2015

XI NANI PALKHIVALA MEMORIAL NATIONAL
TAX MOOT COURT COMPETITION, 2015
The XI Nani Palkhivala Memorial National Tax Moot Court
Competition, 2015 was organised by the School of Law,
SASTRA University from 3rd April to 5th April 2015. The
Competition was inaugurated by Shri Gopal Subramaniam,
Senior Advocate and Former Solicitor General of India. 24
Law Schools from all over the country participated in the
competition.

As a pleasant finale to the three day
moot fest, Shri V.Lakshmikumaran announced a bumper offer
of internships to the winners and runners up and the
Convenors of this prestigious 11th Nani Palkhivala Memorial
Moot Court Competition 2015. On the occasion, the winners
of the Nani Palhkivala Memorial Elocution Competition
2014-15 were also awarded prizes.

XI NANI PALKHIVALA MEMORIAL LECTURE
th

Shri Gopal Subramaniam inaugurating Nani Palkhivala
Memorial Moot Court Competition
Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Patiala won the
competition and its team comprising Vrinda Pareek, Srishti
Bose and Ashutosh Mishra bagged the Rs 50,000 cash award
and a free one year subscription from Taxmann online
database worth Rs 60,000. They were closely followed by the
runners up team from the Indian Law Society, Pune
comprising Kumar Sambhav, Jyothi Anumolu, Karan Singh.
The awards were given away by Justice (Retd.) Shri Goda
Raghuram, President of the Central Excise Appellate
Tribunal, New Delhi, Shri V.Lakshmikumaran Founder
Partner of Lakshmikumaran & Sridharan, Shri. V. Durga Rao,
Judicial Member, ITAT, Chennai and Senior Advocate
Shri N.Venkataraman.
Speaking at the
valedictory
function, Justice
Shri Goda
R a g h u r a m
exhorted students
to understand the
A moot session in progress during the competition m y t h i c a l
constructs of law
and society and strive to build a republic of reason. He
stressed on the social role of judges and the vision for national
construction. Shri Lakshmikumaran spoke of the professional
life of a lawyer and the passion needed for exploring the
dimensions of law. Shri N. Venkataraman paid tributes to the
contribution of Shri Nani Palkhivala to judicial life and
society in India, while emphasising the role of SASTRA
University in perpetuating the legacy of the legendary jurist.
8

Shri Gopal Subramaniam delivered the 11 Nani Palkhivala
Memorial Lecture on
'Constitutionalism
and Modern
Government' during
the inauguration of
The XI Nani
Shri Gopal Subramaniam delivering the
Palkhivala Memorial
Nani Palkhivala Memorial Lecture
National Tax Moot
Court Competition.
He traversed the various issues relating to democracy,
constitutional governance and judicial functioning in
independent India, recalling the glorious contribution by Shri
Nani Palkhivala in reinforcing the fighting faith of the makers
of the Constitution. He said that the true architect of the
landmark Kesavananda Bharati Case was Shri Nani
Palkhivala and that freedom from political control was the
quintessence of the Kesavananda Bharati decision. He hailed
the commitment of late Chief Justice S M Sikri to the true
spirit of the Constitution and stressed the need for lawyers to
safeguard the independence of the judiciary. He emphasised
the role of courts and the State in protecting human rights
jurisprudence and advocated the practice of true equality at all
levels.

The participants of the XI Nani Palkhivala Memorial National
Moot Competition with the dignitaries
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US PATENT FOR SASTRA'S DATA EMBED SYSTEM
The United States Patent & Trademark
Office (USPTO) has assigned US
Patent No.8971531B2 to SASTRA
University for developing a system
and method to embed data through
Pullikolam (Dot Rangoli), a
traditional Indian household art. This
invention was part of a SASTRA
funded research during 2009 done by
Dr. John Bosco Balaguru R and
Dr. Amirtharajan R, with a view to provide alternate channels
of communication to transfer confidential information from
one point to another.
Steganography in the past has been
associated with invisible ink,
telephone line noise, graphical
images, text files and other media.
This innovative communication
channel through Pullikolam uses a
method that divides host data into
plurality of blocks and each block
comprises plurality of elements
generating a pattern that connects the
elements to the block. The data is embedded on the elements
of the block based on the pullikolam pattern. The application
for US and Indian Patent was filed by SASTRA University in
April 2010. The Indian patent was granted in 2012 and the US
patent was granted on March 3, 2015 after extensive
examination by the USPTO. It is noteworthy that SASTRA
University joins giant organizations like APPLE, Samsung,
Hitachi, SONI, NEC, Aerospace Corporation, Konica
Minolta, etc., who also have US patents in this area of
steganography research.

SASTRA GRADUATE AWARDED GATES CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARSHIP
SASTRA University graduate Chi.
K. Ananthanarayanan is one among
the 54 outstanding scholars selected
worldwide for the prestigious
GATES Cambridge Scholarship by
the University of Cambridge. Out of
3,535 candidates, who applied for
the scholarship this year, 242 were
ranked by academic departments of
the university, 106 were interviewed
in Cambridge before the final 54 students were selected. K.
Ananthanarayanan will be pursuing his Ph.D. at the world
renowned MRC Lab for Molecular Biology at the University
of Cambridge. He is the only Indian from the engineering
stream to win this prestigious GATES Cambridge
Scholarship. He will be working on structural biology and
research related to cell regulatory processes.
The GATES Cambridge Scholarship was established in
October 2000 by the Bill and Melinda GATES Foundation
through a donation of 210 million USD. This Cambridge
Scholarship aims to create a global network of future leaders
in all walks of life to improve the lives of others. The
Management of SASTRA University is happy that K.
Ananthanarayanan will be part of this global network and
wishes him all success.

TCS BEST STUDENT AWARD
Shri K. M. Suceendran, Head, Regional Resource
Management Group & Foreign Deputations and Facilitation
Unit, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), Chennai presented
the TCS Best Student Award to Shri R.V.N.N. Trilochan ,
Final year B.Tech student, Mechanical Engineering, of
SASTRA University on April 13, 2015. The award consists of
a gold medal, certificate and cash prize of Rs 10,000. Since

The Management of SASTRA University congratulates the
research team & awards a cash incentive of Rs.One lakh each
and hopes that this patent used for productive purpose goes a
long way in strengthening the security framework of various
establishments in the country.

ELSEVIER OUTSTANDING REVIEWER AWARD
Dr. S.E. Saranathan of School of
Civil Engineering, SASTRA
received an award in February
2015, from Geomorphology, a
journal by ELSEVIER, for his
outstanding contribution in
reviewing of articles. He has been
awarded this status as he is within the top 10 percentile of
reviewers for the journal, in terms of the number of
manuscript reviews completed in the last two years.

Shri Trilochan is doing his internship at Georgia Institute of
Technology, USA under Semester Abroad Programme,
parents of Shri Trilochan received the award.
Shri Suceendran said that TCS has selected 100 best
Institutions in India including SASTRA University for
presenting TCS Best Student Award. The awardee is selected
based on academic excellence, participation in Institute level
activities and for successful execution of socially relevant
projects.
9
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SASTRA SPONSORS THE HINDU EDUCATION PLUS CAREER COUNSELLING
SASTRA University was the title sponsor for the Seventh
Edition of 'The Hindu Education Plus' Career Counselling
Session 2015 held in Trichy on April 24, 2015. The event
was organised to help students and parents to make informed
decisions on higher education and career. There were feature
sessions by eminent educationists and academicians on
opportunities in higher education and the requirements of the
industry. Dr. V. Badrinath, Dean, School of Management,
SASTRA University, spoke on employability.
Chi. R.Thennarasu got the individual championship (Men)
and Kum. R.Sruthi (Women). Kum. S.Harini bagged the best
outgoing sports person award for the year 2014-15.
Dr. V. Badrinath, Dean, School of Management presided over
the function. Dr. Sripriya, Physical Director presented the
Annual Report.

RESEARCH SCIENCE INITIATIVE WORKSHOP

SASTRA was one of the sponsors for the Education Expo
2015 organised by 'The New Indian Express' in Trichy on
April 11, 2015. The expo brought together details of the
courses and opportunity to the students to interact with
representatives of different institutions. Free counseling
guidance was also provided to the students.

SASTRA University, IIT, Madras and the PSBB group of
Schools, Chennai jointly conducted a month- long
programme of 'Research Science Initiative' (RSI), at IIT,
Madras from 12th May - 6th June 2015. This programme was
organised to impress upon the young, inquisitive minds
essential concepts of science and the close links and interrelationships of Science and Engineering subjects. The
programme consisted of lectures by experts and distinguished
scientists on selected topics in science, visits to laboratories
and institutions of special interest and projects.

FREE POLYTECHNIC EDUCATION
This year, the Management of Shanmugha Polytechnic
College offered free education in various three-year Diploma
Programmes to 32 meritorious students. Students who
scored more than 450 marks in their tenth standard
examination were offered full tuition fee waiver for the
academic year. The students will continue to receive the
scholarship for the next two years subject to satisfying
minimum academic criteria and good conduct. The move of
the management to encourage such students is in line with the
Prime Minister's vision to build a resourceful and skilled
workforce.

ANNUAL SPORTS DAY
Annual Sports Day (FUERA-15) of SASTRA was held on
April 7, 2015. Shri.G.E. Sridharan, Arjuna & Dronacharya
Awardee, National Coach of the Indian Volleyball team,
delivered the sports day address and distributed the prizes. He
said that discipline, training and consistency in performance
are very important to become a successful sports person. The
budget allocation for sports in India and the available
infrastructure are not adequate for sportspersons to excel in
international meets and institutions must come up with ideas
to support sports events, he said.
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RSI-T Chapter
This year SASTRA University started a chapter of the
programme for the benefit of the students of Thanjavur and
Trichy, called RSI-T. Similar workshop for the students of
the chapter was held at SASTRA from May 4 to June 6, 2015.
18 students from these two districts attended the workshop.
The participants of the workshops were given the certificates
at the valedictory function held in IIT Madras on June 6, 2015.
Senior faculty members of SASTRA handled sessions on
various subjects.
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SASTRA LAUNCHES BALLOON SATELLITE
'BalloonSat-M01,' a type
of miniature satellite has
been designed at
SASTRA to study the
atmospheric pressure and
temperature at various
altitudes above the
ground. The module was
designed using a
controller board, pressure
cum temperature sensor
and memory card adapter
to store the measured
atmospheric parameters.
Also, a GPS tracker was
designed to send its coordinates through SMS traceable using
a website. The entire electronic set-up was enclosed in an EPS
thermocol box with suitable thermal packing. A helium
balloon weighing 1200 g was designed to lift this module
(weighing 1500 g) to an altitude of 25 – 30 km from ground. A
parachute was designed and attached with the balloon.
The balloon was launched from SASTRA University, on 29th
April, 2015 at 12:35 p.m. and the GPS signal from balloon
was lost after a few minutes from the time of launch
(approximately 2 – 3 km). After 2 hours from the time of
launch, the communication was retrieved and its landing
coordinates were obtained.
The objective of this mission is to make the first step into
miniature Satellite technology and to provide a source of
motivation for students of SASTRA University to explore
deep in the domain of Satellite technology. The launch
derived support of the IAF Station Thanjavur, Airports
Authority of India and the local administration of Thanjavur
besides the teaching and non-teaching staff at SASTRA.

FDP ON COMPUTATIONAL FLUID DYNAMICS
A Faculty
Development
Programme
( F D P ) o n
Computational
Fluid Dynamics
was conducted at
the School of
Mechanical
Engineering,
from June 1-5, 2015. The program consisted of lectures and
hands-on session, with emphasis on familiarising fundaments
of CFD and exposure to commercial CFD tools.

Dr. B. Jayaraman, Dr. D. Prakash, Dr. M. Venkatesan of from
School of Mechanical Engineering and Dr. P. R. Naren from
School of Chemical and Biotechnology were the resource
persons. 30 faculty from institutes of neighbouring states such
as Manipal Institute of Technology and Anil Neerukonda
Institute of Technology, Visakhapatnam attended the
programme.

WORKSHOP ON REVOLUTION ANALYTICS – R LANGUAGE

A one-day workshop on 'Revolution Analytics – R Language'
was conducted on June 9, 2015. Nearly 50 participants from
various institutions including SASTRA attended the
workshop. Participants were trained to design and code their
research problems with the help of R language- an open
source package. Various statistical problems, case studies and
methodologies were opened up to the participants.
Dr.K.S.Ravichandran, Associate Dean-ICT and Dr.B.Santhi,
Professor-School of Computing were the resource persons of
the workshop.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS ABROAD
Suma Mohan S, Research Scientist in the Chromatin
Epigenetics lab at School of Chemical and Biotechnology,
SASTRA University presented her work titled 'SIN mutations
alter the structure and dynamics of human mononucleosome'
as a Young Scientists Speaker in the conference titled 'Albany
2015: The 19th Conversation' held at the State University of
New York, Albany, USA from June 9th to June 13th, 2015.
This Conference was attended by Nobel Laureates and
renowned scientists in the field.
Professor M.Vijayalakshmi and R..Mahalakshmi a Ph.D.
student from Centre for Nanotechnology and Advanced
Biomaterials (CeNTAB), School of Chemical &
Biotechnology (SCBT) participated in the Gordon Research
Conference on 'Cancer Genetics and Epigenetics' at Lucca,
Italy between 12th and 17th April 2015. They also presented
their work on Colon Cancer Epigenetics at the Conference.
The conference was chaired by Prof. Stephen B. Baylin, Johns
Hopkins University and Prof. Ricky Johnstone, Peter
MacCallum Cancer Centre.. This was the only team from
India selected for the prestigious Conference. The work is an
outcome of the project on Cancer Epigenetics at SASTRA
University funded by the Tata Consultancy Services.
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14TH ANNUAL DAY OF SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN CENTRE
th

The 14 Annual Day of Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre of
SASTRA University at Kumbakonam was celebrated on April
8, 2015. Smt. Namagiri Ramesh, Head- Software Testing,
Tech. Mahindra, Chennai graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest. In her address, she insisted upon the need for the
students to excel in the difficult art of learning to learn. She
advised the students to transcend the two levels of learning,
namely awareness level and appreciation level to acquire
capacity to perform comfortably at the application level.
Being innovative, introspective and creative are the traits of
true achievers, said the speaker.

SRI MOOLA RAMA POOJA AT SASTRA
His Holiness Sri
S u b h u d e n d r a
Theertharu of
Sri
Raghavendra Swami
M a n t r a l a y a m , p e rformed Sri Moola Rama
Pooja at SASTRA
campus, Thanjavur on
June 17 & 19, 2015.
Staff and students of
SASTRA and a large number of devotees in around Thanjavur
participated in the Pooja and received the blessings of the
pontiff.

ANNADHANAM TO VAITHEESWARAN KOIL DEVOTEES
SASTRA University provided Annadhanam to the devotees
who went on padayatra to Vaitheeswaran Koil from various
places via Kumbakonam, on April 19, 2015. 15,000 food
packets containing a laddu, tamarind rice, curd rice and water
bottle were distributed from 10.30 am to 9 pm. Prof. R.
Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor distributed the food packets.
Teaching and non-teaching staff, NSS and NCC volunteers
also supported the event.
The Chief Guest gave away the prizes to the students of SRC
for their outstanding performances in curricular and cocurricular activities carried out during the academic year
2014 – 15. She honoured the academic toppers with book
prizes worth Rs 1.5 lakh and also gave away 76 endowment
prizes worth Rs 20,000/- and prizes for the winners of various
competitions conducted by SASTRA University for school
students. SASTRA also honoured the schools of the winners
with a library development fund of Rs.5000/- each.
Prof. K.G.Raghunathan, Dean presented the annual report for
the year 2014-15 and Major A. Balasubramanian, Principal,
School of Education, the annual report of the School of
Education.

ANNUAL SPORTS DAY CELEBRATIONS
The 14th Sports Day was
celebrated at Srinivasa
Ramanujan Centre on
April 8, 2015. Col.Vivek
Misra, Administrative
Officer, 8 (TN) Battalion
NCC, Kumbakonam
delivered the sports day
address and distributed
the prizes.
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SRI CHANDRA SEKHARENDRA SARASWATHI
SWAMIGAL JAYANTHI
nd

The 122
Jayanthi
A r a d h a n a
Mahotsavam of
Jagad Guru Sri
C h a n d r a
Sekharendra
S a r a s w a t h i
Swamigal of Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetam was
celebrated by SASTRA University at Srinivasa Ramanujan
Centre, Kumbakonam on June 2, 2015. Annadhanam was
provided to 5000 devotees on the occasion .
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INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY
International Yoga Day was observed by SASTRA at SRC on
June 21, 2015. Smt. Nrithya Jagannathan
from
Krishnamacharya Yoga Manthram highlighted the values of
Yoga to Grahastha, in particular. She explained the first four

NCC NEWS
NCC Cadets of Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre participated in
Swatch Bharath Abhiyan, a campaign organized by 8 TN
Battalion, Kumbakonam on March 24, 2015 at
Neelathanallur. Col. L J S Matharu, Commanding Officer
presided over the rally, insisting on a Clean India. The cadets
cleaned the campus of the Government School at
Neelathanallur. Street Plays were performed to create
awareness regarding swine flu and traffic rules.

limbs of Ashtanga Yoga with special reference to Swadhyaya
and Ishwarapranidhana. She also demonstrated a series of
Asanas for the well being of the body and the mind suitable for
different levels of Yoga practitioners by coordinating the
breath with asanas.
Earlier, in the fore noon, Yoga Day was observed at SASTRA
Main Campus. Shrimathi Nrithya Jagannathan conducted
the yoga training to the staff and students.

WORKSHOP ON RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND
PROJECT FORMULATION
The Department of
Computer Science
and Engineering
organised a two day
workshop on
R e s e a r c h
Methodology and
Project Formulation
on June 22 & 23,
2015. Dr. V. Ravi, Director, Tamil Nadu Rice Research
Institute, Aduthurai inaugurated the workshop and spoke on
'Research in the Field of Agriculture'. Dr. M. Jaya Bharathi,
Assistant Professor,
Tamil Nadu Research Institute,
Department of Microbiology spoke on Research in
Agricultural Microbiology & Bio Technology. Senior faculty
members from various Schools of SASTRA handled sessions
on various issues pertaining to Research Methodology and
Project Formulation. Around 110 teaching faculty from
SASTRA, SRC and various institutions in and around
Kumbakonam, participated in the workshop.
Dr. V. Kalai Selvi and Dr. S.Srinivasan, Assistant Professors,
Department of Computer Science, SRC, were the
coordinators.

Lt.T. Senthilnathan , NCC Officer, SASTRA underwent a
one month NCC Refresher Course at Officers Training
Academy , Nagpur from March 30 to April 28,2015.
9 SD Cadets,6 SW Cadets and the NCC Officer participated
in the Combined Annual Training Camp held at AVC College,
Mannampandal from June 5-14, 2015.They bagged 8 Gold
and 8 Silver Medals in drill, group dance and throw ball
competitions.
8 TN Battalion organised a Mass Yoga Campaign under the
leadership of Col.Vivek Mishra
on June 21, 2015. 1380
NCC Cadets from various Schools and Colleges participated
in the campaign, held at Govt. Arts College, Kumbakonam
on the eve of the International Yoga Day.
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BRIDGE COURSE FOR LATERAL ENTRY STUDENTS

Book-Post

A Bridge Course was conducted from April 21 to June 24,
2015 for the students of 3 year Diploma programme aspiring
to join B.Tech. lateral entry course at SASTRA. General
English, Engineering Mathematics and subjects related to
their branch of study were taught to the students. 205 students
of various polytechnic colleges including Shanmugha
Polytechnic attended the course.

PRE-ENGINEERING COURSE FOR II & III YEAR
DIPLOMA STUDENTS
A Pre-Engineering Course in Technical Communication,
Engineering Mathematics, Engineering
Physics and
Engineering Chemistry is being conducted to the students of
Shanmugha Polytechnic College. First year Diploma
students who have scored not less than 80% in their X
standard public examination and not less than 80% average in
the First Semester diploma examination are eligible to
register for the programme. 59 students from various
branches, who are aspiring to study B.Tech. lateral entry
course, have been identified to attend the course, which will
be offered in 398 contact hours by the faculty of SASTRA
University.

SUMMER COURSE IN EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION
A two-week summer course in Effective Communication was
organised by the Department of English, SRC, SASTRA
University, Kumbakonam from May 18-29, 2015. The
programme aimed at developing the students' competencies in
grammar, writing and speaking in particular. The sessions
were interactive with debates, group discussions, role play,
writing tasks, etc. and backed up by slides and handouts. The
course was a considerable success as indicated by the
feedback. Certification marked the end of the programme.

ENGINEERING ?
MANAGEMENT ?
LAW ?
SCIENCES ?
HUMANITIES ?
EDUCATION

(A UNIVERSITY U/S 3 OF THE UGC ACT, 1956)

UPCOMING EVENT
3rd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
IN ANGIOGENESIS
TECHNOLOGY & THERAPEUTICS
The School of Chemical and Biotechnology, SASTRA
September 23 - 25, 2015

For details: www.sastra.edu
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