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IT Is Happening At SASTRA

Newsletter from SASTRA University

Message from the
VICE-CHANCELLOR
SASTRA University has acquired
international recognitions recently. It is
one of the 31 Indian Institutions in the
Times Higher Education World
University Ranking. SASTRA also
found a place among the 250 top
Universities in Brazil, Russia, India,
China & South Africa, in QS
University Ranking 2016. These recognitions, I believe, will
definitely position SASTRA at a higher plane. At this juncture,
we wish to rededicate ourselves to serve the community better.
The third quarter was full to the brim and the campus witnessed
many significant events. The XXX Convocation of SASTRA
was held on September 11 and over 3700 students have
received their degrees in various disciplines. Dr. Satheesh
Reddy, Scientific Advisor to Raksha Mantri delivered the
convocation address. SASTRA honoured him with a D.Sc.
(honoris causa) in recognition of his devoted and relentless
service to strengthen India's defence systems.
SASTRA has taken a major initiative to provide training to
various sections of the people by partnering with two corporate
giants - M/s TVS and M/s TCS. In collaboration with TVS
Tyres a 'Finishing School' programme is to be offered to the
engineering graduates of this area in order to enhance their
employability level. 3000 School teachers in Tamil Nadu are
going to be trained in digital teaching methodologies. The
programme funded by TCS, is called NAMASTE for New
India.
Placements this year is promising and more than 1300 students
were placed so far by nearly 35 companies.
The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of Govt. of Tamil
Nadu has selected SASTRA University as one of the 5 Hubs.
With this recognition, SASTRA's ED Cell is empowered to
coordinate with the higher educational institutions of eight
revenue districts in Central region of Tamil Nadu.
Two international conferences were conducted in this quarter in
which large number of academics and research scholars
deliberated. Many eminent personalities have delivered
knowledge leadership forum lectures organized by various
schools. 17 veteran school teachers were honoured at the
teachers' day function held at the main campus and at Srinivasa
Ramanujan Centre, Kumbakonam.
Several service programmes were organized with a view to
empower various sections of the society.
Best Wishes!
Prof. R. Sethuraman
Vice-Chancellor
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XXX CONVOCATION
The 30th Convocation of SASTRA University was held on
September 11, 2016. Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy, Scientific
Advisor to Raksha Mantri & Director General, Missiles and
Strategic Systems, Government of India, New Delhi delivered
the convocation address and distributed the degrees.
Delivering the convocation address, Dr. Reddy said that a
focussed approach to research by universities, research and
development organisations, defence public sector
undertakings and private enterprises can build a strong and
comprehensive research value chain. Universities needed to
work on basic research, the R&D organisations on applied and
translational research, defence PSUs on product development
and private enterprises on niche research and production.
A modular approach towards research, product development
and commercialisation would make Indian products
contemporary and globally competitive, said Dr. Reddy. He
encouraged students to tread the path of entrepreneurship and
shared the Defence Research and Development Organisation
initiatives that encourage ideas for start-ups and called upon
students to nurture the spirit of “entrepreneurial nationalism”
aligned towards the Make in India ideal as well as a self-reliant
economic system. Dr. Reddy gave away degrees to over 3,700
students from various streams of engineering, law,
management, sciences and humanities including 37 Ph. D.
graduates.
Doctor of Science (honoris causa) to Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy
SASTRA University conferred Doctor of Science (honoris
causa) on Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy at the convocation for his
contribution in the field of Missile Systems and sustained

Vice Chancellor Prof. R. Sethuraman awarding
the D.Sc. (honoris causa) to Dr. Satheesh Reddy
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A B.Tech. student receives his degree

Our VC welcoming the gathering
contributions towards
advancement of Aerospace
technologies and industries
in India.

Special Awards
The following special
awards to students for their
academic excellence were
also distributed by him.

Dr. Satheesh Reddy delivering the
convocation address

1.

The FounderChancellor's Best
Doctoral Thesis Award (cash prize of Rs.25,000 each) in
Engineering, Sciences and Social Sciences and
Humanities - Dr. N. Noel, Dr. R. Pandeeswari and Dr.
Saurabh Awasthi.

2.

The Lord Selvamuthukumaran Award (cash prize of
Rs.10,000) - to Chi. P. Abinesh for being the best
outgoing student of 2016 batch.

3.

The Silver Jubilee Batch Award for the best outgoing
female student – Kum. T. V. Nanditha

Award of Ph.D. degree to a research scholar

Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor while welcoming the
gathering, highlighted the recent achievements of the
university.
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(A UNIVERSITY U/S 3 OF THE UGC ACT, 1956)

CITATION
Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy is presently Scientific Adviser to Raksha Mantri and Director General (Missiles and Strategic Systems), Defence
Research & Development Organisation (DRDO). He is an Aerospace Scientist well renowned for his R&D in Missile Systems and sustained
contributions towards advancement of Aerospace technologies & industries in India. His decades of expertise has been providing the
necessary thrust for programmes of National importance. As Director, Research Centre Imarat, the Avionics laboratory founded by
Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, he led the development of Avionics technologies in critical areas for Indian Missiles and other defence programmes.
Dr. Satheesh conceptualized, designed and developed the country's first fault tolerant redundant navigation system with innovative
algorithms and also pioneered the development of embedded computers and other critical Avionics sub–systems, which have been
successfully flight tested in all the three missions of the country's first ICBM class Agni-5 missile with range of more than 5000 km achieving
few metres of terminal accuracy, propelling the country to the elite club of advanced nations. This development brought in self–reliance in
denied sensor technology, possessed only by few nations and paved the way for development of Navigation Systems for Marine and Aircraft
applications.
As Programme Director, he successfully developed the Medium Range Surface to Air Weapon System (MRSAM) and spearheaded its
hat–trick success in the maiden missions providing necessary thrust to the Air Defence capability of the country. His technological
contributions have left a lasting imprint on the technology map as well as the defence preparedness of the country.
As Project Director, Dr. Satheesh developed the country's first Guided Bomb bolstering weapons capability of Armed forces, steered R&D of
Avionics technologies in the restrictive Control Regimes and made India self–reliant in the critical areas of Navigation, Embedded
Computers, Control, Guidance, Simulation, RF and Infrared Imaging Seekers, Telemetry for strategic & tactical Missiles. Dr. Satheesh is
credited with the development of high accuracy Ring Laser Gyro based Inertial Navigation and GPS System, today the backbone for all the
long range missions.
He spearheaded a number of Technology Development, Mission Mode, S&T projects delivering variety of Systems to multiple projects in
different capacities. He led the development and production of GPS + GLONASS + GAGAN on Module (G30M) receiver and
System–on–Chip (SoC) bringing in a quantum jump in miniaturization of Onboard Avionics; led the development of IIR Seeker for anti–tank
applications and long range BMD applications. He has played a crucial role in development of high accuracy accelerometers for the
long–range precision Navigation.
His contributions to high value assets for Defence of India are unique and nonpareil. He played a vital role in development of Aerospace &
Defence industries and strengthened more than 100 industries with Aerospace standard production capabilities.
Dr. Satheesh is a globally renowned Navigation Scientist. As an Indian Defence Scientist, he holds the distinction of being inducted as Fellow
of Royal Institute of Navigation, London, Royal Aeronautical Society, UK and has been awarded the Full Member Diploma as a Foreign
Member of the Academy of Navigation & Motion Control, Russia. He is an Honorary Fellow of Computer Society of India and Fellow of
Indian National Academy of Engineering, Aeronautical Society of India, Institution of Engineering and Technology, UK, Associate Fellow of
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, USA and many other professional / scientific bodies in the country and abroad. He is
also an Honorary Member of Automatic Control Dynamic Optimization Society, the national member in organisation of International
Federation of Automatic Control in India.
For his significant contributions to Defence Science Technology, Dr. Satheesh received the prestigious Indian Science Congress Association
Homi J. Bhabha Memorial Award from Hon'ble Prime Minister of India. He is the first ever Scientist working in India to be conferred with the
Silver Medal of Royal Aeronautical Society, UK in their Awards history spanning over 100 years and has been selected for the first IEI (India)
and IEEE (USA) joint award for Engineering Excellence. He is also a recipient of the National Systems Gold Medal, Aeronautical Society of
India Dr. Biren Roy Space Science Design Award, Systems Society of India Vikram Award for realization of Systems of National importance,
Astronautical Society of India, Rocket Related technologies Award, DRDO Agni Award for Excellence in Self Reliance, IETE B.V. Baliga
Memorial Award, DRDO Pathbreaking Research Award, FAPCCI Outstanding Engineer Award and many other honours / recognitions.
SASTRA University is proud to award Dr. Satheesh Reddy the Degree of Doctor of Science in recognition of his far-reaching contributions in
the field of missiles in general and long-range missiles in particular. This honoris causa also recognizes his devoted and relentless service to
strengthen India's defence, his outstanding contributions in the field of missile technology, his leadership qualities and above all for his faith
in a value-based approach to life. I have the honour to present unto you, Dr. Satheesh Reddy for the conferment of the Degree of Doctor of
Science (honoris causa).

Prof. R. Sethuraman

Place : Thanjavur
Date : September 11, 2016

Vice-Chancellor

SASTRA UNIVERSITY

03

ITIHAS VOL.16, III QUARTER - 2016

ENGINEERING ?
MANAGEMENT ?
LAW ?
SCIENCES ?
HUMANITIES ?
EDUCATION

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITIONS FOR SASTRA

(A UNIVERSITY U/S 3 OF THE UGC ACT, 1956)

SASTRA University has been ranked in the 20th position in India by the
Times Higher Education (THE) World University Ranking.
SASTRA has got the 20th position in India out of the 31 institutions that were
considered for ranking from the Country.

SASTRA has been ranked among the 250 institutions
in the QS University Ranking: BRICS 2016 – a ranking of the top universities
in Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.
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GRADUATION DAY @ NRITHYODAYA
The Graduation Day for awarding degrees to the students of
BFA & MFA (Bharathnatyam) Courses, offered jointly by
SASTRA University and Nrithyodaya, Chennai through
distance mode was held on September 24, 2016, at Dr.
M.G.R. Janaki College of Arts and Science for Women,
Chennai.

MoU WITH TVS TYRES TO OFFER
FINISHING SCHOOL
TVS Srichakra, manufacturers and exporters of two- and
three-wheeler tyres and SASTRA University signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to enhance the
employability-level of unemployed engineering graduates
living in tier II and III cities in Tamil Nadu, through a
Finishing School Certificate Course. Shri P. Vijayaraghavan,
Director, TVS Srichakra and Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam,
Dean-Planning and Development, SASTRA signed the MoU
on August 29, 2016.
The six-month dedicated residential certificate course will
include, technical domain theory, practicals and managerial,
communication and soft skill courses.

Shri N. Murali presenting the degree to a graduate
Shri N. Murali, President, Music Academy, Chennai presided
over the function and distributed the degrees. Shri Ashish
Mohan Khokar, Editor – Attendance & Chairman, Dance
History Society was the Chief Guest.
5 BFA and 23 MFA students received their degrees at the
convocation.
Dr. N. Seshadri, Director, DDE, SASTRA welcomed the
gathering and Dr. Padma Subramanyam, President,
Nrithyodaya presented the course concept. Dr. S.
Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and Development,
SASTRA was also present.
Earlier, Smt. Vasanthalakshmi Narasimhachari (MFA),
presented a bharathanatyam performance.

Shri P. Vijayaraghavan of TVS and
Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam exchanging the copies of the MoU
Shri P. Vijayaraghavan, Director, TVS Srichakra, said that the
objective of this initiative and joining hands with a university
like SASTRA is to induct and train as many candidates and
place them in firms that will help nurture and foster individual
growth for betterment of self and the organisations they will
be placed in. TVS and SASTRA will jointly select candidates
based on a written test, group discussion and interview for the
first course of the programme starting on Vijayadasmi day
(October 11). They will together try to help the candidates
who successfully complete the course to get placements in
March/April 2017.

NAMASTE FOR NEW INDIA
New Age MAntra for Smart Teacher Education (NAMASTE)
for New India is a SASTRA-TCS initiative to improve the
quality of teachers in Schools and prepare them for the next
generation classroom.
About 300 school teachers from various educational
institutions across all districts in Tamil Nadu will be trained at
the centre.
The state-of-the art training centre will include a language lab,
digital assessment solutions, lecture capture solutions, studio

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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to develop learning material, facilities to develop simple
applications for a teaching-learning ecosystem and other
support facilities for the training programmes, the release
said.
The training will not only help provide an orientation to
conventional and contemporary pedagogy, but will also offer
insights on various classroom management tools,
development of communication skills and applications that
will add value to teaching methods.
“Technology is rapidly transforming the education sector and
digital technology is increasingly becoming an integral part
of the students' daily lifestyle. TCS believes that empowering
the teachers through this programme on digital learning
pedagogies will help enhance the quality of education
provided across Tamil Nadu,” Ajoyendra Mukherjee,
Executive Vice President and Head of Global Human
Resources, TCS said in the press release.
The programme will be an important initiative in the critical
sector of school education where teachers are required to
adapt to changing paradigms of teaching by using a mix of
modern and established teaching styles, said Dr.
S.Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and Development,
SASTRA University.
Batches of 45 teachers would undergo six-day training
programmes at the centre.
The teacher's training programme will be offered
predominantly to select school teachers from government and
private primary, secondary, higher secondary and also to few
professional college teachers in separate batches.

PHYTOCONGRESS 2016
Phytocongress 2016, a two-day International Conference on
“Indian Traditional Medicine - A Conglomeration of Ancient
Knowledge and Modern Science” was organized by the
Centre for Advanced Research in Indian System of Medicine
(CARISM), SASTRA on July 21 & 22, 2016.
The event is aimed at creating a common platform for taking
up quality research in the field of natural products and to

contribute significantly towards the better healthcare of
human society and to achieve WHO goal of “Health for all”
through natural products.
Prof. Bhushan Patwaradhan, Director, Interdisciplinary
School of Health Sciences, University of Pune inaugurated
the Conference. In his address, Prof. Patwaradhan said that
gaps in modern medical knowledge can be filled using
traditional systems of medicine. Though interactions have
been taking place between modern medicine and Indian
systems of medicine, the originality is mostly forgotten. We
should harness the best from each of the system for the welfare
of the mankind.
Pointing out that more drugs are failing every year, he said,
even after stringent trials by FDA, at least 2-3 drugs are being
withdrawn from the market due to drug failure, every year.
Industry leaders, pharmaceutical and biomedical scientists are
desperately looking for novel approaches and innovations to
disrupt the discovery bottleneck. Under these circumstances,
traditional knowledge-inspired natural products are
re-emerging as an attractive option, Prof. Parwardhan said.
Dr. Suresh Govindaraghavan, Network Nutrition IMCD,
Sydney, Australia and Dr. Shrikanth Anant, University of
Kansas Medical Center Research Institute, Inc., State of
Kansas, United States of America were the foreign dignitaries
who delivered lectures at the conference.
Two hundred participants from all over the country
participated in the seminar. There were twenty oral
presentations and more than hundred poster presentations.
During the seminar, the Herbs and Herbo mineral
formulations, which are effectively used in the management
of Cancer, Diabetes and Viral Infections were discussed in
detail. This seminar was useful to the pharmaceutical
industries in getting leads for developing eco-friendly Herbal
Medicines, Herbal dietary supplements and molecules for the
better healthcare of the society.
Dr. Richa Shrivastava, Maharishi Ayurveda Products Pvt. Ltd. Noida, U.P.
Dr. Rajasekaran Namakkal Soorappan, Cardiac Aging & Redox Signaling
Laboratory, University of Alabama, Birmingham, USA
Prof. Intan Safinar Ismail, Institute of Bioscience, University Putra,
Malaysia
Prof. K. Shankar Rao, National Institute of Ayurveda, Jaipur, Rajasthan
Dr. N. Angayarkanni, Vision Research Foundation, Sankara Nethralaya,
Chennai
Dr. R. Ilavarasan, Assistant Director(S-III) In-charge, CSMRIASDD,
CCRAS, Arumbakkam, Chennai
were the other speakers who enlightened the Researchers and
Students on science involved in our Indian Traditional
Medicines.
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2nd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON STRUCTURAL
AND FUNCTIONAL GENOMICS (ICSAFG-2016)
The 2nd International Conference on Structural and Functional
Genomics was organized by the School of Chemical and
Biotechnology on August 19-20, 2016 at SASTRA
University, to address the advances in the fields of Structural
and Functional Genomics, Gene Expression, NGS, Systems
Biology and Drug Design. Prof. M.R.N. Murthy, IISc,
Bangalore inaugurated the conference and delivered the
plenary lecture on structure based functional annotations of
proteins and highlighted Indian structural biology efforts
towards the development of structural and functional
genomics.

VETERAN SCHOOL TEACHERS HONOURED
ON TEACHERS' DAY
Teachers' Day was celebrated at SASTRA University on
September 6, 2016 at SASTRA main campus, Thanjavur and
at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre, SASTRA, Kumbakonam.
Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean-Sponsored Research honoured
nine retired school teachers of Thanjavur and Trichy Districts,
at the function organized at the main campus.

Dr. S. Swaminathan honouring a teacher
The awardees - Shri S. Nagarajan, Shri M. Ramamoorthy
Sastrigal, Shri G.Madhava Rao, Shri S.Arumugam, Smt C.
Chornalakshmi, Shri K. Nagarajan, Smt. Banumathi, Shri
Arputharaj and Shri Ramarathinam - were presented with a
silver bowl and a shawl.
In their acceptance speech, the teachers said that teaching is
not a profession but a career and they should be secular and
judicious in their performance.
Eminent scientists delivered invited lectures focusing a top
down view on different edges of structural and functional
genomics. On the first day, the sessions were handled by Dr.
R. Sankaranarayanan, CCMB-Hyderabad, Prof. B. Gopal,
IISc-Bangalore, Dr.Mitali Mukerji, IGIB-New Delhi, Dr.
Ramanathan Natesh, IISER-Thiruvananthapuram and Dr. C.
Subbulakshmi, Pondicherry University.
On the second day, Prof. Derek T. Logan, Centre for
Molecular Protein Science, Lund University, Sweden spoke
on the amazing diversity of allosteric regulation in
ribonucleotide reductases. Further, the sessions continued
with lectures by Dr. Rajagopal Srinivasan, TCS-Hyderabad,
Dr. AreejitSamal, IMSc-Chennai, Dr. K. Vengadesan, RCBFaridabad and Dr. D. Baranidharan, Aravind Medical
Research-Madurai.
320 delegates from various backgrounds such as Structural
Biology, Functional Genomics, Bioinformatics, Molecular
and Systems Biology attended. In addition, 12 invited
lectures by scientists across the globe, and about 100 poster
presentations were also made.

Dr.N.Seshadri, Director of DDE, Dr.S. Selvavinayagam and
Dr.K.Kannan offered felicitations.
At the Teachers Day celebrations held at Srinivasa
Ramanujan Centre, SASTRA, Kumbakonam, Shri R.
Viswanathan, Headmaster (Retd.), Town Higher Secondary
School, Kumbakonam was the chief guest.
The following eight veterans were honoured with a Silver cup
and a shawl each: Shri K. Sadayappan (85), Shri T.S.
Krishnamurthy (85), Shri S. Rajagopalan (83),
Shri N. Natarajan (82), Shri G. Ganapathi Sharma (80), Shri
R. Sudarsanam (79), Shri B. Gnanaskanthan (78) and Shri A.
William (77). Prof. K.G. Raghunathan, Dean, SRC welcomed
the gathering and Dr. R. Ravi, Assistant Professor, SOE, SRC
proposed a vote of thanks.

The teachers who were honoured at SRC, SASTRA

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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PLACEMENTS @ SASTRA
1337 students of various streams have been placed as on September 30, 2016 at the campus recruitment drive
that started at SASTRA from July this year. M/s. TATA Consultancy Services (TCS) hired 907 students from
SASTRA in its campus recruitment conducted from September 12-14,2016.
Ashok Leyland, Microsoft, Tata Communications, Pay pal, Honda, Fresh Desk, Zifo, IBM, L&T Construction,
Standard Chartered Bank, Sundaram Clayton, TCS, Thorogood, Fidelity, Cisco, Juspay are among the
companies that have visited so far this year.
Despite NASSCOM's prediction that the IT recruitment is expected to drop by 20% this year, the students of
SASTRA have created an outstanding record in placements.
38 companies have visited as on 30th September 2016 and 1337 offers have been rolled out so far and still
companies are queued up for recruiting our students.
The Management of SASTRA expresses its happiness and thanks to all the employers for their support and
wishes all the students who have received job offers.

SOME OF OUR PROUD RECRUITERS
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KNOWLEDGE LEADERSHIP FORUM LECTURES
GST as Tax Reform – Logic or Magic?
Shri N. Venkatraman, Senior Advocate, Madras High Court
delivered a lecture on “GST AS TAX REFORM – LOGIC OR
MAGIC” at the School of Law on August 27, 2016. He
elucidated the various facets and politics of Goods and
Services Tax (GST). Elaborating on the different taxes levied,
Shri Venkatraman argued that various advantages of GST, in

the long run, would make it desirable. Stating that one major
change in GST would be that the right to tax would be on the
consuming state rather than on the producing state, the
attendant fears of state governments on loss of revenue would
be addressed by the right of State governments to tax services
as well.

Delay in Civil Litigation
Justice R.S. Ramanathan, Former Judge, Madras High Court
spoke on 'Delay in Civil Litigation,' on September 01, 2016.
He dwelt on the various reasons for delay in Civil litigations
and identified the various stages in which delay happens:
i. purposeful delay through submission of improper
documents ii. Insufficient evidence and iii. Exhaustive pleas
and amendment asked for at later dates. To solve the issue the
court has come up with many solutions including serving
e-summons but argued they have not yielded desirable results
so far. The third stage opportune for causing delay is filing of
amendments where the parties buy time through unnecessary
procrastination. The delay occurs when there is the

submission of documentary evidence. He stated that in
criminal trials, the Court must play an active role in curtailing
the advocates from asking unnecessary questions to the
witnesses.

Mediation – The Road Ahead
Smt. Uma Ramanathan, Advocate & Mediation Expert spoke
on 'Mediation – the Road Ahead' on, September 1, 2016. She
informed the audience that multiple opportunities are
emerging in the field of mediation. She also underscored the
important dimensions in mediation as attitude, behaviour and
context. She contrasted mediation efforts with that of the

working of Lok Adalats and spoke on the skills set that needs
to be developed by students to be successful in mediation
work. She also highlighted the difficulties in obtaining funds
for maintaining mediation centres but opined that the
situation is all set to improve in the coming years. She
encouraged the students to seriously consider mediation as a
career.

Life and Times of V.R. Krishna Iyer
Shri L.S. Sathiyamurthy, Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Thiruvarur spoke on the various dimensions of the
multifaceted personality of Justice V. R. Krishana Iyer on
September 13, 2016. He said that Justice Krishna Iyer's
judgements have stood the test of time and hardly any
judgement of his has invited a varying opinion in the last three
decades. Speaking with admiration about his eloquence and
his neologisms, Shri Sathiyamurthy said that Shri Krishna
Iyer remains a perennial inspiration for all law students.

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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Computational Fluid Dynamics and its Applications
D r. Ve n g a d e s a n ,
HOD, Applied
Mechanics, IIT
Madras inaugurated
the MECASSO
activities for the
academic year and
delivered a lecture on
'Computational Fluid
Dynamics and its Applications' at the School of Mechanical
Engineering on August 1, 2016. Dr.Vengadesan addressed
the gathering about his work and contribution in the field of
Fluid Mechanics and computational Fluid dynamics. He
spoke about the various research works and prospective areas
of CFD applications.

Aircraft Development
Dr. Manas Kumar Laha,
Associate Professor,
Department of Aerospace
Engineering, IIT
Kharagpur spoke on 'An
Historical Perspective of
the Development of
Aircraft' at the School of
Mechanical Engineering
on August 29, 2016. He explained the historical development
of aircrafts and the development made by the scientists at the
earlier days and the experiments carried out by them. He also
emphasized the innovations made in every stage until today.

Aircraft Propulsion Systems
D r. R a m a n u j a c h a r i ,
Director,
Research &
Innovation Centre, IIT
Madras Research Park,
delivered a lecture on
Aircraft Propulsion
Systems on August 29,
2016. He talked about his
experiences in the design of AKASH Missile. He also shared
his research work in the field of aerospace and flight
mechanics and his experiences as a Project Director of
Hypersonic Research Vehicle at DRDL.

Automotive and
Aerospace Industries
Shri R. Suresh Babu,
Global Head- Mechanical
Services, L&T
Technology Services,
Bangalore spoke on
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“Opportunities & Challenges in Automotive and Aerospace
Industries” at the School of Mechanical Engineering on
September 2, 2016. He explained the various opportunities
available and discussed the future innovations in aerospace
and automotive sectors. He also described the latest
manufacturing techniques, the challenges and the possible
solutions.

Design and Innovation
Shri G,Sathiyaseelan,
General Manager, Design –
Styling, Ashok Leyland,
Chennai, spoke on “Why
design and innovation?”
on
September 28, 2016.
He focused on the various
stages of designing, right
from pencil sketching, clay modeling, etc. He also highlighted
the various softwares used for the same and a glimpse of the
outcome.

Corrosion of Steel in Concrete
Dr.R.Selvaraj, Principal Scientist
& Head, Central Electro Chemical
Research Institute (CECRI),
Karaikudi delivered a lecture on
“Corrosion of steel in concrete and
alternate binders for concrete” on
August 25, 2016.

Effects of the Earthquakes
D r. D a v i d G e r a i n t
Wareham,
Associate
Dean of Engineering,
University of Canterbury,
New Zealand, delivered a
lecture on “Effects of the
Earthquakes on the
Wastewater Treatment
Plant and Sewage Disposal System” on August 30, 2016.

WORKSHOP ON CRITICAL READING
A workshop on critical reading was conducted in two batches,
on July 9 & August 27, 2016 for the students of School of
Biotechnology. With the advent of internet and other ITrelated technologies, the ease with which the information is
available to an individual has increased tremendously. Hence
there is an imminent need to build the capacity in students to
sift through this vast amount of data, critically evaluate the
merits of the information and then assimilate them. The
workshop addressed the need for building the ability for
critical reading in students.

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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Ph.D. AT SASTRA
The following faculty members of SASTRA received their Ph.D. Degrees at the XXX Convocation
Dr. Natarajan C

Dr. Arumugam A

Title : A Study on Some Domination
Parameters in Theory of Graphs
and Fuzzy Graphs

Title : Enzymatic Transesterification of
CalophyllumInophyllum Oil by
Lipase Immobilized on SBA–15
(Santa Barbara Amorphous–15)
Synthesized from Low–Cost
Precursor

Dr. Vijay Anand V
Title : Employee Engagement – A
Study with Special Reference
to the BPO Industry
in Tamil Nadu

Dr. Sugumaran K R

Title : Optimal Choice and Location of
Facts Devices in Deregulated
Electricity Markets

Title : Investigation on Production,
Downstream Processing,
Characterization and
Applications of Pullulan from
Low Cost Substrates by Solid
State Fermentation

Dr. Varadharajan T S

Dr. Padmapriya V

Title : A New Historicist Approach
to John Galsworthy's
The Forsyte Saga

Title : Inbuilt Image Encryption and
Steganography Security
Solutions for Wireless Systems

Dr. Varghese Joseph A

Dr. Manigandan N S

Title : A Study of Select Short Stories
of Saul Bellow – A Reader
Response Critical Perspective

Title : Localization of Autonomous
Mobile Robot in an Unknown
Structured Environment

Dr. Sathiamoorthy G

Dr. Sekar K R

Title : On Labelings of
Some Classes of Graphs

Title : Optimal Selection of Reusable
Components for Component
Based Software Development
Systems

Dr. Balamurugan K

Dr. Prabu P C
Title : Pathological Studies
on the Effect of Withania
Somnifera Root Extract
in Wistar Rats
Dr. Chandiramouli R
Title : Development of CdO based
mixed Oxides Thin Film for the
Detection of Volatile Organic
Compounds by Chemiresistor
Method

Dr. Ramya Devi D
Title : Nanoparticulatein situ Gel for
Controlled Release of an
Anti–Viral Drug
Dr. Sumathi A
Title : Effect of Silica Fume and Steel
Fibers on Material and Structural
Characteristics of High Strength
Concrete
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TRAINING ON COMPETITIVE EXAMS. FOR HEADS
& TEACHERS OF HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOLS
An Awareness cum Training Programme for Higher
Secondary School heads was organised by SASTRA
University on 5th August 2016. About 140 Higher Secondary
School heads from Thanjavur Educational District
participated in the programme.
Dr.V.Badrinath, Dean,
School of Management and
Director of Training and
Placement highlighted the
objectives of the
programme. In today's
scenario, the students and
parents have limited idea
about the new educational opportunities available to them
and majority of them try to focus their options pertaining to a
few courses/branches. As the student community looks up to
their teachers for career guidance, the need for this
programme has been felt.
Prof.G.Bhalachandran, Registrar, delivered the presidential
address. The Chief Guest Mrs.R. Thiruvalarselvi, Chief
Educational Officer, Thanjavur Distict in her inaugural
address appreciated the efforts taken by SASTRA University
and conveyed that the Department of School Education has
insisted on such kind of training for the benefit of the student
community. She acknowledged SASTRA's initiatives in this
regard.
Resource Person Mr.R.V.S. Muralidhar, Seekers Educational
Services Pvt. Ltd, shared his experiences in the training and
guiding of students community in various competitive
exams. He stressed the need to guide the students positively to
choose the right opportunity for their prospects in relation to
the exams of Fashion designing, textile technology,
paramedical, marine and other studies along with the features
of NEET, JEEE, CAT, CLAT and MAT etc.
The second phase of the training programme was conducted
on 12th August 2016. Around 300 teachers of physics and
mathematics participated in the programme. The forenoon
session on analysis of JEE Mains and Advanced as well
NEET physics and mathematics papers was handled by
Mr.R.V.S.Muralidhar and his team.
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On August 19, 2016 training was given to the chemistry and
biology teachers from the higher secondary schools of
Thanjavur educational district. About 282 teachers
participated and were benefitted by the programme.
Based on the request of Mr.B. Anantharaman, Headmaster of
Srinivasa Rao Higher Secondary School, Thiruvaiyaru a twohour career guidance programme for commerce students was
held on 27th August 2016, in the premises of Srinivasa Rao
Higher Secondary School, Thiruvaiyaru in which 90 students
of this school as well as 120 commerce students from the
neighbouring Government Girls Higher Secondary School
also participated and benefitted. CA.S.Balachandran,.
Professor School of Management/Law was the resource
person for the programme.
The third phase of the programme is likely to commence after
the quarterly exams of the school students, wherein the
SCORE volunteers of SASTRA will orient higher secondary
school students about the various entrance exams and courses
available for higher studies in India.

VISIT OF FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR FROM SPRING
ARBOR UNIVERSITY, USA
Dr.George Griffin, Associate Professor, Spring Arbor
University, USA, a Fulbright Specialist, visited the School of
Management, SASTRA University from July 9 to August 5,
2016. The purpose of the Fulbright Specialist Grant was to
collaborate with SASTRA University for the development of
a Community College System similar to the U.S. Community
College System. During his month-long visit, Prof. Griffin
visited nearby villages and interacted with the community and
the village heads. Further, he visited various Schools and
Laboratories of SASTRA University to make an assessment
of in-house capabilities to offer various skill development
programmes to the villagers through the community college
model. Based on the observation, Prof. Griffin has proposed
that three courses can be developed and presented to the
villagers.
Dr. Griffin also delivered seven lectures at the School of
Management on topics like Entrepreneurship, Servant
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Leadership as a part of Organizational Behavior etc. He also
conducted a workshop for the benefit of SASTRA University
faculty on 'Mentoring.' He spoke on how courses are
transacted in the U.S., the criteria used for grading at Spring
Arbor University. He interacted with the student volunteers of
SCORE on the comparison between the two cultures of the
USA and India.
Dr. V. Badrinath, Dean-School of Management supervised
the activities and Dr. S. Selvabaskar, Associate Professor,
School of Management, coordinated the entire visit of the
Fulbright Scholar.

SKILLS ASSESSMENT SURVEY BY DR.APJ ABDUL KALAM –
CITY UNION BANK CHAIR FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT

benefit of the community, particularly the women for their
empowerment. More than 90 members from various groups
participated and expressed their needs and problems faced.

A “Skill Assessment Survey among the households in
Thanjavur District” was conducted by the Dr.APJ Abdul
Kalam – City Union Bank Chair for Rural Development,
SASTRA on August 7, 2016. A total of 400 student
volunteers and 40 faculty members participated in the survey.
14 villages were chosen for the study in the vicinity of
SASTRA campus,
Thanjavur and 6 villages in SRC,
Kumbakonam. A total of 4439 respondents were met by the
students with a structured interview schedule and they
collected various socio-economic data and information about
the skill gaps existing in the villages. Heads of village
Panchayats were oriented about the survey a week before and
they made necessary arrangements for the smooth conduct of
the same. The survey results were compiled and a report was
prepared by the School of Management. The students found
this to be a different and exciting learning experience as they
were exposed to the typical status of villages and the youth.

Dr G. Bhalachandran, Registrar, SASTRA University
distributed the certificates and felicitated the participants. The
Programmes is supported by the Management of SASTRA
and the CUB for the benefit of the members of SHGs of
Thanjavur region. The products of the groups were also
exhibited for sale in SASTRA University.

The School of Management of SASTRA University
organised a one-day workshop on Marketing Strategies for
Self Help Groups under the Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam-City
Union Bank Centre for Rural Development Studies. Mrs P.J.
Revathi, Director, Tamil Nadu State Rural Livelihoods
Federation inaugurated and spoke on the issues of marketing
problems of products of SHGs and how to overcome the
problems. Dr.V. Badrinath, Dean, School of Management
welcomed the gathering and introduced the objectives of this
programme and the initiatives taken by SASTRA for the

SASTRA- TVS RESIDENTIAL TRAINING PROGRAMME
FOR TVS ENTREPRENEURS
SASTRA University and TVS AUTOMOBILE SOLUTIONS
LIMITED signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
for conducting training programmes for the franchisee
entrepreneurs (car service centres and spare parts centres) to
enable them to understand their franchisee model and also the
financial, operational, legal compliances and marketing
dimensions of the business and apply them in their business
practices for improved efficiency and growth. Under this
MoU, more than 300 entrepreneurs will undergo residential
programme spread over four phases during the year at
SASTRA University campus in Thanjavur. The first and
second batches of the training were conducted during March
16 and May 16. The second phase of training of the two
batches was held on 4th and 5th of July 2016 at Thanjavur
Campus.
The schedule for the
programme was drawn in
consultation with the TVS
officials and the sessions
were handled by the
professors from School of
Management. In the second
phase, in addition to the
reinforcement of the topics
earlier covered, additional topics like Supply Chain
Management, Best Practices in car service industry, Customer
Value, Marketing, Brand Loyalty etc were discussed.
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WORKSHOP ON RETAIL BANKING STRATEGIES
The third one day “Workshop on Retail Banking Strategies
for Business Growth” was conducted for the Branch
Managers of City Union Bank Ltd. (CUB) at SASTRA
University Thanjavur on 2nd September 2016. 27 Managers
of CUB Ltd. (including 3 Chief Managers) participated in the
workshop. The workshop contents were structured as per the
suggestions made by HR Department of CUB Ltd. The topics
covered in the workshop are Bankscape – Present & Future,
Self Motivation for Organisational Growth, Banking
Business Strategy, Leadership and Team Engagement for
Business Growth and Diversified Business Growth. The
workshop was highly interactive and Branch Managers
participated in the deliberations very actively.

LAUREL IN MOOT COURT COMPETITION
In the 6th FYLC RANKA National Moot Court Competition 2016 hosted by the University Five year Law College,
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur from September 3 to 5, 2016.
SASTRA's School of Law team comprising of
Chi. B.Theyagarajan, Kum.V. Pooja and Kum. Sivarajan
Aarthi of III year B. A., LL. B. (Hons.) was adjudged the
Runner Up team. A total of 46 teams participated including
top National Law Schools in the country. Justice V.S. Dave,
Retired Judge, High Court of Rajasthan, Jaipur presented the
Runner up Trophy to SASTRA Team.
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TCS -BEST STUDENT PROJECT AWARD
The Best Student Project Award 2016, instituted by TATA
Consultancy Services (TCS), was given to three engineering
graduates of SASTRA University this year. The award was
presented by Shri Pratik Pal, Vice President, Tata
Consultancy Services, at a function held at the SASTRA
University on 12th September, 2016. The award carrying a
gold medal each and a sum of Rs.20,000/- was given to the
winning project team consisting of Shri A L I Sai Karthik,
YV SaiVikas Reddy, AVS Narasimha Murthy of B.Tech
Computer Science and Engineering for their project “GPS
guided Robot Landmine Detection driven by Android
Application”.

FACULTY VISIT ABROAD
Dr Amirtharajan,
Associate Professor,
School of EEE attended
the Asian Council of
Science Editors (ACSE)
Annual Conference on
August 10 & 11, 2016 at
Carlton Palace Hotel,
Dubai. The theme of the
conference was
“ P a r a m e t e r s
influencing the quality
o f r e s e a r c h
publications.”
The
conference was
conducted by a group of editors of the journals from the Asian
continent and various matters pertaining to high quality
research publication, metrics and indexing were discussed.
The two way air trip for Dr. Amirtharajan was sponsored by
the organizers of the conference considering his research
contribution in the domain of Information Security and his
service as a technical editor for Scialert journals.
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ED CELL ACTIVITIES
Inauguration
The activities of the ED Cell for the academic year 2016-17
were inaugurated by Shri Vasudevan Chinnathambi, an
alumni of SASTRA and Cofounder of Ninjakart on July 26,
2016. The chief guest shared his experiences at Ninjakart
about sourcing of products, promotion of products and
handling of products. The programme was attended by more
than 700 students. The logo of SASTRA ED Cell was
unveiled on the occasion.

students were trained on the skills needed for Embose
painting. They were trained with regard to color shading,
color combinations and other painting intricacies. Cash
awards were presented to two best paintings by the
participants. The winning paintings were awarded cash prizes.
The event was coordinated by Dr. S.C. Sivasundaram
Anushan, SASTRA ED cell Coordinator. The workshop
ended with a note to conduct one more workshop and turn the
participants into a campus company within SASTRA
University.
A similar workshop was organised at SRC on September 10,
2016. Around 60 students from various discipline
participated.

RECOGNITION TO SASTRA ED CELL

Entrepreneurship Camp
The ED Cell conducted a one-day
Entrepreneurship Camp
'Entrepreneurial Epiphany' on
August 14, 2016. 160 students
participated in the camp.
Mr. Harish Balaji, CSR consultant
and Dr. Monish Rajendran, CEO
Quick Share were the chief guests.
They provided theoretical and
practical inputs to the students to
motivate their entrepreneurial
desire. Dr. S.C. Sivasundaram Anushan and Dr.V Badrinath
also participated.

Workshop on Embose Painting
ED Cell, SASTRA University conducted a one-day "Free
Skill Development Workshop on Embose Painting" on
August 27 2016. 17 students participated in the workshop.
The trainers of the workshop were Dr. G. Uppili Srinivasan,
Assistant Professor-II, Exam wing, SASTRA University,
Thanjavur and Dr. S. Brindha, Assistant Professor-I, Training
& Placement, SRC, SASTRA University, Kumbakonam. The

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute (EDI),
Chennai, a Govt. of Tamilnadu agency, actively involved in
promoting Innovation and entrepreneurship in Tamilnadu
state, has selected SASTRA University, Thanjavur as one of
the 5 HUBS in Tamilnadu newly formed by them. SASTRA
University will coordinate all higher educational
institutions including Universities, Colleges offering
Engineering, Arts & Science, Agriculture, Veterinary etc. in
8 revenue districts in Central region of Tamilnadu
viz..Trichy, Thanjavur, Pudukkottai, Thiruvarur,
Nagapattinam, Karur, Ariyalur and Perambalur.
SASTRA will support & implement various programmes
and schemes of EDI in the central region and will help to
promote entrepreneurship in all the colleges by creating
ED cells, training the trainers, conducting EDPs,
coordinating Webinars, creating at least 5 entrepreneurs
per year from each campus, setting up incubators, guiding
for funding support for ED cell activities etc..
Dr.V.Badrinath, Director (T&P) and Dean School of
Management will be the HUB in charge at SASTRA.

Meeting of ED Cell Officials
A meeting of top
officials of 18
colleges tied with
“ S A S T R A
C o l l e g e
Entrepreneur &
Innovation Hub”
(CE & I hub) was
held at SASTRA
University, Thanjavur on September 15, 2016. Dr. K.
Rajaraman, IAS, Principal Secretary to Govt. of Tamil Nadu
& Director,
Entrepreneurship Development Institute,
Chennai was the Chief Guest for the function.
Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor SASTRA, Mrs Sujitha,
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STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES OF
SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT
Phoenix Association, School of Management conducted a
guest lecture on Professional Ethics on 13th July 2016.
Shri.S.Annamalai, Southern Regional News Co-ordinator,
The Hindu, Madurai spoke about the ethics to be followed in
business, society and in daily life.
Additional Director, Entrepreneurship Development
Institute, Chennai and Mrs. Vishnu Priya, Regional Manager,
Tamil Nadu & Hyderabad/Telangana, Wadhwani Foundation
also participated.
On the occasion, Dr. K. Rajaraman officially launched
"CHITRA SASTRA'- the students' campus company. The
Vice Chancellor presented a cheque of Rs One lakh as a seed
money to the company.
Twelve student members of ED Cell visited Food Technology
- Entrepreneurship Exhibition organized by Indian Institute
of Crop Processing Technology IICPT, on 17th September
2016. The Students were briefed on the activities carried out
in IICPT by Prof. Ms. Surabhi. They also learnt about start-up
business and incubation process.
Dr. V. Vijay Anand & Dr. M. Velavan faculty members,
School of Management participated in the three-day Master
Training Workshop organised by Entrepreneurship
Development Institute (EDI), Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Chennai
held from 29th to 31st August, 2016.
Dr. M. Velavan, Assistant Professor, School of Management
attended the one day workshop “UDHYAMITA,” a
Government of India scheme organized by EDI, Chennai on
20th September 2016.
The ED Cell organized a three-day faculty development
programme from 26th to 28th September 2016 for the ED
cell faculty members of eighteen member colleges at EDI
HUB, SASTRA. 48 members from member colleges were
benefited from this programme. Ms. Sujaya Rao, the Master
trainer from Wadwani Foundation spoke on the issues of
Entrepreneurship in building the right Eco-system for
entrepreneurship in campuses.
Dr.V.Badrinath insisted
on the participants to
impart the knowledge that
they had from this
training session to their
students of parental
institutions. He also
stressed the participants
to avail of the opportunities extended by SASTRA University
as exclusive HUB, for the welfare of the entrepreneurial
thrust of the students of the member institutions and budding
entrepreneurs. Dr. Rajagopal K.Nair, PMO, EDI Chennai,
Government of Tamilnadu distributed the certificates to the
participants and felicitated.
16

SAHITHYA Association, School of Management
inaugurated activities for the Academic Year 2016-17 and
conducted a special lecture on Career Guidance for Higher
Education by Dr LJ Chaarlas, Head, Dept of Commerce, St
Joseph's College (Autonomous) Thiruchirappalli on 10th
August 2016.
Phoenix Association of the School of Management organised
a Guest Lecture on "Challenges & Opportunities in
Entrepreneurship" by Dr. George E. Griffin Associate
Professor, Gainey School of Business, Spring Arbor
University, United States of America on 26th July 2016. The
chief guest focused on the requisite qualities of entrepreneurs
and challenges faced by them in business. He also emphasized
on the unique role played by entrepreneurs in present socioeconomic scenario and differentiated the role of an
entrepreneur from a manager.
School of Management, SASTRA, National Institute of
Personnel Management (NIPM) and Abraham Maslow Club
organised a Guest Lecture on Application & Career Prospects
in Data Analytics on 23rd July 2016. Shri Rajesh
Anantharaman Measurement Manager, Amazon, Bangalore
enlightened the scope and importance of data analytics in the
area of HRM.
Philip Kotler Marketing Club conducted Marketing quiz for
first MBA students on 10th August 2016. Two winners and
two runners up were selected from first year MBA.
The Philip Kotler Marketing Club was inaugurated on 24th
August 2016. The club has been started for the benefit of the
students to give thrust in the arena of collaborative marketing,
new dimensions, interactions with the industrials, influence
for new initiatives and all sorts of goodness in marketing field.
Sri M.B.Sundhararaj, Business Strategist Consultant,
freelance Trainer & Coach, from Chennai delivered a special
lecture on “Marketing and Sales with specific reference to
consumer products." A marketing quiz competition was held
on 10th August 2016. The winners were awarded prizes by the
guest.
An inaugural session of Abraham Maslow Club was initiated
with a guest lecture by K.V. Lakshmi Narayanan, Principal
Head-OD, INFOSYS, Bangalore on 16th August, 2016. He
spoke on 'Skills for a VUCA ERA.' He portrayed the essential
skill set to be developed by the budding executives in the
volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous era.
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Warren Buffet Finance
Club conducted a guest
lecture on "Black Money
& Indian Economy” by
Shri. M.R. Venkatesh,
Chartered Accountant,
Author, Journalist & a
regular panelist in TIMES
NOW TV, on 17th August
2016.
Dr Griffin, A Full Bright Specialist from USA gave a lecture
on Community Colleges in USA on 19th August 2016 to the
faculty members of School of Management. Dr.V.Badrinath,
Dean, School of Management welcomed the guest. Dr.
Griffin gave a lecture on MBA course curriculum, credits
assigned, electives offered, project credits, grading system
and faculty career advancements in Spring Arbor University,
USA.
A session on “Career as a Company Secretary” was
conducted by School of Management on 13th September
2016 to apprise students on career prospects for Company
Secretaries. Ms. Chitra Anantharaman, Deputy Director, The
Institute of Company Secretaries of India Southern India
Regional Council, Chennai explained the procedure for
undergoing the Company Secretaries program and the
prospective opportunities available during and after
completion of course.
School of Management, National Institute of Personnel
Management (NIPM) and Abraham Maslow Club organised
one day workshop on HR Analytics on 10th September 2016.
Shri Rajesh Anantharaman Measurement Manager, Amazon,
Bangalore handled the session and 55 MBA students
attended the workshop.
Twenty students of Third year B.Com CA participated in
MAXIMUS'16 organised by Gnanam School of Business,
Thanjavur on 23rd September 2016. R.Adhithiyan won the
first prize of Rs.1,500 in Extempore and second prize of
Rs.1,000 in Block and Tackle. S.Managalam and R.Vaishnavi
won first prize of Rs.1,500 in Brand picking.

SCORE ACTIVITIES
10 volunteers from
SCORE participated in
the crowd control work
at Thanjavur Big
temple during Varahi
Navarathri Festival,
from July 4 to 14, 2016.
A guest lecture was
organized by the volunteers of SCORE and ED cell of
SASTRA University on the topic “Waste to Wealth”

by Dr. George Joseph
Themplangad, Founder,
Rescue India, on July 6,
2016.
SASTRA sponsored the
first day expenses of the
book fair organized by the
D i s t r i c t C o l l e c t o r,
Thanjavur in the Palace
Grounds, from July 18 – 25, 2016. Dr. V. Badrinath,
participated in the event. 10 SCORE volunteers helped in
effective management of the crowd.

Dr. Kalam Memorial Day
To commemorate the first
year death anniversary of
our former President
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
SCORE felicitated five
people for their selfless
service to the society. The
chief guest for the event
was Dr.V.Jayapal, MS,
FICS, Chairman, GVN Hospitals, Trichy. Dr.P.Devadas,
MBBS, MD, Trichy, Shri.N.K.Vadivel, Trichy, Dharmasalai,
Trichy, Shri. P.K.S. Senthil Kumar, Anbalayam, Trichy were
felicitated during the function held on July 27, 2016.
A guest lecture was organized by the volunteers of SCORE on
the topic ”Social Transformation in India and USA”. The
lecture was delivered by Dr. George. E. Griffin, Associate
Professor, Gainey School of Business, Spring Arbor
University, United States of America.
A survey was conducted by around 450 volunteers of SCORE
as part of a program to identify the unemployed youth from 20
villages surrounding Trichy and Thanjavur on August 7,
2016. The aim of this program was to guide the unemployed
youth towards the several employment opportunities they
could take up.

Azaadi 70 Celebrations
In connection with India's 70th Independence Day, the
Students' Social Service Wings- SASTRA Community Out
Reach programmE (SCORE) and SASTRA Student ExNoRa,
celebrated "AZAADI 70" on August 23, 2016. Captain Shri
Pakkiyanathan (96) of
Dindugul, formerly
security officer for
Mahatma Gandhi,
addressed the students
of SASTRA on the
themes of ahimsa and
dharma, recalling the
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sacrifices of millions of people. He also spoke on his
experience with the father of the nation. Shri Rajadurai
Michael (96), another freedom fighter from Trichy, also
participated in the function. He also distributed prizes to
winners of various competitions like drawing, quiz, patriotic
songs singing and skit competitions. The freedom fighters
were honoured by Registrar Dr. G. Bhalachandran.

Free Eye Camp
KS UPAHAAR, a student-funded voluntary organization of
the university, in association with Dr. Agarwal's Eye Hospital,
Trichy conducted an eye camp in the university campus on
August 31, 2016 for the students, staff members and workers.
More than 200 people participated in the camp. Another
camp was organised at Thirumalaisamudram and
Ayyasamipatti Govt. Schools on September 1, 2016 to reach
out to the nearby villagers and students. Over 300 people were
benefitted by the camp.

HINGES 2016
The School of Civil
Engineering
organised a National
L e v e l Te c h n i c a l
S y m p o s i u m ,
Hinges'16, powered
by L&T on September
9 & 10, 2016. It
revolved around the
theme, 'Bring into Being.' Hinges'16 beckoned young
thinkers to look beyond the confines of imagination and
provided a platform for students to envision the holistic vision
of a better tomorrow under the tag of Smart Cities. About 350
internal and 270 external participants from 32 different
colleges across the country participated. The flagship event of
Hinges'16 was 'Ultimate Hinge' which tested the knowledge
and skill of the partakers. Other events that saw rampant
participation were paper presentation, poster presentation and
CasaCad that explored the depth to which a student's mind can
traverse. As a promotional event for Hinges'16, Ramco
Cements conducted a concrete cube testing event. Dr.
Vasudevan, Professor, Thyagarajar College of Engineering,
Madurai participated in the valedictory function.

BOOK BY FACULTY
Dr.T.S.Varadharajan, Asst. Professor of
English has authored a book titled 'John
Galsworthy's The Forsyte Saga - A New
Historicist Approach.' The book published by
Emerald Publishers, Chennai interprets the
three novels of Galsworthy's trilogy in the
New-Historicist perspective.
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CONFERENCE ON DWAITA
A two-day conference
on Dwaita philosophy
was held at SASTRA
campus on July 4 & 5,
2016. The conference
was inaugurated by
Sri Subudhendra
Teertha Swami of
Sri Raghavendra
Swamy Mutt, Mantralayam. The subject of discussion was on
Brahmasutra, the commentary on Nyayasudha. Several
scholars from across the state took part in the conference.

Moolarama Puja
Sri Subudhendra
Te e r t h a S w a m i
performed Sri Moola
Rama Puja at SASTRA
Campus on July 5,
2016. Staff and students
of SASTRA and a large
number of devotees
from the nearby places
participated in the
Pooja and received
blessings.

Lecture on Sanskrit and Mathematics
Dr. Rajagopal K Nair, Programme Monitoring Officer,
Entrepreneurship Development Institute, Govt. of Tamil
Nadu delivered a special lecture on “Sanskrit and
Mathematics” to the students of Vedanta and Sanskrit on
September 28, 2016.

MUSICAL DRAMA ON SAINT THYAGARAJA
SASTRA University
organized a musical
drama, “Shri
Thyagarajar,” a tribute
to Tyagabrahmam on
July 24, 2016. The
drama was presented
by renowned theatre
artist
S h r i T. V.
Varadarajan and his
troupe.
Faculty
members, students and
the members of
Thiruvaiyaru
Tyagabrahma Saba
a t t e n d e d t h e
programme.
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B.TECH. STUDENT WINS ASME DESIGN CONTEST IN US
Kum. R. Mathumitha, a Final
Year B.Tech. Mechanical
Engineering Student emerged
the winner in the prestigious
Innovative Design Simulation
(IDSC) Challenge contest of
the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers
(ASME).

novelty. Mathumitha's design was judged to be the best of all
the 6 presentations that won the award. Winners were
felicitated with a sum of $2000 apart from a travel subsidy of
$1500. Conference registration fee of $300 was waived
enabling them to present one more technical paper in the
leading mechanical engineering conference of the world.
Moreover, her project supervisor, Dr M Venkatesan has also
been awarded a sum of $1000 in addition to the free ASME
membership of 5 years worth $1500.
The top 12 entries chosen by a panel of judges, were invited to
present their simulations and/or simulation environments to a
panel of judges in August 2016 at the ASME 2016
International Design Engineering Technical Conference and
Computers and Information in Engineering Conference
(IDETC/CIE) in Charlotte, North Carolina, USA, where the
winners were announced after the presentation.

Out of 12 selected finalists, 6
entries were declared as
winners and were awarded
based on the quality of
simulation, creativity and

SASTRA GRADUATE GETS FIRST RANK IN BIOINFORMATICS NATIONAL CERTIFICATION
Aravind J Shankar, a 2016 batch
Bioinformatics graduate of
SASTRA University, has secured
the All India Rank 1 in the
Bioinformatics National
Certification (BINC) 2016
organized by the Department of
Biotechnology, Government of
India. The BINC is a nationwide
examination aimed at certifying professionals in
Bioinformatics, which tests their theoretical and practical

knowledge across three phases of examination. Aravind J
Shankar has obtained the All India Rank 1 and is entitled to
receive a DBT research fellowship leading to a Ph.D. from
any of the premier research institutes in India. During his 4
year study at SASTRA University, Aravind was part of a
research team that worked in the area of Cancer Epigenetics
using vast genomic databases and a variety of bioinformatics
tools & NSG methods. This project was funded by Tata
Consultancy Services and incidentally Aravind, who got the
appointment in the campus recruitment, is joining Tata
Consultancy Services on July 18 at TCS Innovation Labs,

SASTRA WINS FESTEMBER FOR THE RECORD 18TH TIME
SASTRA's cultural team won the overall trophy in Festember 2016, the national level cultural festival organised by NIT, Trichy
from September 23-25, 2016. SASTRA won the trophy for the record 18th time in the last 20 years.
SASTRA was seen at the peak of its performance, leaping over other colleges, retaining the overall trophy by securing the first
place in 10 events, second place in 14 events and third place in 12 events.
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TCS ROADSHOWS
M/s TCS conducted four Roadshows to create an awareness
among the budding engineers on the scope of life sciences
and engineering services in Tata Consultancy Services, on
August 25, 2016.
«
"Global Engineering a career option"

- Mr. Chandrasekar

Natarajan, EIS, TCS, Chennai
«
"Telecom

as a career option" - Mr. Sriniv Sriram, CMI,
TCS, Chennai

«
" Assurance

as a career option" - Mr. L Vinay, Delivery
Head – Assurance, TCS, Chennai

«
"ITIS as

a career option" - Ms. Devasena Ravi - ITISTCS, Chennai

SESSION BY EDXENGINE
A demonstration was made by M/s EdXengine to the students
of SASTRA, who aspire to get admission in foreign
universities of higher education. Their recently developed
tool "University Suggester" was demonstrated to the
students. A lecture was also delivered on the topic
"Successfully getting an admit in the top 50 universities in the
world."

of the programme. Student trainers from all branches actively
participated and made this programme a grand success. In
addition, online tests were also conducted during the
programme.

SCIENCE ARATTAI – SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
POPULARIZATION BY SASTRA
As part of its ongoing efforts to empower students with
scientific knowledge and temper, SASTRA has initiated an
educational outreach program called “Science Arattai'. This
program is aimed at popularising science & technology
pursuit and progresses to school children. Scientific
awareness is key to overall development of the Nation. The
benefits and progress in science and technology should reach
students at an early stage from its practitioners itself for a
better development of scientific atmosphere in the Nation.
This event will be organized monthly at schools in Thanjavur,
Trichy & Kumbakonam, where eminent scientists will
address the students.

WORKSHOP BY HACKER EARTH
Officials from Hacker Earth conducted a workshop for II &
III year B.Tech. CSE, IT & ICT students on August 13, 2016.
The workshop trained the students in the use of Hacker Earth
Platform to become strong in programming, so that they can
get placed soon in Top notch IT companies. They also
conducted a webinar on the latest trends in IT industry.

IIT B SPOKEN TUTORIAL
The IIT B Spoken Tutorial Test was conducted on July 11,
2015. The course material was provided by 'Talk to a Teacher'
project at IIT Bombay and the training is offered by the
Spoken Tutorial Project, IIT Bombay, funded by National
Mission on Education through ICT, MHRD. Earlier, a
workshop was conducted to 872 students. The participants
received free certification.

The event
was inaugurated on 29th July by
Dr. R. Gopichandran, Director, Vigyan Prasar, DST, Govt. of
India. The first session was held at Kamala Subramanian
Matriculation Higher Secondary School, Thanjavur, on 30th
July, 2016 where Dr. Gopichandran interacted with about 100
students from Thanjavur.
In the “Science Arattai” programme held at SRC,
Kumbakonam on September 24,2016.
Prof. K.N. Raghavan, Institute of Mathematical Sciences,
Chennai motivated the budding scholars from various schools
in and around Kumbakonam, who attended the programme.
Prof. K.N. Raghavan defined Open problem in Mathematics
and Sciences, listed out and explained the methods of solving
open problems.

ANUKUL SIKSHA PROGRAMME
1186 students (872 from main campus and 314 from SRC
campus) have undergone the SASTRA Anukul Siksha
Programme this year. By this programme, quick learners will
help the other students to improve and get placed in
companies by training them in the areas of Aptitude, C, C++
and mock placement questions. Our Students Chi. B.
Ashvanth of B.Tech. EEE final year and Kum. R.
Akilandeswari of B.Tech. IT final year were the coordinators
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SHRI RAMACHANDRA IYER MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT
In memory of Shri Ramachandra Iyer, founder Chancellor of
SASTRA University, Volleyball and Football Tournaments
were organised at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre on August
27&28, 2016. 160 football players from 10 colleges and 132
Volleyball players from 11 colleges in Thanjavur district
participated in the tournaments.
SASTRA University honoured the winners and runners up of
volleyball and football tournaments with a cash award of
Rs.5000 and Rs.3000 respectively. Periyar Maniammai
University emerged the winners and Parisutham Institute of
Technology and Science was the runners up in football. In
volleyball, Parisutham Institute of Technology and Science
emerged the winners and As-salam College of Engineering
and Technology ended up as the runners.
The tournament was inaugurated by Prof. K.G. Raghunathan,
Dean SRC on August 27, 2016. Shri P. Periyasamy, Inspector
of Police, Kumbakonam East, graced the valedictory
ceremony as the Chief Guest and gave away certificates and
shields to the winners.

LECTURE ON RULER AND COMPASS CONSTRUCTIONS
Prof. K. N. Raghavan,
I n s t i t u t e o f
Mathematical Sciences,
Chennai delivered a
KLF lecture on 'Ruler
a n d C o m p a s s
Constructions: an
Application of Algebra
to Geometric,'
on
September 24, 2016.
The Speaker mentioned
that Mathematical wizards like Gauss and Descartes had
innovated even in the 17th century, new mathematical
concepts by employing Algebra in Geometry and vice versa,
which has resulted in the construction of regular polygons.
Further, he observed that the simple devices like ruler and
compass have helped us in the construction of possible ngons.

STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES AT SRC
The activities of the Athenaeum of the Department of English
was inaugurated on September 12,2016 by Dr. D.E.Benet,
Associate Professor of English, National College,
Tiruchirapalli. In his lecture on 'English Studies: Changing
Perspectives' Dr. Benet pointed out that English Studies, in the
present scenario, is not confined to the study of Literature
alone but a conglomeration of various disciplines under the
Sun.
Inauguration of “Genechem,” Association of the Department
of Chemistry & Biosciences, SRC, was held on 26th August
2016. Dr.T.S.Shanmugapriya, M.D., Clinical Embryologist
IVF and Infertility Specialist, K.R.G. Nursing Home,
Kumbakonam, delivered the inaugural address on ART – Is it
The Need of The Hour? In her address, she explained different
causes for infertility, and advancements made in Assisted
Reproductive Technology and different methods adopted to
treat infertility as per the type, and foster mother system in
India.
Genechem, also
c e l e b r a t e d Wo r l d
Environmental Health
Day on 26th
September 2016 to
create an awareness on
environmental issues.
As a part of this event,
saplings were planted
at the campus.
The activities of COM-MAN Forum for the year 2016-17 was
inaugurated by Shri Dungar Chand U, FCA, DISA, Member,
Regional Council of SIRC of ICAI, Madurai on 24th August,
2016. In his speech, he stated that there is a growing demand
for qualified Chartered Accountants in India. The students
were briefed with statistical data on requirement for qualified
CAs in future.
The Department of
Electrical and
Electronics Engineering
inaugurated the activities
of its association,
Elpower on August 25,
2016. Shri.S. Sambath,
Electricity Board
Assistant Divisional
Engineer delivered a lecture on “Recent trends in power
systems.”
Shri I.Nedumaran, ADGM, Department of Education, NLC
India Ltd. delivered a lecture on "Communication and control
of Smart Grid" to inaugurate Elcom Dais, the association for
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Department of Electronics and
Communication Engineering on 9th
August, 2016.

NSS & NCC NEWS

The activities of the ExACT, S-FOSS
and CSI, the associations of the
Department of Computer Science
and Engineering, were inaugurated
on July 25, 2016 by Shri.C.V.Vinod,
General Manager Telecom, BSNL, Thanjavur. He spoke on
“Telecom Applications and Beyond”.
Shri T.S.Jayaram, Assistant Vice President, HSBC, Bangalore
delivered a lecture on “Emerging Trends in Financial IT
Industry” for the students of B.Tech, MCA, BCA, M.Sc.,
programmes on 13th August,2016.
A workshop on “Interactive Interview Process” was
organized by the final year B.Tech CSE students for the prefinal year students on 01st October 2016.
Dr. R. Balakrishnan, Adjunct
Professor, Department of
Mathematics, Bharathidasan
University, Trichy, delivered a
lecture on Polynomials with
Integer co-efficients and
inaugurated MATH FORUM
on 24th August, 2016.

The NSS units at SRC
organised a one-day
Eye Screening Camp
in association with Dr.
Arvind Vision Care
Eye Hospital,
Kumbakonam, on
September 16, 2016.
A r o u n d 8 7 5
participants had their eyes tested for vision related problems.
Prof. K. G. Raghunathan, Dean SRC inaugurated the camp.
Mr. M. Saravanakumar of Arvind Vision Care Eye Hospital
was the Camp Officer. Ms. Mangalam, Sindhuja and
Indhumathi participated in the camp as technical assistants.
NSS Programme Officers Dr. S. Meganathan, Prof. M.
Sundararaman and Prof. S.A. Harish Rajaraman served as the
co-ordinators.
Cdt. T.R.G Kalyan Chakravarthy of II B.Tech. CSE-B and
Cdt. CH. Divya Harshitha of II B.Tech. ECE- received a
scholarship amount of Rs 6000 each from the Cadets Welfare
Society, for their meritorious academic performance. Col.
Vivek Mishra, AO, 8 (TN) BN NCC, Kumbakonam presented
the cheques to the cadets.

WORKSHOP ON LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE
A two- day work shop on
Library and Information
Science, throwing
s u ff i c i e n t l i g h t o n
technical details like
Classification and
Cataloguing was
organised by the School
of Education for the benefit of the integrated B.Ed. Students at
SRC. Shri.AdhiNarayanan, Additional Librarian, SASTRA,
Thanjavur served as the resource person. He provided the
teacher trainees with hands on experience in gaining access to
the online resources available to the students of the
University.

SYMPOSIUM ON NEW EDUCATIONAL POLICY
The students of Integrated B.Ed. Programme organized a
symposium on New Educational Policy on August 26, 2016.
Prof. K.G. Raghunathan, Dean SRC who initiated the
discussion pointed out the various issues that have ignited hot
debates and discussions in the intellectual and political circle.
The students of III, IV and V Year Integrated B.Ed.
Programme analysed the proposed policy from various
angles.
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The Ex-Servicemen Welfare Association, on the eve of
“Kargil Diwas” on 26th July 2014, conducted a rally to pay
homage to the Kargil martyrs. The NCC Cadets of SRC
participated in it.
4 SDs and 3 SWs NCC cadets participated in a Basic
Leadership Camp, held at Karpagam University, Coimbatore
from 9th to 18th July 2016. The cadets attended instructive
sessions on Leadership, Communication, Stress management
and Body language. Special classes were conducted
exclusively to familiarize the cadets with SSB interview
structure Cpl.Adithya Narayani.G of III B.Com. and
Sgt.Deepa.S of III B.B.A. secured gold medals in games held
during the camp.
nd

On 2 September 2016, a blood donation camp was organized
by the NCC wings at SRC Campus. Prof.K.G.Raghunathan,
Dean SRC inaugurated the camp.220 units of blood were
donated by our student volunteers to the Govt. Hospital Blood
Bank, Kumbakonam.
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AWARENESS CAMPAIGN TO CURTAIL MICROBIAL INFECTIONS
An awareness campaign
to curtail microbial
infections, that spread
through spitting,
coughing and sneezing,
was organized by Center
for Research in Infectious
Diseases (CRID),SCBT,
SASTRA and SASTRA Community outreach Programme
(SCORE) at Girls Higher Secondary School, Vallam on
August 31, 2016. SASTRA students performed a brilliant
Skit in Vernacular language highlighting the importance of
avoiding spitting, sneezing and many other personal hygiene
practices. The School
children enjoyed skit.
The Class XI students
were provided with a kit
containing a towel and a
liquid handwash.

WEBENCH POWER DESIGNER WORKSHOP
A one day
workshop on
“TI WEBENCH
Power Designer
Tool” was held
at SASTRA
University on
31st August
2016. Experts
from STEPS Knowledge Services Pvt. Ltd., Coimbatore, who
are the authorized training partners of Texas Instruments,
handled the hands-on sessions for designing and analyzing
circuits using popular TI WEBENCH online designer tool.
Department of ECE organized this workshop under TI
University Programme, which was attended by 83 students of
V Semester B.Tech. ECE.

LAURELS IN SPORTS
SASTRA team was the winner in Football and runner-up in
Basketball (Men) in the Periyar Memorial Tournament 2016
organized by Periyar Maniammai University, Thanjavur
which was held between September 26 & 27, 2016.

SASTRA University team won the following prizes in
Sportiva'16, the state level Sports Fest, Organized by
Parisutham Institute of Technology and Science, Thanjavur
held from September 15-17, 2016.
st

v
1 place in Tennis, Snooker, Badminton(Men), Table Tennis

(Women)
nd

v
2 place in Badminton (Women), and Table Tennis (Men)
rd

v
3 place in Basketball (Women), Chess (M&W), Tennis, Best

Physique and Hockey(Men)

SASTRA University Law team won the 1st place in Carrom,
Shotput (Men) and Long Jump (Women) and 2nd place in
100mts., Carrom, Chess (Women) and Long Jump (Men)
SPIRITUS'16, the National level Inter-Law School Sports
Fest, Organized by National Law School of India University,
Bangalore held from
August 21-23, 2016.
The team also won the
3rd place in Long
Jump, 4x100m Relay
( Wo m e n ) a n d
1500mts., 4x100m
Relay (Men).

NEW BADMINTON COURTS
Tw o B a d m i n t o n
Courts newly laid at
Mega Hostel for Men
were inaugurated by
Dr.S.Vaidhyasubrama
niam, Dean, Planning
and Development on
July 27, 2016.

HONOUR TO PHYSICAL DIRECTOR
Shri.R.Saravanan, Assistant Professor-II Department of
Physical Education, SASTRA has been selected as a Body
Building National Judge by Indian Body Building & Fitness
Federation, Aurungabad,
Maharastra. He received the
Judges Card from G.B. Giri,
Chairman of the Judges
Committee of IBBFF at the 56th
Mr.India-2016 Senior National
Body Building Championship.
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MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS TO POLYTECHNIC STUDENTS

Book-Post

Merit scholarships to the tune of Rs 26.75 lakh were
distributed to the meritorious diploma students of Shanmugha
Polytechnic College on September 19, 2016. Dr. Subramani
Ramakrishnan of IBM was the Chief Guest and distributed
the scholarships to 107 students. 20 first year students who
have secured more than 90% in their 10th Standard
examinations, 29 second year students and 58 third year
students who have scored more than 80% in the Board exam
and with 90% of attendance received Rs 25,000 each.
Dr. V. Badrinath, Dean-School of Management and Shri R.
Chandramouli, Principal also participated in the function.

5TH BATCH OF SKILL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
The 5th Batch of Skill Development Programme offered by
Shanmugha Precision Forging (SPF), an industrial unit inside
SASTRA campus, was inaugurated on 5th August 2016. 35
students from rural background are undergoing the one-year
free programme on CNC Programming, Welding and
Forging. They are being trained in English Communication,
Numerical Method, Computing and Engineering Drawing.
They are being paid a monthly stipend of Rs 5,000/-

ENGINEERING ?
MANAGEMENT ?
LAW ?
SCIENCES ?
HUMANITIES ?
EDUCATION
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