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Dear Readers,

The higher education scenario in the country today is in 
the recovery mode. The recent call given by the Union 
Minister for Human Resources Development, Shri 
Arjun Singhji to revitalise higher education gives a new 
direction. Sincere efforts in this regard by the 
Governments, the private enterprises and distinguished 
academia in the country are essential.   

To keep pace with the prevailing trends, it is important 
that institutions of higher learning make serious plans 
with foresight.  SASTRA University has been planning 
and continues to plan for its future activities with a 
commitment to its stakeholders.  With a view to eliciting 
responses from the senior staff in this regard, a 
brainstorming session was conducted during the faculty 
tour to Kumarakom in August 2007. They came out with 
their ideas after a discussion on the themes: 'The Road 
Ahead' and 'The Road Inside.'

SASTRA has never lacked in infrastructure facilities. 
Expansion activities and modernization work continue 
to go on at the campus. A High-End Imaging Facility 
was added at a cost of Rs. 1.70 crores for the CeNTAB, 
and a Senate Hall at a cost of Rs. 60 lakhs. The existing 
Chemistry Laboratory has been modernized at a cost of 
Rs. 20 lakhs during the quarter. Many more are on the 
anvil.  

This time ITIHAS comes to your hands with more 
number of pages. The present issue highlights the 
conferences/seminars organized, endowment lectures, 
achievements by students and faculty and a report on the 

st21  Convocation held in July 2007.

I wish you all a Happy Diwali.

SASTRA UNIVERSITY

M e s s a g e  f r o m

VICE - CHANCELLOR

st
The 21  Convocation of SASTRA University was held 

thon 28  July 2007. Shri Venu Srinivasan, Chairman and 
Managing Director, TVS Motor Company delivered the 
convocation address and handed over the degree 
certificates to the fresh graduates. 

In his address Shri Srinivasan asked the engineering 
graduates to think from the common man's point of view 
while taking up any work or project. He appealed to the 
graduates to broaden their knowledge. “You should learn 
and equip yourself with additional skills. It is not the 
intelligent quotient or marks that will decide your future, 
but how well you apply your knowledge.” He stressed the 
importance of learnability and added that the market 
today demanded very high standard of consistency, 
reliability and quality, regardless of the activity that one 
was engaged. 

Shri Venu Srinivasan also highlighted the consumption- 
led growth which was changing the face of the Indian 
economy and advised managers of the future to 
contribute in some way to bring India to the forefront in 
the world economic order. He highlighted the importance 
of building character and said the end of education was 
character. 

Shri Srinivasan appreciated SASTRA for imparting 
value-based education that enriches body, mind and 
spirit. 

Honorary Doctorate Degrees  

SASTRA University conferred the D.Sc. Degree 
(Honoris Causa) to Shri Venu Srinivasan and D.Litt., 
Degree (Honoris Causa) to Shri K. Raghavendra Rao, 

(Continued on page 4)

Shri Venu Srinivasan delivering the Convocation AddressShri Venu Srinivasan delivering the Convocation Address



SASTRA UNIVERSITY

Doctor of Science (honoris causa)  to Shri Venu Srinivasan

CITATION (Excerpts)

Shri Venu Srinivasan belongs to the illustrious TVS family in the deep South of Tamil Nadu. He took his B.E., Degree 
from the University of Madras in 1974 and his Master's Degree in Management in 1977 from Purdue University, USA.

Shri Venu Srinivasan has been  the Managing Director of Sundaram Clayton Ltd., since 1979 and  TVS Motor 
Company (Formerly TVS Suzuki Ltd.) since 1986.  He is presently a Director in TVS & Sons Ltd., Lucas TVS Ltd. 
Sundaram Fasteners, and Cummins India Ltd. He is a Honorary Consul General of the Republic of Korea at Chennai, a 
Member of the Prime Ministers Council of Trade and Industry, and a Member of the Securities & Exchange Board of 
India.

Shri Venu Srinivasan holds the position of President, Automotive Research Association of India, Pune. He is 
also the President of the Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers.

Shri Venu Srinivasan is the recipient of a number of awards for his excellence as a manufacturer and for his 
contribution in the field of Technology and Research and Development and for his commitment to total quality in 
whatever work he undertakes. These include: 

w'A Star of Asia' by Business Week in 2003

wJRD Tata Corporate Leadership Award for the year 2004

wJamshetji  Tata Life Achivement Award for the year 2004

wEmerging Corporate Giant Award by Economic Times

wThe Deming Application Prize  awarded by the Union of Japanese Engineers, Japan in the year 2002

Shri Venu Srinivasan has brought honour to the country by his relentless pursuit of excellence leading to total 
quality and a burning zeal for doing the best in all fields, by his single minded dedication towards work culture that can 
rival the best in the world of manufacture,  Under him the TVS Motor Company has brought honour to Tamil Nadu and 
Bharat.

Shri Venu Srinivasan as a humanitarian has contributed to the development of comprehensive rural 
improvement programmes in many parts of South India, such as health and education programmes as well as the 
development of sustainable organic agriculture. He has been instrumental in lifting the socio-economic status of 
thousands of families by offering them employment-direct and indirect.
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Our Vice Chancellor awarding the degree to Shri Venu Srinivasan
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CITATION (Excerpts)

Shri Raghavendra Rao took his B.Com. Degree in the year 1977 with a Gold Medal of the Andhra University and 

Post-graduate Diploma in Management from Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad in 1979. He is also a 

member of ICWA and ACS.  

He began his career as Financial Controller of Pure Ice-creams Group in Mumbai and in two years raised its 

turnover by 300 percent with his innovative inputs in the areas of accounting and auditing.  Shri Raghavendra Rao then 

joined Ashok Leyland, Chennai in the Corporate Finance Department, where also he implemented innovative 

concepts.  Moving to Hyderabad as Vice-President of Standard Medical and Pharmaceutical Ltd., he set up modern 

bulk drug and formulation plants in Andhra Pradesh, leading to a substantial jump in the company's turnover.  In 1988 

he moved to Muscat as Director and Vice-President of the Al Buraimi Group in the Sultanate of Oman where he gained 

a remarkable international exposure.  During his four-year stint there, he diversified the Group's activities raising its 

annual turnover from 2 million US dollars to 75 million.

On his return to India in 1992 he founded the Orchid Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals Company, a single-

product company for the manufacture of Cephalosporins.  Its large export base is spread over 75 countries. 

His Orchid is the only “zero-discharge” pharmaceutical company in India, as it does not release any solid or 

liquid or gaseous effluents into the soil, water or air.  His vision for Orchid is based on five core values viz., respect for 

human beings and premium on intellect, quest for international standards, customer satisfaction through quality and 

service, harmony with environment and maximization of stakeholder value.

Shri Raghavendra Rao was awarded the Indian Express India Young Business Achiever Award in 1996 for his 

dynamism and entrepreneurial drive.  In 1999 he was awarded the prestigious Entrepreneur of the Year Award for 

manufacturing, by Ernst & Young International.  The Pharma Business and Technology magazine honoured him as the 

most Dynamic Entrepreneur of the year.

Doctor of Letters (honoris causa)  to Shri Raghavendra Rao
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Shri Raghavendra Rao receiving the degree from our Vice Chancellor 



D r .  W .  S e l v a m u r t h y ,  
Distinguished Scientist and Chief 
Controller (R&D), Defence 
Research & Development  
Organisation (DRDO), New 
Delhi, delivered the Sixth Nani 
A. Palkhivala Memorial Lecture 
on September 27, 2007.

SASTRA UNIVERSITY4

Managing Director,  Orchid Chemicals and 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd for their outstanding contribution 
to the Indian automobile and pharma industries 
respectively and also for promoting the spirit of 
entrepreneurship. Prof R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor 
conferred the degrees on them.

Shri Raghavendra Rao, in his acceptance speech, 
highlighted the need for individuals to realise their 
potential and the need to trust their peers as the 
combination of confidence and trust would definitely 
pave the way for a very good future for any organisation. 

Over 1300 candidates received their Ph.D, M.Phil, 
B.Tech and M.Tech degrees in various disciplines.    

(Continued from page 1)

The graduates waiting to receive their degrees

NANI A. PALKHIVALA MEMORIAL LECTURE

 In his lecture Dr. Selvamurthy said India missed the 
industrial era in the eighteenth century. "But it played a 
crucial role in the information era (1960-2000). Now it is 
the knowledge era in which India's knowledge has spread 
worldwide. From 2050 onwards, it will be leadership era 
and India will certainly lead the world. She will emerge 
as a global economic power".

Talking about the activities of the DRDO he said, the 
budget allotment for DRDO is Rs. 5,000 crores out of 
which 35 per cent is spent on wide ranging research and 
development projects. Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) is 
one of the proud results of the DRDO research. MIG-21 
and air-borne early warning control and missiles are 
other achievements. DRDO research has helped in 
enhancing the survivability, sustainability and efficiency 
amongst defense forces.

Research in any organization should result in a three-fold  
development of product, process and technology. 
Researchers should also carry out work on problems of 
national relevance. Universities like SASTRA can help 
DRDO in herbal medicine research, he added. 

Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and 
Development, SASTRA was invited to deliver a talk on 
"ICT Growth in Tier II cities of Tamil Nadu" during 
CONNECT '07, the state government's premier event 
themed "ICT : Innovation through Integration & 
Building an Inclusive Ecosystem' held at Chennai from 

th th14  to 17  September 2007. The conference  was 
inaugurated by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. The 
focus of the mega event was to ensure that all parts of the 
State are included in the ICT boom and integrating it with 
the hardware, electronics and auto industry hubs in the 
State.

There were plenary sessions on urban infrastructure, a 
co-creation roadmap for building competency, capacity 
and capability, and parallel sessions focusing on 
hardware, IT software, auto and design services and 
knowledge process outsourcing.

SASTRA DEAN AT CONNECT '07

Prof. Vaidhyasubramaniam delivering the lectureProf. Vaidhyasubramaniam delivering the lecture

Honorary Doctorate awardees with our VC and DeansHonorary Doctorate awardees with our VC and Deans
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A National Seminar on “Quality Control and 
Standardization of Metal Based Siddha and Ayurveda 

rd thMedicine” was organized on 3  and 4  August 2007 by 
the Centre for Advanced Research in Indian System of 
Medicine (CARISM), SASTRA. Dr.  G. J. 
Samathanam, Advisor and Scientist G, Drugs and 
Pharmaceuticals Division, Department of Science and 
Technology, inaugurated the seminar. 

 In his address Dr. Samathanam congratulated SASTRA 
University for establishing CARISM, a multi-
disciplinary Centre for Advanced Research in Indian 
System of Medicine (CARISM) at an appropriate time. 
Within three years of establishment, the centre has 
contributed substantially on various areas of Indian 
System of Medicine, in particular Siddha and Ayurveda.  
They could mobilize several industry-institute collaborated  R&D projects supported by DST, DRDO and AYUSH. In 
addition, they could attract industry projects for generating data on pre-clinical toxicology, extraction, 
standardization, scientific validation, physicochemical analysis. He emphasized that for the progress of Indian 
System of Medicine, in particular metal and herbo-metal preparations, there is a need for in-depth research on safety 
and efficacy and evaluation of traditional formulation. 

There is a need for educating personnel connected with  today's higher education / pharma industry and scientific 
laboratories to become competent for IPR/GMP/GLP/ICH and Indian Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 for various 
Notifications for Schedule T, etc. In the competitive world, the country cannot relax, rather it needs to strive to become 
a good player for the benefit of the nation as well as to become global.

Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean (Sponsored Research), SASTRA University, released the abstract volume. Ms. Savita 
Satakopan, Member, National Ayurvedic Pharmacopoeia and Former Drug Controller of Gujarat received the first 
copy.  Dr. G. Victor Rajamanickam, Dean, CARISM, welcomed the gathering. Prof. K. G. Seshadri, Dean, School of 
Humanities & Sciences, proposed a vote of thanks.

Dr.Robert B.Saper, Director of Integrative Medicine, Department of Family Medicine, Boston University and 
Visiting Professor, SASTRA participated in the Seminar and in his key note address said that Allopathy should take the 
aesthetic philosophy, physical, mental and social aspects of Ayurveda and Siddha medicines. Ayurveda and Siddha 
medicines should take the standardization process in allopathy. He said that research has to be done on the safer 
aspects of metal-based Siddha and Ayurveda medicines. SASTRA has done extensive research on that and proved that 

they were safe. But still, more remains to be done. He 
mentioned that SASTRA took  the leadership role in this 
direction and created a Centre for Advanced Research in 
Indian System of Medicine (CARISM) and is now the 
approved drug testing centre. 

MoU with Boston University

Dr.Robert B.Saper signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with SASTRA University on behalf of 
Boston University for taking up joint research in Indian 
System of Medicine. 160 delegates from different parts of 
the country attended the seminar. Dr.Vasantha 
Muthuswamy, Senior Deputy Director General, ICMR, 
New Delhi, delivered the valedictory address. 

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON STANDARDISATION AND QUALITY CONTROL OF AYURVEDA AND SIDDHA MEDICINES

Dr. Samathanam lighting the traditional lampDr. Samathanam lighting the traditional lamp

Signing of MoUSigning of MoU
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ALLROUND PRAISE FOR TIFAC-CORE @ SASTRAALLROUND PRAISE FOR TIFAC-CORE @ SASTRA

6

The TIFAC – CORE in Advanced Computing and 
Information Processing  established  at SASTRA has 
received an all round praise by the REACH Monitoring 
Committee (RMC) of the Department of Science and 
Technology, New Delhi. 

Shri K. S. Chandrasekar, Chairman of the monitoring 
committee that reviewed the TIFAC facility at SASTRA 
recently was very much impressed by the facilities and 
the performance of the centre.  He said the centre  has 
been successful in transforming rural students into 
trained manpower suiting industry requirements. 
Industries, in turn,  could benefit a lot from the TIFAC-
CORE.

Shri Chandrasekhar applauded  the  efforts taken by the 
Vice-Chancellor Prof.  R. Sethuraman in transforming  
the facility into a platform for an interface amongst 
industry, institute and government over the past seven 
years. He said that apart from ensuring academic 
excellence, the facility utilises Information Technology 
to undertake socially relevant work and improve the 
quality of rural life. 

This Rs. 20-crore facility, a brainchild of the former 
President Dr. Abdul Kalam, was established in 2000 by 
the Department of Science and Technology as a Centre 
for Excellence in Advanced Computing and 
Information Processing.

The idea of creating such  world-class facilities in select 
institutions other than IITs was in keeping with 

EXPANSION

As part of the expansion programme of the TIFAC-
CORE at SASTRA, the third floor of the exclusive 
TIFAC-Block, 'Manisha' has been constructed at a cost of 
Rs. One crore.  Elevator facility is also provided.

Embedded Systems Lab and Intel Multicore Lab will be 
set up there besides the ‘EDUSAT' facility. Provision is 
also made for 3 class rooms and a well-equipped 
seminar hall.

Dr. Kalam's vision to make India an economic 
superpower by 2020. 

The Centre conducted the first International Conference 
in Nanocomputing in 2001. It is now working with 
various partners such as ECIL, Nanyang Technological 
University, INTEL, TCS and Sun Microsystems. 

The RMC team reviewed the performance of the facility 
at SASTRA. The team comprised Shri Neeraj Saxena, 
Coordinator, Mission Reach, TIFAC, Department of 
Science and Technology, New Delhi, Shri Deepak 
Bhatnagar, Senior Adviser and Scientist G, TIFAC, and 
Shri Manindra Agarwal from IIT, Kanpur. They 
commended our performance of  TIFAC-CORE at 
SASTRA.

The monitoring committee meeting in progressThe monitoring committee meeting in progress

A project presentation by students

Press meet
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INFRASTRUCTURE EXPANSION

NEW SENATE HALL

MODERNIZATION OF CHEMISTRY LABORATORY  

A Senate Hall has been created in the first floor of the 
Administrative Block,  in an area of 2,250 square feet at 
a cost of Rs.60 lakhs. It has got all facilities including 
pantry. The hall which has a seating capacity of 78 has 
an interior layout consisting of false ceiling, wall 
paneling with decorative laminates and extensive state-
of-the-art audio-visual facilities that can host impartant 
meetings and discussions. The new hall was 
inaugurated by Dr. W. Selvamurthy, Distinguished 
Scientist and Chief Controller (R&D), Defence 
Research & Development Organisation (DRDO), New 
Delhi, on September 27, 2007.

The existing Chemistry Laboratory has been modernized 
at a cost of Rs.20 lakhs. The powder coated steel tables 
consist of top drawer and bottom cupboard. The work 
tables are provided with well- polished black granite top. 
They have two-tiered partitions   with reagent rack and 
electrical fitting etc. 18 such tables are provided in an 
area of 325 square meters to accommodate 128 students 
at a time.   

Dr. Selvamurthy cutting the ribbon to mark the inauguration Dr. Selvamurthy cutting the ribbon to mark the inauguration 

STATE-OF-THE-ART:  A view of the Senate HallSTATE-OF-THE-ART:  A view of the Senate Hall

The new-look Chemistry labThe new-look Chemistry lab
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The Centre for Nanotechnology & Advanced Biomaterials 
(CeNTAB) at SASTRA, has recently acquired the latest 
model of cold field emission scanning electron microscope 
(FE-SEM) model JSM- 670IF from Japan Electron Optics 
Limited (JEOL) at a cost of Rs. 1.79 Crores which is of 
immense utility in terms of characterization of 
nanomaterials. CeNTAB at SASTRA University is the first in 
the country to install a JSM – 6701F.

The cold field emitter has the highest brightness and is 
capable of giving maximum electron density in the smallest 
spot thereby giving high resolution in the range of 1.2-2.2nm.

The motorized stage controls the movement of the sample in 
the entire five axes (x,y,z, tilt and rotation) and offers greater 
convenience to the user.

An additional feature of the equipment is that it can view 
liquid samples which will be beneficial in the case of 
biological specimens. This instrument has been fitted with 
five detectors for obtaining different information about the 
sample.

There is an upper secondary electron detector close to the 
stage and a lower secondary electron detector further away 
from the stage to detect the secondary electrons emitted from 
the sample when impacted by the electron beam.

The instrument is also fitted with a back scattered electron 
detector which can give us information of the topography of 
the sample. A scanning electron transmission detector is 
placed below the stage to analyze the transmitted electrons 
from the sample.  An Oxford energy dispersive spectrometer 
is also available to qualitatively and quantitatively determine 
the elements that are present in the sample.

The centre is headed by Dr. S. Swaminathan who has filed 
four international patents in the area of novel biomaterials 
development for bone tissue engineering. He is also the 
recipient of the Government of India's Innovative Young 
Biotechnologist Award for the year 2006.

NEW HIGH – END IMAGING FACILITY AT SASTRA The CeNTAB team includes Dr. K.Uma Maheswari, Assistant 
Professor.  She has a Ph.D. in Applied Chemistry and has 
worked on calcium ion channels for her postdoctoral research 
at the Southwestern Medical Centre, University of Texas, 
Dallas. Shri K.S. Rajan, Assistant Professor, is a graduate 
from Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi, and works on 
the synthesis of nanomaterial particle technology, 
computational particle technology, computational fluid 
dynamics and thin film processing.  

This multi-disciplinary team is working on the development 
of random and aligned polymeric nanofiber scaffold for 
cardiovascular, skin and neural tissue engineering.

Drug delivery systems using nanoparticles are also being 
developed to deliver drugs for cancer, AIDS and rheumatoid 
arthritis.  The SEM will help to characterize the sizes of the 
nanofibers and nanospheres for tissue engineering and drug 
delivery applications. 

FIRST TIME IN THE COUNTRY: 
A view of the Scanning Electron Microscope

FIRST TIME IN THE COUNTRY: 
A view of the Scanning Electron Microscope

To ensure continuous power supply to sensitive equipment, 
super computing facility, laboratories and hostels, an 
additional 1600 KVA, 11 KV/ 433 Volts Distribution 
Transformer  has been installed at a cost of Rs. 62 lakhs. 

POWER SUPPLY - INSTALLATIONS

To maintain uninterrupted power supply, a new 500 KVA 
capacity Diesel Generating Set costing Rs. 56.60 lakhs has 
been installed in the campus recently. With the installation of 
this DG set, the total captic power generation capacity in the 
campus has increased to 1,125 KVA thus providing 
uninterrupted power supply to all loads.
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INTERNSHIP IN GERMANY MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 

RESEARCH INCENTIVE TO FACULTY

Sixteen final year B.Tech Students of SASTRA have 
been selected to undergo a four-month internship at 
various German companies beginning from Sept 10, 
2007.

The students will be working in organisations like 
Infineon, Kloster Paradise, University of Applied 
Sciences etc. They will be working on real-time 
industrial issues during their internship. They are 
expected to be paid a stipend of at least 300 Euros per 
month during their stay. The internship is an outcome of 
SASTRA's MoU with Swiss German University. All 
these students are already placed in reputed companies 
during the campus recruitment.

 The Indian Overseas Bank (IOB), Thanjavur Region, 
has also supported this internship by sanctioning 
educational loans amounting to 5,000 Euros each to 11 
students to cover their additional expenses. Shri V. 
Krishnaswamy, General Manager,  IOB distributed the 
educational loans to the students at a function held in 

th
SASTRA campus on 24  August 2007.  The students 

th
left for Germany on 4  September, 2007.

Dr. K. Kesavasamy, Head, Academic Interface 
Programme, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), 
distributed the Management Merit scholarships to  650 
students,  to the tune of Rs. 48 lakhs,  at a function held on 

th
13  July 2007. Students placed in the top 2 per cent were 
awarded scholarships by way of 20 per cent tuition fee 
refund, based on their academic performance during 
SASTRA University examinations, while students 
between 3 per cent and 10 per cent were awarded 
scholarships of 10 per cent tuition fee refund.

Dr. K. Kesavasamy also distributed Faculty Research 
Incentive Award of Rs. One Lakh each to seven faculty 
members of SASTRA in the same function.   The award 
was given to them for having completed their Ph.D 
programme without compromising  teaching 
assignments.

Dr. Saravanaraja Mohan (Civil), Dr. S. Gopalakrishnan 
(Computing), Dr. B. Shanthi (Computing), Dr. N. Sai 
Ram (Computing), Dr. N. Sakthivel (Computing) Dr. S. 
Subhashini (Computing) and Dr. C.R. Suribabu (Civil) 
received the awards.
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A student receives the loan from the GM  IOBA student receives the loan from the GM  IOB

All the beneficiaries with our VC, Dean & Bank authoritiesAll the beneficiaries with our VC, Dean & Bank authorities

A student receives the merit scholarshipA student receives the merit scholarship

Dr. Gopalakrishnan receives the cash awardDr. Gopalakrishnan receives the cash award
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Chi. Nitesh Kumar and Chi. Abhinav Mathur, IV 
B.Tech. ITM students  have won the best students' 
project award instituted by Tata Consultancy Services 
for their innovative project titled 'File tracking for 
E-Governance'. 

The award was presented to the students at a function 
th

held at SASTRA campus on 27  July 2007 by Shri  
Krishna Anandarajan, Principal Consultant, TCS, in the 
presence of Shri Pattabhiraman Krishnaswami, Head, 
Accreditation Process for South India, TCS. 

Shri Pattabhiraman said that out of 80 projects 
submitted to the TCS from students, five projects were 
short-listed out of which the project by Nitesh Kumar 
and Abhinav Mathur were adjudged the best. The 
project aims at knowledge transfer through igniting 
young minds by giving awards.  The TCS has been 
conducting workshops and seminars for students. It has 
also taken up a project for educating teachers on 
teaching methodology. 

TCS PROJECT AWARD             

SUMMER RESEARCH FELLOWSHOP

SUN CAMPUS AMBASSADOR

SASTRA, A HABITUAL WINNER  IN FESTEMBER

The SASTRA University Cultural Team has once again 
won the overall championship at FESTEMBER'07 - an 
inter-college cultural competition organized by the 
National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirapalli, between 
September 20 - 23, 2007. In the last 10 years of 
FESTEMBER, SASTRA has won the overall 
championship  8 times successively which includes a 
record 7 times in succession between 1997 and 2003. 
SASTRA came second in 2004 and did not participate in 
the year 2005. The victory in 2007 was by a margin of 
106 points pushing IIT, Madras to a distant second. Over 
50 colleges from all over the country participated in this 
cultural festival. The literary, fine arts, music and various 
other teams from SASTRA walked away with various 
prizes during this 4-day cultural extravaganza. The 
Management has awarded a cash prize of Rs.1,000 each 
to all winners and Rs. 500  to all the participants. 

Chi .  S .  Kar th ik ,  I I I  B .Tech .  
Biotechnology, who has been selected 
for the Summer Research Fellowship, 
jointly offered by Indian Academy of 
Sciences, Bangalore and National 
Science Academy, New Delhi, during 
May–June 2007, worked under the 
guidance of Dr. J. Nagaraju, Staff 
Scientist, Lab of Molecular Genetics, 

Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics (CDFD).   
During this period he worked on a project titled “Analysis 
of a novel immune protein from the Indian Tasar silk moth 
Antheraea mylitta.” He was given a stipend of Rs. 10,000 
for this period and one year free subscription to the 
journals of The Indian Academy of Sciences.   

Chi. KR. Abhishek, III B.Tech. CSE 
has been selected as the 'Campus 
Ambassador' for SASTRA by SUN 
Microsystems, USA, as part of its SUN 
Academic Initiatives (SAI). SASTRA 
University is a member of this 
programme. 500 campus ambassadors 
are selected from across the world by 
the SUN systems, who represent their 

university for a period of one year. The campus 
ambassadors help their fellow students to contribute to 
Open Source and become better citizens of the 
'Participation Age.' The campus ambassadors are 
selected based on scrutiny of the resume, technical test 
(written) and final interview by SUN Microsystems 
Engineers.  SUN Microsystems is one of the Fortune 500 
Companies. 

SASTRA Cultural Team with the Ilayaraja Shield 
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FACULTY TOUR

The Management of SASTRA arranged a three-day 
th thfaculty tour to Kumarakom, Kerala from 25  to 27  

August 2007.  A group of 72 staff members including 
the Registrar, Deans, faculty from various schools, 
Office Staff and Maintenance Staff were taken to 
Kottayam. Our Vice Chancellor Prof. R. Sethuraman 
also accompanied them. After a day long cruise in a 
houseboat in the famous Vembanad lake of 

th
Kumarakom, on 25  August, which was a real stress-
buster for all, they had a stay at Hotel Pearl Regency.  

Plan for Road Ahead

A brain-storming session was organized at the Pearl 
thHarbour conference hall on 26  August, in which all the 

faculty members in the tour participated. The Deans, 
and other faculty members were divided into ten groups 
of 5/6  each. The first five groups discussed the theme 

The Department of English has widened the scope of its 
functioning, by introducing certificate courses in 
German and Japanese. Each of these courses is of one 
year duration with examination and certification at the 
end. It is a useful value addition to our students in terms of 
their employability. 50 students for German and 105 
students for Japanese have been selected to undergo these 
courses. Classes commenced on August 10, 2007. 
Dr.Gourishankar, a retired official of BHEL, 
Tiruchirapalli and Dr. S. Pugazhendhi, Prof. of 
Mechatronics at SASTRA University are conducting the 
German classes. SASTRA University has entered into an 
MOU with S & N Hayakawa Enterprises at Chennai to 
conduct Japanese classes.

CERTIFICATE COURSES IN GERMAN AND JAPANESE

“The Road Ahead” (building a strategic map for 
SASTRA for the next five years), and the rest “The Road 
Inside” (plans for satisfying the stakeholders within 
SASTRA). Each group leader made a presentation for 20 
minutes on the outcome of the discussion. The groups 
came out with excellent ideas for turning SASTRA into a 
world class university. 

Later, there was an Open House, in which the points 
suggested were discussed. Prof.  R. Sethuraman,  V.C., 
Prof. R. Kandaswamy, Academic Advisor and Prof. 
K.G. Seshadri, Dean, H&S acted as panelists. 

th
On 27  August, the group on its way back visited temples 
at Vaikom and Chottanikkarai.  Thus the three-day 
retreat was filled with fruitful work, spirituality and fun. 

Cruise in a houseboat

Our Vice-Chancellor with the group Ms. Hayakawa inaugurating Japanese programme
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SASTRA PROFESSOR 
IN GOVERNMENT’S EXPERT BODY

Prof. Dr. G .Victor Rajamanickam, Dean, CARISM, 
SASTRA has been nominated as an Executive Member 
of the Monitoring Committee in the Sethusamudram 
Ship Channel Project for the Environmental Impact 
Issues, by Sethusamudram Corporation Limited, 
Chennai.

Dr. G. Victor Rajamanickam has also been nominated 
by the Department of AYUSH, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government of India, for the Sub-
Committee of Ayurvedic Pharmacopoeia Committee 
(APC) to finalize the format for method of preparation 
of Bhasma and Rasayog and their quality control and 
standardization parameters. 

Shri S.Venkatesh, Senior Lecturer, 
School of EEE presented two papers 
titled “Dientification of Multiple 
Source Partial Discharge patterns 
Using Bayesian Classifier Based 
Neutral Networks – A Comparison of 
Supervised and Unsupervised Learning 

Techniques” and “Heteroscedastic Probabilistic Neural 
Network – An Innovative Approach for Partial 
Discharge Pattern Classification and Discrimination of 

th
Defect Geometries” at the 15  International 
Symposium on High Voltage Engineering (ISH 2007) 

th st
held at Ljubljana, Slovenia from 27  to 31  August 
2007. 

The ISH is a forum of High Voltage Engineers and the 
congregations are held once in three years in various 
countries. 503 participants from 47 countries attended 
the symposium. The findings of Shri Venkatesh's papers 
were commended by the chair as well as the delegates 
who attended the session.

Shri H.R. Bhargava, Lecturer in Zoology, School of  
Education, presented a paper titled “Pollen analysis of 

thApis honey in Karnataka, India,” at the 40  
APIMONDIA 2007 Congress on “Beekeeping Down 
Under”, organized by the International Beekeepers' 
Association, at the Melbourne Exhibition & Convention 

th th
Centre, Melbourne, Australia from 9  to 14  September 
2007. 

In his research paper Shri Bhargava established that the 
pollen analysis of apis honey, available in Western 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS ABROAD

I-DAY CELEBRATIONS

Ghats, Karnataka, India, reflects the floral situation of 
the place where the particular honey was produced and 
the identification of geographic origin is generally based 
on the presence of a combination of pollens typical of 
that particular area. 187 delegates from 58 countries 
attended the conference. 

Independence Day was celebrated at SASTRA campus 
thon 15  August, 2007 with usual fervour.  Prof . 

N. Anantharaman, Registrar hoisted the tricolour and 
addressed the gathering. 

Blood Donation

A Blood Donation camp was organized by the NSS Units 
as part of the I-Day celebrations. A large number of NSS 
volunteers, staff and  students donated blood.

Dr. Radhika Michael and a team of persons from Raja 
Mirasudar Hospital blood bank collected the blood.  

Lecture on Eye Donation 
thOn 14  August '07 a 

special lecture on eye 
donation was organized 
for the students of MCA, 
by AXIS in collaboration  
with the NSS Units of 
SASTRA. 

D r .  M . A .  R a j a n ,  
P h y s i c i a n  a n d  
C o n s u l t a n t ,  
Kumbakonam spoke on 
'The Importance of Eye 
Donation'. Thereafter, all 
the MCA Students who 
attended the function 
took an oath on Eye 
Donation.
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 September 8 and 9, 2007  witnessed SASTRA's Third 
Intramural Cultural Festival tagged "Carpe Diem 
2007" - a mixed bag of events like dance, music, Hindi 
and English literary events, mime and arts. The 
programme provided a huge platform for students to 
showcase their talents in the various events.

In Flexures, the group dance (with a theme), creativity 
was at its zenith, when some groups gave a theme to 
their dance while the rest gave a dance to their theme. 
Solo light, solo classical and solo instrumental music 
events were pure entertainers and drew a big crowd.

English Lits, Jam or Jabberwocky,! Fun-Da (pun 
intended), Ety-Mela (a fun event that had etymology 
and word puzzles on the go), Mute-Ation or dumb 
charades are the other events which tested the creativity 
of the students.  

Hindi literary events were each the counterpart of the 
English literary events. With the crowds thronging the 
auditorium, Hindi events witnessed a plethora of events 
and cultural milieu with enthusiastic participants 
playing with words in Tu Tu-Mein Mein which was the 
debating event, and without them in Isharon Mein 
which were dumb charades.

 The surprise event of the day was the Harry Potter Quiz. 
Potter-Mania was evident as hundreds of Potter fans 
showed up and enthusiastically took part in the quiz 
about their favourite wizarding hero.

 Art events were a major success attracting creative 
participants in large numbers. The winners came out 
with "flying colours" in events like Rangoli, recycle bin 
(which is commonly known as scrap art) and face 
painting.

CARPE DIEM '07

'LEARNING IN A BOX' KIT FROM WIPRO

 Madame Tussaud's Gallery was showcased in SASTRA. 
The only difference was the sculptures were carved in 
soap. Lipid Sculpture was one event where "carve" ature 
was in display.

   SASTRA students celebrated, literally, exhibiting their 
talents and skills, enjoying themselves and at the same 
time entertaining others, raising the spirits of the staff and 
students alike. "Carpe Diem 2007" gave the students a 
weekend to remember, free from their monotonous 
routine. Hats off to the organisers and coordinators of all 
the events, for making "Carpe Diem 2007" a grand 
success.   

As a part of WIPRO's effort to enhance the computing 
skills of the potential employees of the IT industry, 
WIPRO Technologies has designed and produced the 
'Learning in a Box' kit. Eight such kits were  handed over 

thto SASTRA University by WIPRO on 14  August’07.
 This kit would not only help the students recruited by 
WIPRO but also the entire student community. The kits 
were given to various Deans of SASTRA by Shri 
Thirunavukarasu, Head, Talent Transformation Team of 
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.  
 The Kit presentation is a part of the "Synergy" initiative 
which WIPRO introduced last year. The initiative is a 
unique effort by WIPRO Technologies to enable a 
smooth campus to corporate world transition for the 
students.  The kit comprises a CD on WIPRO which 
captures the voices of the Presidents of WIPRO which 
would give the listener useful insights into the world of 
WIPRO; a set of CD's on C and Data Structures; a book 
"Computer concepts and C Programming" authored by a 
WIPROITE P. B. Kotur and a CD consisting of 100 C 
programmes that are tested and executed under TURBO 
C/C++.
 SASTRA has earned the reputation of providing the 
maximum number of students for recruitment by WIPRO 
(321) all over India in the 2008 batch.  

The  CARPE-DIEM  team
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Prof. A. Ramaswamy, Dean, T&P receiving the kit
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A free medical camp for diabetes and thyroid was 
organized by CARISM, at Vaidyanatha Arokiasala, the 

th
University Hospital, on 8  September 2007. 

Dr. S. K. Sharma, Advisor, Department of AYUSH, 
Government of India inaugurated the medical camp.. 
Dr. C. Savariraj Sahayam highlighted that this free 
medical service will be rendered on a regular periodical 
basis to the villages nearby SASTRA in the respective 
villages. Dr.Eugene Wilson, Dr.R.Devanathan, 
Dr.P.Rajalakshmi, Dr.B.Karthikeyan, provided 
treatment to more than 120 patients. Mr.Antony 
Thangadurai and the CARISM staff members carried 
out the blood test for 20 thyroid and 55 diabetic cases. 
Mr.R.Antony Raj, Chairman, Sharmila Institute of 
Medicinal Plants Research Academy (SIMPRA), 
Thanjavur partially sponsored the medicines.

DIABETIC AND THYROID SIDDHA & AYURVEDA
FREE MEDICAL CAMP

SASTRA'S GESTURE TO BIHAR FLOOD VICTIMS

SASTRA University has 
donated materials worth Rs 
Five Lakhs towards flood relief 
to the people of Bihar, who 
were affected by the recent 
foods. These include baby food 
items, injections and medicines 
and other essentials.  A sum of 
Rs. 36,628 was also handed 
over to the Chief Minister's 
relief fund on behalf of the 
students and the staff.

 The relief materials and the 
cheque for the amount were 
handed over to DIG of Police 
Shr i  Abhash  Kumar  by  
Dr.  S. Swaminathan, Dean, 
Sponsored Research in the 
presence of Shri Ameeth 
Kumar Singh, Superintendent 
of Police, Thanjavur. The relief 
items were sent by rail to  Bihar.

IN VIVO III RELEASED

The III Volume of IN VIVO, the Magazine of the 
Association of  Bio-Engineers at SASTRA was brought 
out by the students of Bio-Engineering. The Magazine 
was released by Dr. Madulika Dixit of IIT Madras on 

st21  September 2007. 
The 64-page full multi-colour work, speaks volumes of 

the creative, editorial, 
and research caliber of  
B.Tech Bio-Engineering 
students of SASTRA. 
The magazine features 
articles on Biosensors, 
D r u g  D e l i v e r y ,  
Alternative Medicine, 
Nano features of gold, an 
interview with Dr. S. 
Swaminathan, Director, 
CeNTAB and a number 
of other articles and tit-
bits on the field of 
Bio-Engineering.       

14

Dr. Victor Rajamanickam speaks

Dean S. Swaminathan hands over the cheque and the materials to DIG of PoliceDean S. Swaminathan hands over the cheque and the materials to DIG of Police
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SASTRA 's Body Building and Chess teams  excelled 
in the XXII All India Sports Meet (BOSM-2007) held 

th that Birla Institute of Technology (BITS) from 12  to 16  
September 2007. Chi Mukesh Kumar IV B.Tech EEE 
and Chi. B. Deenadhayalan IV B.Tech CSE won the 
Gold Medal in Best Physique and Chi. P. Pandiarajan 
III BIOT got the Silver Medal.   Deenadayalan and 
Pandiarajan also received the Bronze Medal for Power 
Lifting. Chi Mukesh Kumar won the Best Body Builder 
award,beating his closest by a wide margin. 

Chi R. Vasanth IV BIN, Chi. Chidambaram IV Mech, 
Chi .  M.K.  Narashiman I I I .BIOT,  Chi  S .  
Sathyanarayanan, I.B.Tech and Chi. Mukesh Kumar 
won the Silver Medal in Chess.   

More than 800 players from 32 institutions participated 
in the meet and it is noteworthy that SASTRA team 
won in all the 3 events it participated.

SASTRA EXCELS IN BITS SPORTS MEET TCS WOKSHOP ON SOFT SKILLS CURRICULUM 

TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR MCA STUDENTS

TABLE TENNIS

The women Table Tennis team comprising  Kum. 
A. Janani III BIOT, Kum. Niveditha Vathsangam II 
BIOT and Kum. Ujwala B. Joshi IV B.Tech. came the 
Runners-up in the Periyar Memorial Tournament 
(Women) held at the Periyar Maniyammai University, 

th
Vallam on 7  September 2007.        

SASTRA University sponsored Dr. B. Krishnamurthy, 
Department of English, Mr.A.V.Kishnamurthy and 
M. V. Chandrasekar of Training and Placement (T&P) 
Department and Ms.Jayashree, Department of  T&P 
SRC, Kumbakonam to attend the workshop on Soft 
Skills Curriculum, arranged by Tata Consultancy 
Services at its  training centre at TCS Peepul Park, 

st nd
Trivandrum on 21  and 22  September, 2007.  Teacher 
participants were drawn from eight different engineering 
institutions in Tamil Nadu and Kerala. It was a useful 
value addition to our faculty in so far as in the Interface of 
Academy-Industry and the needs of the industry in 
specific areas of soft skills were discussed. It is relevant 
to add that the English courses and HR Skills courses at 
SASTRA are  training the engineering students in soft 
skills to make them industry ready. This workshop has 
added a new dimension to the existing curriculum.

AXIS, the student-association of the Computer 
Applications Department organized a training 

th st
programme for its students from 17  to 21  September 
2007. Introductory concepts on Flash, Maya, Microsoft 
movie-maker, Breeze were demonstrated during the 
programme. The entire programme was conducted by the 
students themselves. 170 MCA students attended the 
programme.

The  Body Building Team with our Vice-Chancellor
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Interactive AXISInteractive AXIS

TCS RECRUITS SCIENCE GRADUATES OF SRC

26 B.C.A. and B.Sc. students of the 2008 batch of 
Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre, SASTRA, Kumbakonam 
have been recruited  by M/s TATA Consultancy Services 
(TCS) at a campus recruitment conducted at SRC in 
September 2007. Out of the 101 eligible candidates from 
the  batch,  26 got the offer. The success rate is more than 
the average recorded by TCS in its recruitment activities 
across the country among the science graduates. 
The visiting team from TCS congratulated SASTRA's 
training activities and expressed its willingness to 
collaborate with the institution to increase the 
capabilities of the science graduates.  
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Department of English, SASTRA University has begun 
a new activity during this academic year for their faculty 
members. As English courses have been redesigned 
during the recent years as Communication Skills to aid 
the employability of our engineering graduates, there 
has arisen a need for the members of the Department to 
orient themselves towards the new curriculum, 
syllabus, material, classroom strategies and testing 
procedures. So the study circle helps them to share their 
experiences and problems and evolve common 
strategies to carry out their teaching programmes 
successfully. Experts are also to be drawn to conduct 
workshops to update the faculty with recent 
developments in literature, linguistics and soft skills 
teaching / learning. The forum is also useful to the 
members to share their research findings.   

Dr. B. Krishnamurthy and Mr. G. Venkatraman of the 
Department of English were drawn as Resource Persons 
to train the educated, unemployed wards of police 
personnel  in soft skills. 250 persons from Thanjavur, 
Thiruvarur  and Nagapattinam districts attended the 
programme. They were to attend a special drive for 
employment by the corporate sector. The programme 

rdwas held on 23  July 2007 at the Community Hall of 
Police Quarters, Thanjavur.           

As per the UGC norms, environmental fieldwork is a 
part of the curriculum of Environmental Studies which 
is offered as a course for first year B.Tech students 
(Civil, Mechanical, Mechtronics, CSE, IT, ICT) and 
second year B.Tech students of ITC group. A field visit 

nd th
was organized on 22  and  29  September 2007 for 
these students.

The objective of the field visit was to document the 
nature of the ecosystem, the environmental assets of 
each ecosystem, and the special resource features of 
individual ecosystems. 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT STAFF STUDY CIRCLE

SOFT- SKILLS TRAINING FOR THE WARDS OF POLICE PERSONNEL

ENVIRONMENTAL FIELD VISIT

SPEAKER SERIES            

th
'Speaker Series' for the year 2007-08 was launched on 5  
July 2007 with an inspiring talk by Shri Dayananda 
Saraswathi Swamigal on the topic "Growing to be a 
complete person". 

The 'Speaker Series' is an attempt of SASTRA 
University's Industry-Institute interaction and also to 
create an awareness among the students on the need for 
building character, values and personality in every 
individual. 

'The Speaker Series' has plans to invite eminent people to 
speak on the latest trends on the need for soft and other 
professional skills. 

They visited Kadavur,  Ponnanaiar Dam, Pudukkottai  
government Museum, Chittanavasal, Veeranam Lake, 
Poompuhar, Manora, Grant Anicut, Thanjavur solid 
waste disposal site, Muthalaimuthuvari reservoir, 
Agricultural farm at Manayeripatti, Bio-waste treatment 
plant at Tirumalaisamudram, Pushpavanam, Ariyalur 
mines, Kapisthalam and Thiruvaiyaru. 612 II B.Tech 
students and 904 I B.Tech students participated in these 
visits.

Shri Dayananda Saraswathi Swamigal during his discourseShri Dayananda Saraswathi Swamigal during his discourse
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Other meetings organized under speakers series:

August 13, 2007: Dr. K. Kesavasamy, Head, AIP – Tata Consultancy 
Services, Topic: What more does the IT Industry Need from you?

August 24, 2007: Mr. N. Chidambaram, General Manager, Wipro 
Technologies, Topic: Open Source Technologies

August 31, 2007, Mr. Akshaya Gaur, Head- ISCI, Standard 
Chartered Scope International, Topic: Campus to Corporate

September 13, 2007: Mr. Gurjeet Singh, Director - General 
Instrumentation Logic Lab, Gill Instruments Pvt Limited, 
Bangalore, Topic: Embedded System Design 

September 14, 200: Mr. Gurjeet Singh, Director - General 
Instrumentation Logic Lab,  Gill Instruments Pvt Limited, 
Bangalore, Topic: Embedded System Design 

September 27, 2007: Mr. Sowmyanarayan Srinivasan, 
Consulting Manager Discovery Informatics,  Cognizant 
Technology Solutions, , Topic: Role of Informatics in the 
Evolving Drug Discovery  Paradigm
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TEACHERS' DAY CELEBRATIONS AT SRC:

THE ATHENAEUM AT SRC

Teachers'  Day was celebrated by 
the School of Education at SRC on 

th5  September 2007. Prof. Dr. 
N. Seshadri, Principal, Swami 
Dayananda Saraswathi Arts & 
Science College, Manjakudi 
presided over the function. Eight 
student-Teachers presented papers 
on various topics related to 
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.  Major 
A. Balasubramanian, Principal, 
School of Education welcomed the gathering. Prof.
 V. Badrinath, Dean i/c SRC and Dr. Srinivasa Rao, DST 
Chair SRC  felicitated. Shri K. Narasimhan, School of 
Education, SRC, proposed a vote of thanks. 

ELECTRA 2007,  a two-day technical extravaganza was 
organized by ELCOM DAIS of ECE Department at SRC, 

th th
SASTRA on 28  & 29  September, 2007. It is a galore of 
intellectually stimulating events like Access Denied, D-
Sign-Art, Survivor, High-Q, Heal IT ©ODE write, 
Posedion  and Idea Mani. The Association also organized 
a special lecture on 'Amateur Radio Applications in 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  a n d  E d u c a t i o n '  b y  S h r i  
R. Sathyanarayanan, HAM Radio Operator, 

thKumbakonam on 10  September 2007.

The association also launched a Newsletter 
th

'ELCOMBUZZ' on 20  August 2007. Shri P.V. 
Karunanithi ITS, Deputy Gen. Manager, BSNL, 
Thanjavur was the chief guest. 

Dr. P.S. Srinivasan, Dean School of Electrical 
Engineering SASTRA inaugurated 'ELPOWER',  an 

thassociation of EEE and Physics Dept at SRC on 20  
August 2007 and delivered a lecture on SI Units.

The Athenaeum activities for the year 2007-2008 was 
inaugurated by  Prof K.G. Seshadri Dean, Humanities 

thand Sciences, SASTRA on 20  August 2007.  Speaking 
on 'Ethics in Shakespeare',  Prof. K.G. Seshadri touched 
upon the various values found in literature in general 
and said “Shakespearean tragedies leave the audience 
sadder and wiser”. The first and foremost ethical value 
of a human being is 'giving' and 'giving' is elevated to the 
level of sacrifice when we part with something dearer to 
our life. He also quoted examples from real life 
situations and literature.

Prof. S.A. Sankara Narayanan, Dept. of English, Govt. 
College for Men, Kumbakonam Spoke on 'Ethics' on 

th
25  August 2007 and Dr.K. Srinivasa Rao, the DST 
Prof. of Mathematics at SRC rendered a special lecture 

th
on Indian Path-Breakers in Science on 13  October 
2007. These lectures were organized under the auspices 
of Athenaeum.

DEPARTMENTAL ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 

The various service forums at SRC like Rotaract Club, 
LEO Club, Kalamalika (Fine Arts Club) Sports and Quiz 

thClub were inaugurated on 11  September 2007 by Shri 
PALAM P. Kalyanasundaram, the renowned social 
worker. 

Prof. K.G. Seshadri lighting the KuthuvilakkuProf. K.G. Seshadri lighting the Kuthuvilakku

Shri Palam P. Kalyanasundaram (Fourth from left) 
with the Dean and others

Shri Palam P. Kalyanasundaram (Fourth from left) 
with the Dean and others
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Presidential address 
on Teacher's day

Presidential address 
on Teacher's day

Inauguration by Dr. P.S. SrinivasanInauguration by Dr. P.S. Srinivasan
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SRI S. RAMACHANDRA IYER MEMORIAL VOLLEY BALL TOURNAMENT

SASTRA's Founder Chancellor Sri S. Ramachandra Iyer 
Memorial District Level Inter Collegiate Volley Ball 
Tournament was inaugurated by Indian Volley Ball Team 
players Shri N. Shelton Moses and Shri M. Ukkura 
Pandian on September 23, 2007. 16 colleges participated  
in the competition. Dharmapura Adheenam Arts and 
Science College Volley Ball Team won the Rolling 
Shield. E.R.C. Pattukottai ended up being the runners up 
of the tournament. Shri S. Tamilselvan Dist. Sports 
Officer, Thanjavur distributed the prizes to the winning 
team. 

BLOOD DONATION

A One-day Blood Donation and Blood Grouping Camp 
was organized by N.S.S. units at SRC in association 

st
with Sri Kaali Blood Bank on 31  August 2007.  125 
Units of blood were denoted by the students and blood 
group I.D. Cards were issued to 500 students 

The  ac t iv i t i es  o f  
EXACT for the year 
2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8  w a s  
inaugurated by Shri 
Akshaya Gaur, Head – 
I S C I ,  S t a n d a r d  
C h a r t e d  S c o p e  

st
International, on 31  
August 2007. 

Prof. D. Sundararaman, Harward University, 
Washington D.C., USA delivered a special lecture on 

st
'Tropical Geometry' on August 21  2007. This lecture 
was organized by MATH FORUM.

The activities of COM-
MAN Forum,  the  
a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
C o m m e r c e  a n d  
Management Studies 

stwere inaugurated on 1  
August 2007 by Shri 
K.E.B. Rengarajan, 
IRS, Additional Commissioner of Income Tax, 
Kumbakonam. He also delivered a lecture on 'Income 
Tax System in India'. 

A One-day workshop on “Competitive Exams – A Smart 
rd

Approach” was organized by NSS Units at SRC on 23  
September, 2007. Shri A. Manoharan, Sub Divisional 
Engineer, BSNL, Trichy was the resource person.  

Under the auspices of  GENECHEM, the association of 
Department of Biochemistry & Microbiology, SRC a 
special lecture was organized on “Prospects in 

th
Nanobiotechnology” on 12  September, 2007. 
Dr. K. Uma Maheswari, Asst. Professor, Centre for 
Nanotechnology and Advanced Biomaterials, School of 
Chemical & Biotechnology, SASTRA University 
d e l i v e r e d  t h e  
l e c t u r e .  S h e  
unravel led  the  
mysteries of stem 
cells and rapid 
a d v a n c e s  i n  
nanodrug delivery 
systems. She also 
spoke on the future 
of Nanotechnology in healthcare. 

Shri Akshaya Gaur visiting the 
Ramanujan Museum

Shri Akshaya Gaur visiting the 
Ramanujan Museum

Shri Rengarajan during the lectureShri Rengarajan during the lecture Blood donation camp in progress

The winning team with the Sri Ramachandra Iyer Memorial Sheild
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Dr. Umamaheswari speaksDr. Umamaheswari speaks
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MERIT SCHOLARSHIP

The Management of Shanmugha Polytechnic College 
has awarded Rs.5,000 each to 87 students who had 
secured high percentage of marks in the Board 
Examinations (April 2007) 

The scholarship amounting to Rs.4.35 lakhs was 
awarded to 64 students of I year and 23 students of I year 
who secured 80% and 85% respectively at a function at 

th
the SASTRA campus on 9  July 2007. Shri K. 
Premanathan, Proprietor, Anand Engineering Industries 
and Zonal Chairman of Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII), distributed the scholarship the students. 
Shri Premanathan, while addressing the students praised 
the management of SASTRA University and 
Shanmugha Polytechnic College for this gesture and 
advised the students not only to be job seekers but also to 
be entrepreneurs.

SNIPPETS FROM SNIPPETS FROM 
SHANMUGA POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE

LAURELS IN IPAA TOURNAMENTS

ORIENTATION TO NSS VOLUNTEERS

An orientation lecture was organised for the newly 
inducted NSS Volunteers of Shanmugha Polytechnic 

th
College, on 26  July, 2007.  Prof. R. Jayaraman, 
University Librarian, SASTRA  University delivered the 
lecture. He emphasized the need for service attitude 
among NSS volunteers.

The Basket Ball and Chess Team of Shanmugha 
Polytechnic College emerged winners in the Inter 
Polytechnic Trichy Division Tournaments held in 
August and September 2007. Also our Hockey and Hand 
Ball team won the runners-up in the tournaments.  
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Our basket ball teamOur basket ball team

Our hockey & handball teamOur hockey & handball team

The chess team with our Principal and Physical DirectorsThe chess team with our Principal and Physical Directors

Professor Jayaram speaksProfessor Jayaram speaks
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SASTRA UNIVERSITY

THANJAVUR - 613 402.

TAMIL NADU

( A UNIVERSITY ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 3 OF THE UGC ACT, 1956)

Book-Post

Prof. K.G. Seshadri Dean, Humanities & Sciences

Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam Dean, Planning & Development

Dr.  S. Swaminathan Dean, (SR) & Director (CeNTAB)

Shri G. Venkatraman Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of English

Smt S. Pramila Sr. Lecturer,  Dept. of English

Shri R. Ravi Lecturer,  Dept. of English, SRC

ITIHAS can also be viewed at www.sastra.edu

EDITORIAL BOARDEDITORIAL BOARD

R. Chandramouleswaran
Overall Co-ordinator

+ 91 98945 79233, http : //www.ks.sastra.edu

Student Co-ordinator
mayank@daksh.sastra.edu

Mayank Agarwal
+91 98944 07992

http://www.daksh.sastra.edu

UPCOMING EVENTS
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'DAKSH', the national level technical festival and 
'KURUKSASTRA' the cultural festival are to be held at 
SASTRA in February and March 2008. Contact details 
are given below. More details can be had from 
www.daksh.sastra.edu & www.ks.sastra.edu.
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